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We are Faith...
God’s purpose for our
new church is to unite
unconditionally,
sharing God’s love
through our growing
faith and mission with
everyone in the name
of Jesus Christ.

Shine the Light of Christ
Matthew 23: [Jesus said,] 25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full
of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of
the cup, so that the outside also may become clean.
We learn the basic rules of life early.
Robert Fulghum tells us in the book,
“All I Really Need to Know I Learned
in Kindergarten: Uncommon Thoughts
On Common Things”: play fair, don’t
hit people, clean up your own mess,
say you’re sorry when you hurt
someone, and take a nap every afternoon. I would add to that list,
“Don’t call people names.” Jesus advises us, “In everything do to others
as you would have them do to you; for
this is the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12).

Norway more than we welcome
people from Haiti. I stand today as
your pastor to vehemently… denounce… and reject… such characterizations. Whoever said it is
wrong and they ought to be held
accountable. You are owed an
apology but you probably won’t get
one. Even if you don’t get one, I as
your pastor, and your Metropolitan
family will stand shoulder to shoulder, heart to heart … with you as
we acknowledge your dignity…
your humanness.”

These are the “rules” I was raised to
believe. It has pained my heart to hear
how bruising and vulgar the political
language has been this year. It is
wrong and diminishes us. Prejudice
rots us from the inside out like an apple. All can look fine on the outside
while at the core there is disintegration and decay. We need to pay attention to our core.

These are God’s words of light
shining in a darkness that will not
overcome it (John 1:5). I encourage you and will stand with you to
help you shine that little light of
yours into the dark places you encounter. Faith is better than bitterness. Grace is more holy than mud
-slinging. Love is stronger than
hate.

Pastor Maurice Watson preaching
from the Metropolitan Baptist Church
in Largo, Maryland on January 14,
2018 said, “It is alleged… that a hurtful, dehumanizing, visceral, guttural,
ugly adjective that I cannot repeat in
church was allegedly used to characterize some of the nations of Africa.
And a statement was made that we
ought to welcome people from
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Shine the light of Christ in all you
say and do,

+Pastor Rohrs

Faith brings
strength & hope.
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Congratulations…
Kristin & Scott Waterman of Higganum on
the birth of their first
child, daughter Emily
Rose, on January 11,
2018. Emily measured 8 lbs., 3 oz. and 20” long.
Our best wishes to grandparents Lee and Jim Kozlowski and great aunt & uncle, Heather and Rick
Karpe.

Thank you to our members, friends
and building partners who have
committed their time, talents and
treasures to Faith Lutheran in 2018.

I want to say thank you so very much
to my FLC church family for being
there for my family and I when Duster
passed. It was a difficult time for us.
Your actions of love and concern
were greatly appreciated. For the
beautiful altar flowers you gave us,
the helpers and visitors at the funeral
service, all the cards, food, kind words
and understanding I want to sincerely
thank you all of you.
Blessings always,
Joal Lentz
***********

Dear Congregation of Faith Lutheran,
Many thanks for the thoughtful Christmas gift! Wishing you all a Happy,
Health 2018.

Appreciation extended from
Albert J. Solnit Children’s Center:
On behalf of the youth and staff of the Albert J.
Solnit Children’s Center, I extend my sincere
thanks and great appreciation for the generous
donations of: 18 welcome baskets filled with
items, 14 fleece blanket kits and 3 throws.
We are so appreciative of the time and effort that
was made to reach out to our kids to provide
special items to brighten their holidays and activities to enhance their time with us.
Thank you again for your generosity!
Sincerely,
Michelle Sarofin, LCSW
Superintendent

Paul Kurneta, Custodian
**********
Diane Petras wrote…
Dear friends at Faith Lutheran,
My mother Ruth Anderson would like to
thank everyone for remembering her
during the Christmas holiday with a
lovely poinsettia plant. Best wishes for a
happy & healthy new year to the staff
and members of the church.
Sincerely,
Diane Petras on behalf of
Ruth T. Anderson
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Faith Lutheran’s Annual Meeting Review
January 21, 2018
This year’s Annual meeting, by all accounts, was uneventful and often that can be a very good thing! The following people were voted to join Pastor on Council Dave Blasco, Ellen Cassady, Margaret D’Aquila,
(Secretary), Randy Francis, Sue Giuffrida (Vice President), Lee Kozlowski, Tom Kugeman, Joal Lentz, Steve
McDermott and Bill Tacke.
The Voting Members to The 2018 Synod Assembly will
be Donna Barney, Joal Lentz, Elizabeth Rohrs and
Pastor Rohrs.
The 2019 Nominating Committee will be Bill Stielau and
John Twining.
The Audit Committee for the 2017 books will be Kelly
Rubinow and Marge Smith.

2018 Council members with Pr.
Rohrs include: second row L>R:
Margaret D’Aquila, Sue Giuffrida &
Ellen Cassady; back row L>R: Tom
Kugeman, Lee Kozlowski, Bill
Tacke, Randy Francis and Dave
Blasco. Steve McDermott and Joal
Lentz are not pictured.

There are many other ways to get involved here at Faith
Lutheran. If you’re interested in serving, please see a
Council member or Pr. Rohrs.

Appreciation extended….
Dear friends at Faith Lutheran Church,
Re: Total of your 2017 donations to
Amazing Grace Food Pantry
Our figures have not yet been finalized for 2017, but
we know that during that year a total of at least 11,731
households were served at Amazing Grace Food Pantry
and over 375,000 items of food were distributed
throughout the year. Each month an average of 978
people came to Amazing Grace to select food – free of
charge - for their families. We very much appreciate
your many generous gifts of food items during
2017. These donations were essential to keeping the
pantry shelves stocked and ready for shopping.
NUMBER OF POUNDS OF FOOD YOU DONATED IN
2017: 677

It is only with the year-round commitment of so many
generous members of our community that Amazing
Grace is able to provide food for families who are most
in need. We are extremely grateful for your continuing
support of this important mission.
With heartfelt thanks,
Mimi
Mimi Rich
Coordinator
Families Feeding Families
Food Donation Program
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Living Stewardship for February 2018:

Assisting Ministers: Feb. 4: Faith Twining; Feb. 11: David Winkel;
Feb. 18: Steve McDermott; Feb. 25: Faith Twining
Communion Ass’ts: Feb. 4: Lee Kozlowski; Feb. 11: Jay Huntington;
Feb. 18: Faith Twining; Feb. 25: Bill Tacke
Greeters: Feb. 4: Marge Smith; Feb. 11: Janet Hayn; Feb. 18: Marie Logan;
Feb. 25: Pat Stielau
Ushers: Feb. 4:
Feb. 11:
Feb. 18:
Feb. 25:

Lee Downing, Steve McDermott, David Youngs
Dave Blasco, Liz Helbig, Diana Huntington, Heather Karpe
Kathy Raczka, Gizella Vajda, David Youngs, Kevin Zabinski
Jay Huntington, Lee Kozlowski, John Twining, Jan Wright

Thank you to
our Living Stewardship
volunteers who give
of their time.

Openers/Closers: Feb. 4: Bill Tacke/Beth & Bill Stielau; Feb. 11: Lee Kozlowski/John Twining;
Feb. 18: Lee Kozlowski/Tom Kugeman; Feb. 25: Heather Karpe/John Twining
Counters/Depositors: Feb. 4: Verne Harrison/Jen Cope; Feb. 11: Beth Stielau/John Twining;
Feb. 18: Sue Giuffrida/Janet Wright; Feb. 25: Dave Blasco/Faith Twining
Altar Guild: Feb. 4: Heather Karpe; Feb. 11: Diana Huntington; Feb. 18: Liz Helbig;
Feb. 25: Beth & Bill Stielau

Our Church’s Strategic Direction:

Happy
February
Birthdays!

2.2
2.5
2.7
2.9
2.11
2.13
2.14
2.16
2.18
2.19
2.20
2.22
2.25
2.26

Adryana Brooks, David Lenz,
Jocelyn Zabinski
Arlene Conte
Heather Hartline, Robin Stauffer
Margaret D’Aquila
Rosa Perez
Deborah Vynalek
Gloria Ahlgren, Gert Smiddy
Zachary Kurneta
Elliot Anderson
Ellen Cassady
John Twining
Meredith Cope
Cathy Giuffrida
Heidi Abbott

Address ing Hunger in
Middletown;
Sharing Knowledge;
Serving & Empowering Youth &
Seniors ;
How? Coordinating assets in our
community to meet needs; and
Communicating about resources &
e vents.

Please consider automatic giving
in this new year.
See Tom Kugeman for details!
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Sunday School News

by Jen Eifrig

Thank you to everyone who baked and bought at our
Jan. 21 Sunday School bake sale! We raised $116 for
Camp Calumet camperships.
Acolyte training and First Communion instruction will
be held in February and March. Please let me know if
your child(ren) will participate.
Please note that there will be no Sunday School instruction on Feb. 18, Presidents Day weekend. Also,
there will be no Sunday School instruction on March 11
due to teacher conflict.
Happy late winter,
Jen Eifrig, Superintendent

Time for the
“Souper” Bowl
Every one loves the “big“
game - almost as much as
they love food.
On Feb. 4th, join us for a soup exchange following
the 9am worship service. The rules are simple:


Make your own homemade soup to share



Package in 1-quart covered containers



Bring to church to exchange



Take home as many containers of other soups
as you brought



Enjoy an instant “souper bowl” party!

You are also invited to bring donations of canned
soup for our support of Amazing Grace food pantry.
Soup exchange will take place in the Fellowship
Hall kitchen. See you then!
by Jen Eifrig

The Sunday School children have been
busy creating beautiful Valentine’s Day
cards for our homebound members.
Here they are - completed and drying and almost ready for distribution.

Please remember
Faith Lutheran Church
in your estate and funeral
donation planning.

Mark your
calendars
for Feb. 14th:
Ashes Drive-Thru
from 6 - 8 a.m.
Worship Services
12:00 p.m. &
7:30 p.m.

Calumet Spring Cleaning Weekend
May 4 - May 6, 2018
This is a FREE weekend for anyone who goes to camp and volunteers their time helping to get ready for the height of the season!!
Yes free, this means the room and all the wonderful meals they serve are provided to you in exchange
for your labors.
The camp needs many hands (young and not so young) to clear the cobwebs, stack wood, give the
windows a once over, rake up some pine needles, give the beach a facelift -- there's lots to do, and it's
a great way to meet new friends, renew existing relationships, and share in the faith, fun, and fellowship that only Calumet can provide.
There's a lot of preparation to be done before camp is ready for prime-time, so let’s go on up and give
them a hand! You will enjoy the fresh air of the great north woods and a good work out for a great
cause!
For the last 5 years a small but mighty group from FLC went up to help out. We had an outstanding
time working with people from other churches around New England to help get our beautiful camp in
shape for the summer.
We all know the kids love it there and now it is your turn to check it out!
I have booked a Village Cabin for us to stay in. There is a limit on how many can attend I need to hear
from you right away!
To sign up or ask questions, please contact Joal Lentz by email at gojojol@comcast.net or cell at
860-235-4940.
Submitted by Joal Lentz

Thank you for continuing to collaborate with us on the St. Paul Textile
clothing drop off shed project! In 2017, roughly 11,623 garments of clothing
were donated to your shed. This was enough to clothe an estimated 1,409
people. This clothing is being used right now by people in one or
more of 44 different countries (including the US) to which our
clothing is likely to have been distributed this past year.
Your congregation raised $682.31 in 2017 through hosting this
shed.
We ask that you continue to spread the word about the clothing
shed to other community members. Thank you for all your support, and please feel free to reach out to us at any time!
Sincerely,
The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc.

THY WILL BE DONE; A series for Lent 2018
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, 300 WASHINGTON ST, MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT

“Not as I will, but as you will,” Jesus prayed to his Father the night before he went to the cross for our

salvation. And that is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do God’s will in our lives, as we draw
near to the observance of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection during Holy Week. Written by Rev.
Justin Rossow, each service in the series focuses on a different aspect of God’s will at work among us.
Biblical characters are used as insightful reference point each week to guide us in following our Lord
more nearly day by day.
Ash Wednesday: February 14
Week 1: Feb 15-21
Week 2: Feb 22-28
Week 3: March 1-7
Week 4: March 8-14
Week 5: March 15-21
Palm Sunday, March 25
Maundy Thursday, March 29
Good Friday, March 30
Holy Saturday, March 31
Easter Sunday, April 1

God’s Will and God’s Promise
God’s Will and My Inadequacy
God’s Will and My Dreams
God’s Will and God’s Identity
God’s Will and My Worldview
God’s Will and My Response
God’s Will When We are Not Willing
God’s Will and Joyful Service
God’s Will is Done
Easter Vigil
God’s Will for the New Creation

Worship
Sundays 9am
Wednesdays
7:30pm

He's baaaack!
New England Quarterback
Tom Brady, the GOAT
(Greatest Of All Time) and his
team are back and so is the
ELCA World Hunger Synod
Challenge for the Big Game!
It's Team New England with
"Coach" (Bishop) Hazelwood
vs. Team Pennsylvania with
"Coach" (Bishop) Burkat. Coach Hazelwood has a few
words to share, click here or on the photo to see his video. If you're reading this, you're certainly rooting for New
England - so click on the link to show your support!
http://support.elca.org/goto/TeamNewEngland
Team Pennsylvania has an early lead in the fundraising but if you're a New England fan, you know that doesn't
mean much!
- submitted by Pr. Rohrs as found in the New England
Synod newsletter

Congratulations Tim!
On Thurs.,
January 28th,
eleven athletes and
three teams
were inducted into the
Middletown Sports Hall of Fame at the
23rd Annual Induction Dinner. One of
the honorees was Tim D’Aquila, son of
Margaret and Tom D’Aquila. If you’d
like to read more about Tim’s accomplishments, along with those of the
other inductees, please click onto this
link.
http://www.middletownpress.com/
sports/article/Hall-of-Fame-A-look-atthe-Class-of-2016-11766289.php

Sun

MON

TUES

WED

THURS
1

FRI
2

5-7pm Bob
7:30pm
Barney’s Band AA
Rehearsal

SAT
3
8pm NA

10pm NA

6:30pm
Scouts
7pm Choir

4
9am Eucharist
10:30am Sunday School,
Confirmation, Fellowship
Hour

5

6

7

8

7:30pm AA

9am Martha
Unit/Knitters

6pm WTW

5-7pm Bob
7:30pm
Barney’s Band
AA
Rehearsal

7:30– 9pm
United
Pentecostal Bible
Study

1:15-4pm United Pent’ls

9

6:30pm
Scouts

10pm NA

10
12pm - 10pm NA
(Anniversary
gathering)

7pm Choir

Souper Bowl Sunday

11

12

13

9am Eucharist
7:30pm AA
10:30am Sunday School,
Confirmation, Fellowship
Hour

9am Martha
Unit/Knitters
6:30pm
Council

1:15-4pm United Pent’ls

18
9am Eucharist

14 Ash Wed. 15
6-8am Ashes
to Go
12pm Worship

16

5-7pm Bob
7:30pm
Barney’s Band AA
Rehearsal

17
8pm NA

10pm NA

6pm WTW

6:30pm
Scouts

7:30pm Worship

7pm Choir

7:30– 9 United Pentecostal Bible

19

20

21

22

7:30pm AA

9am Martha
Unit/Knitters

6pm WTW

5-7pm Bob
Barney’s Band 7:30pm
Rehearsal
AA

10:30am Confirmation,
Fellowship Hour ;
No Sunday School

7:30pm Worship
7:30pm AA

23

7pm Ruth
District mtg
6:30pm
Unit at Luther 7:30– 9pm
Scouts
Ridge
United Pente- 7pm Choir

1:15-4pm United Pent’ls

24
8pm NA

10pm NA

costal Bible

25

26

27

28

9am Eucharist

7:30pm AA

9am Martha
Unit/Knitters

6pm WTW

10:30am Sunday School,
Confirmation, Fellowship
Hour
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls

7:30pm
Worship
7:30– 9
United Pentecostal
Bible Study

FEBRUARY 2018 AT
FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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Calumet Women’s
Knitting Weekend
April 27-29, 2017

Faith brings strength and hope.

Sign up now!

Faith Lutheran
Church

Whether you're an old pro or just learning, this weekend is designed to bring out the knitter in all of us. The leaders of this retreat are always more than happy to teach a new stich or help you
finish whatever project you are working on. Those of you that prefer to crochet or do other crafts are also welcome.
Of course the whole weekend will not only involve crafting, but also
be filled with great food, lots of good company, and the laughter
that can only come from a Calumet experience.
I assure you that if you decide to go you will have a fabulous time!
Please note that there will be other things to do if you don’t want
to knit so don’t let that stop you. There are great places to hike,
shop, visit or to just settle down with a good book if you would rather.
To learn more about the camp visit: calumet.org
Enthusiastically,

300 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone 860.347.6068
Email:
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org

In case of an emergency or to
contact our pastor,
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,
please text or call at 717.321.6799.
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com
Bob Barney, Jr. , Minister of Music
Karen Carta, Office Administrator

We’re on the web:
www.faithelcamiddletown.org

Joal

Here are the Details…
Cost: $165 (this includes 2 nights in the Staff House (the
building right on the lake) and all the meals.
Our group has beds available and would love to have you come!
Contact me ASAP to sign up! A $75 deposit is required and the
$90 balance will be due in mid March.
I can be reached by email at gojojol@comcast.net or by calling
my cell phone#860.235.4940

Follow us on...

