
We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 
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Rebuke them. Did he really say 
that? Isn’t it easier to just forgive it 
and move on; make no waves; try 
to avoid the person or subject or 
situation? In the short-term that 
may work, but what happens the 
next time? The anger from this 
time clashes with the anger from 
last time and it multiplies and 
shoots out of your mouth uncon-
trolled (“…the tongue is a fire.” 
James 3:6). 

 

Matthew 18:15 says, “If another 
member of the church sins against 
you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone.” 
When I was in the business world, 
we called that, “Praise in public, 
discipline in private.”  The one who 
is offended is the one to point it out 
because the offender might not 
know they have offended you or 
how very deeply hurt you are from 
their words/actions. 

 

What if they abused you? What if 
they are not sorry? What if it isn’t 
safe to be in relationship with 
them? What if they don’t care 

about apologizing? What if you tell 
them and they still don’t apolo-
gize?  

 

Faith brings  

strength & hope. 

 

 
 What if they cost you a job or a 
promotion or took something valu-
able from you? Do they have to 
give you restitution before you 
have to forgive them? Must they 
confess publicly if they wronged 
you publicly? Does forgiveness 
mean reconciliation? What if you 
can’t communicate with them any-
more? 

 

There’s a book that covers these 
questions and so much more. We 
will study Forgive for Good by Dr. 
Fred Luskin beginning in Novem-
ber after worship on Sundays from 
10:30-11:30. You won’t have to do 
any reading prior to class. All are 
invited to this potentially life-
changing form of alternative medi-
cine: forgiveness. If you’d like to 
join us, please buy the book and 
let the church office or the pastor 
know if you plan to attend. 

 

Forgive for good, 

Rev. Cathy Rohrs 

Forgive for Good 

[Jesus said] 3 So watch yourselves. “If your brother or sister sins 
against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them.   

4 
Even if 

they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back 
to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”    Luke 17:3-4       
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Let’s celebrate 
June birthdays... 
 

 

6/4 Jennifer Barney,      

            Bob Barney, Jr. 

6/6 Bill Stielau 

6/7 Ralph Schaffer 

6/9 Holly Schroeder  

6/13 Kim Bacon, Leah McDermott 

6/19 Donna Barney 

6/22 Bill Bacon 

6/23 Joshua Abbott 

6/24 Ivy Anderson 

6/27 Doreen Winkel 

6/28 Marian Schultz 

In gratitude… 
 

Rich Radziwon thanked us for the 

greeting card he recently received.  It 

meant so much to him. He is not able 

to get to church as often as he’d like 

and appreciated the warm thoughts 

from the congregation.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  
OPTIONS 

 
We offer our parishioners  
gluten-free wafers and grape 
juice as alternative options 
during Holy Communion.  No 
need to make arrangements 
with the pastor prior to the ser-
vice. 

Defeat the Deficit 
 

The Council decided at its last 
meeting  that  an envelope should be 
inserted into the bulletin once a 
month as a way of reminding the con-
gregation of our budget deficit 
(which, as of March 31st, was 
$12,155).  This envelope is for the 
congregation to take and put as much 
extra money in it, to reduce the defi-
cit , whenever we can.  You can put 
your name on the envelope for ac-
counting purposes or not.  If you pre-
fer, you may also mail in a check with 
the words “Defeat the Deficit” in the 
memo line.  We, the Council, thank 
you in advance.  

- Sue Giuffrida 

FINANCIAL MATTERS... 

Our confirmands were Adryana 

Brooks, Zachary Cope, Ray Girard, 

Heather Karpe, Lee Kozlowski  and 

Faith Twining. 

Congratulations 

Confirmands! 

May 20, 2108  

 

Be a part of our News… 
 
If you have ideas, suggestions, or pho-
tos for our next issue, please email  
Karen Carta at : 

                                     churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org  
                                     before June  17th. 



 

NAMI Confidential Support groups are free and available to any adult families, partners and friends 

who have been affected by and/or are living with a loved one with mental health illness.  NAMI and the 

facilitators do not recommend or endorse any medications or other medical therapies.  The meetings 

are lead by trained volunteer facilitators.  Feel free to contact the facilitators with any questions.  No 

registration is required prior to attending a meeting.   

2nd Wednesday of each month Congregational Church   7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Contact:  Mary 203.213.6732  37 Main Street, Room 206  
or Amy 860.637.5458   Southington , CT 
 
 
2nd Thursday of each month  Doyle Senior Center    7:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 
Contact:  Michele 860.205.9542 120 Cedar Street 
     Newington, CT 
 
 
3rd Wednesday of each month CVH:  Page Hall    7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Contact Bob 860.637.3524  1000 Silver Street, Room 212 
or Jackie 860.342.2786  Middletown, CT  
 
 
Last Wednesday of each month Bristol Senior Center    7:00 p.m.  - 8:45 p.m.  
Contact:  Michele 860.205.9542 240 Stafford Avenue, Room 101 
     Bristol, CT 
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An Expression 
of Gratitude… 
 
Dear Members  of  
Faith Lutheran, 
 
Thank you for your  
mission support of $10,214.69 to the New 
England Synod in 2017. ...It has not gone 
unnoticed that your support of the mis-
sions of the church increased from that 
which was contributed in the prior year, 
and we are deeply grateful for your will-
ingness to share the additional funding.  
The generosity of people in the congre-
gations of this synod continue to be a 
sign of great hope, as we partner with 
Christ to give birth to a new church that is 
emerging around us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Bishop James E. Hazelwood 

  

Beginning in November, 
Pastor Rohrs will lead a 
book study on "Forgive for 
Good" from 10:30 - 11:30 
on Sundays. " Based on 
scientific research, this 
groundbreaking study from 
the frontiers of psychology 
and medicine offers star-
tling new insight into the 
healing powers and medi-
cal benefits of forgiveness.  

Through vivid examples 
(including his work with 
victims from both sides 
of Northern Ireland’s 
civil war), Dr. Fred Lus-
kin offers a proven nine
-step forgiveness meth-
od that makes it possi-
ble to move beyond be-
ing a victim to a life of 
improved health and 
contentment." It will 
have a generous 
amount of supporting 
scripture as well. All 
ages are welcome. 

Forgive for Good 
by Pr. Rohrs 
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This year’s Spring Luncheon was held 
on April 26th at the Red Fox Restau-
rant in Middletown.  This group knows 
how to have fun!  All are welcome to 
join them at their next gathering. 

Beth Stielau, Karen Swanson, Betty Bengtson, Jan Wright & 
Mary Bacon. 

Ray & Sue Girard. 

Bill Stielau & Gizella Vajda. 

John Sera, Laura Lenz, Ray & Sue Girard, Marge Smith and 
Donna Barney. 

Betty Wall, Giulio Giuffrida, Lee Downing,  
Gloria Ahlgren & Ellen Cassady. 

 

 

If you have a suggestion for another 
restaurant outing or would like to  
attend, please speak to our organizers 
Sue Giuffrida or Marge Smith.  
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It’s been pretty noisy on Sunday mornings here at 
Faith Lutheran Church!  We started a “Noisy Water 
Offering” last month to help our friends at Salem 
Lutheran Church in Flint, Michigan to support local 
residents who are STILL living with an inadequate 
water supply.  We are asking members to drop any 
spare change they have into the water bottle.  All 
donations will be sent directly to Salem Lutheran 
Church.  Thank you for helping our neighbors in 
need! 
 

- By Lee Kozlowski 

4 Years Too Long:  
Flint Water Crisis 

April 25, 2018 marked the fourth-year anniver-
sary of the on-going Flint Water Crisis. The 
People of Flint still do not have safe, clean, 
affordable drinking water. For two years the 
Government told Flint residents to “relax”, the 
water is safe.  

 

To say that the State government has been 
slow to respond to Flint is an understatement.  
The National Guard was deployed two years 
after the crisis began to distribute bottled wa-
ter. The National Guard was too expensive so 
the distribution operation was turned over to 
the Michigan State Police Department of 
Homeland Security. It took a lawsuit by resi-
dents to force the Government to begin fund-
ing long-term solutions, infrastructure repair, 
and door-to-door bottled water to the home-
bound and most vulnerable populations. In 
September 2017, the State shut down the 
warehouse.  

Editor’s Note:  We recently received the May 
2018 “Scroll” newsletter from our mission part-
ners at Salem Lutheran Church in Flint, Michigan.  
This issue gave an update on their water crisis 
and has been re-printed with permission below.  
We will also be providing hardcopies of the news-
letter, which includes a more detailed article, in 
our Connector and  Fellowship Café. 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.”  
 
Matthew 11: 28-30 

The door-to-door bottled water operation was 
turned over to community partners. Salem 
Lutheran was one such community partner. 
The program serviced nearly 3000 house-
holds and Salem Lutheran provided bottled 
water delivery for 270 households weekly. 
Governor Snyder’s decision to close the wa-
ter PODS has brought significant backlash 
from across the nation.  

Many rallied to commemorate the anniver-
sary – the group gathered in prayer, shared 
powerful testimonies and remembered the 12 
people who died of Legionnaires during the 
water crisis. Flint residents led a silent march 
from Lansing City Hall to the Michigan De-
partment of Environmental Quality carrying a 
symbolic coffin to honor the lives lost and to 
acknowledge the failure of the MDEQ to pro-
tect the people of Flint. The recent MDEQ 
permit approval for Nestle Waters to draw 
400 gallons per minute of water from a Michi-
gan aquafer for a mere $200 permit fee while 
Flint residents have water bills of $200 per 
month for tap water that cannot be con-
sumed. It’s outrageous!!! The rally included 
Lutherans from Salem, All Saints-Heartland, 
and ELCA National church. Our prayer is that 
Flint will not have to wait another 4 years be-
fore this problem is fixed.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



     
     Living Stewardship for June 2018: 

 
Assisting Ministers:  June 3: Faith Twining; June 10:  Lee Kozlowski;  
                                June 17: David Winkel; June 24:  David Winkel 
 
Communion Ass’ts:  June 3:  Bill Tacke; June 10:  John Twining;  
                                 June 17: Joal Lentz; June 24:  Steve McDermott 
 
Greeters:  June 3: Pat Stielau; June 10:  Bev Radziwon;  
                 June 17: Marian Schultz; June 24: Janet Hayn 
 
 
Ushers: June 3:   Jay Huntington, Lee Kozlowski, John Twining, Jan Wright 
             June 10:  Bill Bacon, Lee Downing, Liz Helbig, Steve McDermott 
             June 17:  Dave Blasco, Diana Huntington, Heather Karpe, Jan Wright 
             June 24:  Kathy Raczka, Gizella Vajda, David Youngs, Kevin Zabinski 
 
Openers/Closers:  June 3:  Heather Karpe/John Twining; June 10:  Bill Tacke/Steilaus;  
                              June 17:  Steve McDermott/Tom Kugeman; June 24:  Lee Kozlowski/John Twining 
 
Counters/Depositors:  June 3:  Sue Giuffrida/Janet Wright; June 10:  Dave Blasco/Faith Twining; 
              June 17:  David Youngs/David Winkel; June 24:  Verne Harrison/Jen Cope 
 
Altar Guild:  June 3: Lee Kozlowski; June 10: Jan Wright; June 17: Shirley Salafia;  
                   June 24: Marian Schultz 
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Our Church’s   

Strategic  Direction:  
 

 

Address ing Hunger in M iddletown;  

 

Sharing Knowledge ;  

 

Serving & empowering Youth & Sen iors  

 

How? Coord inat ing assets  in our commu-

nity to  meet needs ;  and  

 

Communicating about resources  & 

e vents .  

    

SAVE THE DATE -  
JUNE 24TH… 
 
Our annual outdoor combined 
worship with Zion Lutheran in 
Portland will be held at Faith on 
the last Sunday in June (June 
24th).  Pastor Cathy Rohrs will 

preside and Pastor Kari Rinas will preach for us.   
Weather permitting, we will hold the service on our front 
lawn at 9:30 a.m. with seating on the sidewalks for 
those who do not wish to walk on the grass.  If the 
weather is not favorable, we will hold worship in the 
basement Fellowship Hall.  A brunch/lunch potluck in 
the Fellowship Hall will follow worship. So bring your 
smile & a dish to share and invite a friend or long-lost 
member to come celebrate with us!  

SUMMER WORSHIP 
 
If the temperature is forecast to be 
over 90 degrees on a summer 
Sunday, we plan to worship in the 
basement where it can be up to 20 
degrees cooler than the sanctuary 
and where we have ice pops for 
after the service! 



     1 
 
7:30pm 
AA 
 
10pm NA 
 

2 

 

8pm NA 

 

3 

9am Eucharist 

10:30am  Last day of  
Sunday School, Fellowship 
Hour 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

 
 

4 
 
7:30pm AA 

 
 
 

5 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

6:30pm 
Council  

 

 

 

6 
 

6pm WTW 

 

7:30– 9pm 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study 

7 

5-7pm Bob 
Barney’s Band 
Rehearsal 

 

 

8 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

9 

8pm NA 

 

 

10 

9am Eucharist 

10:30am  Fellowship Hour 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

 
 
 

11 

 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

12 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

 

 
 

 

13  

6pm WTW 

 
7:30– 9 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study  

 

 

14 

5-7pm Bob 
Barney’s Band 
Rehearsal 

 

15 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

8pm NA 

 

 

17  

9am Eucharist   
 
10:30am  Fellowship Hour  
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 
 
 

18 

7:30pm AA 

19 

9am  
Dominoes &  
Knitters 
Groups 
 

7pm Ruth 
Unit at Luther 

20 

6pm WTW 

 
7:30– 9pm 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study 

21 

5-7pm Bob 

Barney’s Band 

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

22 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

 
 

23 

 

8pm NA 

 

 

24 

9:30am Outdoor Worship 
w/Zion here at FLC; potluck 
luncheon to follow 

 
1:15-7pm United Pent’ls 

 

25 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

26 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

27 

6pm WTW 

 
7:30– 9pm 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study 

28 

5-7pm Bob 

Barney’s Band 

Rehearsal 

 

 

29 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

30 

 

8pm NA 

Sun MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

 

JUNE 2018 AT  

FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 



OUR GARDEN… 
 
The front door area 
of our church is hot, 
dry, and very sunny. 
It is difficult to find 
plants that will thrive 
in these conditions for the gardens there, 
especially the little garden space surround-
ed by concrete. This is where you may be 
able to help. Do you have a sunny and dry 
natural area of your yard that has a batch of 
wild yarrow like the plant and flowers in the 
photgraph?  Would you be willing to trans-
plant a plant or two into our struggling gar-
den? Or you could phone Sue Girard for 
instructions or assistance. Thank you to 
Sue and her husband Ray for shepherding 
our church gardens so wonderfully!  
 
By Pastor Rohrs 
 

 

If you’ve ever heard the Faith Lutheran 
Church Choir, you know how amazing they 
are.  All that talent doesn’t just happen; it 
comes from practice during the week and 
practice on Sunday morning.   Now that 
summer has arrived, the 
choir room upstairs is un-
bearably hot and they can-
not use the area to practice.   
 
Before we even had a 
chance to ask if someone 
was able to donate a porta-
ble air conditioner, Pat and 
Bob Stielau heard through the grapevine 
and donated one!  THANK YOU!!  The choir 
very much appreciates your generosity! 
 
It is possible to move this air conditioner 
back and forth between the choir room and 
the financial office; however, if anyone else 
has a new or used portable air conditioner, 
we would love to put it to use in the financial 
office.  Thank you!  
 
By Lee Kozlowski 

Save the date! “God’s work. Our 
hands.” Sunday will be Sunday,  
September 9, 2018. This day is an  
opportunity to celebrate who we are as 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America – one church, freed in Christ to 
serve and love our neighbor. Service 
activities offer an opportunity for us to 
explore one of our most basic convic-
tions as Lutherans: that all of life in Je-
sus Christ – every act of service, in 
every daily calling, in every corner of 
life – flows freely from a living, daring 
confidence in God’s grace. You work 
every day to make your community a 
better place. Let us continue doing this 
work together in 2018! Share your ide-
as on how you would support Faith Lu-
theran Church’s participation. Visit hp://
www.elca.org/dayofservice to view a 
video and access additional resources 
so you can help guide OUR congrega-
tion’s planning, promotion and more.  
 

 

Thank you to everyone for our 
collective efforts:  in 2017, the 
New England Synod congre-
gations and individuals raised 
$483,201 for the ELCA World 
Hunger Appeal.  This makes 
us the 9th highest giving syn-
od, which is quite significant 
considering that the New Eng-
land Synod has fewer Luther-
ans than most of the 65  
synods.  
 
 

http://www.elca.org/dayofservice


age  

Faith brings strength and hope. 

 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com 
Bob Barney, Jr. , Minister of Music 
Karen Carta, Office Administrator 
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Follow us on... 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

 

 

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation planning. 

We were also informed of a local 
facility called “Halle House” 
where some of their clients re-
side.  It provides treatment as 
well as parent training for moth-
ers in recovery all while their in-
fants remain by their sides.  The 
challenge now is that the govern-
ment has reduced funding, short-
ening the mothers’ lengths of 
stay from 6-9 months to just 3-6 
months.  These are all very real 
concerns facing this enrollment 
and the families of the program. 

 

Our dialogue triggered some 
brainstorming about how we, at 
Faith, can reach out more effec-
tively to our community.  Some 
ideas included becoming a distri-
bution center for Food Share pro-
ject; offering take home meals (in 
which our members would possi-
bly make homemade soups and 
package for ACES’ clients) and 
registering our weekly Welcome 
Table Wednesday program on 
“211”, a public service phone 
number that informs callers of 
free meals throughout the area.  
Perhaps while you are reading 
this, some thoughts may have 
come to your minds.  Please 
share them 
with us as you 
are all im-
portant mem-
bers in this 
partnership. 

 

We concluded 
our meeting with a conversation 
regarding the ACES’ playground.  
Its anticipated grand opening 
should be some time later this 
spring/summer.  With our Coun-
cil’s subsequent approval, Faith 
has offered to provide ice cream/
desserts for this exciting commu-
nity event.   Stay tuned for more 
details as they unfold!  

 

- By Karen Carta  

 

 

ACES/Early Head State hosted a  

Community Partnership & Program 
Planning Meeting/Brunch on April 
27, 2018.  Pr. Rohrs and I joined in 
the discussion about – 

 
 General communication be-

tween ACES and other pro-
grams; 

 
 Financial/Housing issues; and 

 Faith Lutheran’s connection 
with neighbors in need.  

 
ACES’ Early Head Start has a goal 
to expand within 3-5 years.  It con-
tinues to serve 60 families from 6  
surrounding towns.  The organiza-
tion embraces change by constant-
ly adjusting its short and long term 
goals to reflect societal changes 
around us. 

 

There are a few key issues facing 
local families in need.  Some fami-
lies actually make more income 
than the federal guidelines allow 
and therefore, ACES can’t accept 
all families that are above those 
income guidelines.  Another prob-
lem is the cost of housing in Mid-
dletown.  A small apartment rental 
can set back a family making mini-
mum wage $1,000 per month; 
therefore, forcing many to seek 
housing beyond ACES’ service ar-
ea (ie: Meriden).   

UPDATE 
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