
We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 
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Faith brings  

strength & hope. 

 

 

2018 Synod Assembly from FLC were  

Pr. Cathy Rohrs, Donna Barney,  

Elizabeth Rohrs and Joal Lentz. 

[From an email dated June 14, 2018:]  

 

Bishop James Hazelwood was elected to a 
second term as Bishop of the New Eng-
land Synod at last weekend's annual Assem-
bly, held at the MassMutual Center in Spring-
field, Mass.  The Assembly featured repre-
sentatives from a number of our new mission 
starts, guests from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, one of 

our seminary students, and a representative from the Muslim commu-
nity of Hartford.  Uplifting worship services at the beginning and end 
of Assembly provided capstones to three days of listening, learning, 
sharing, and fellowship that included two keynote presentations, a 
dozen workshops and two dozen exhibitors showcasing the many 
ministries with whom the New England Synod has a relationship. 

If you missed attending Assembly, you can watch the recordings on this website. 

2018 Synod Assembly Highlights... 

Faith Lutheran Church was 
well represented at this  
year’s New England Synod 
Assembly held June 1 - 3, 
2018.  As you can see by 
the photo on the left, the 
conference provided many 
opportunities for fellowship 
with one another and area 
Lutheran congregations.  If 
you’d like to be considered 
as a representative for the 
2019 Assembly, please see 
either Pastor Rohrs or  
Steve McDermott, Council 
President.     

https://livestream.com/accounts/27385173/nesassembly2018?utm_content=c7d03bcec50b5efc1252f8161a4d0b9a&utm_campaign=Bishop%20Hazelwood%20elected%20to%202nd%20term&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
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Let’s celebrate July birthdays... 
 

7/2 Diane Hayn 

7/4 Bev Radziwon 

7/8 Bill Tacke 

7/9 Helen Pennington 

7/13 Agnes Marchinkoski 

7/18 Betty Schaffer 

7/20 Freesia Singngam 

7/21 Janet Hayn 

7/24 Kathy Hartline, Adam Hayn 

7/25 Thomas Bacon  

7/26 Al Abbott 

7/28 Hailey Hartline 

7/30 Elizabeth St. Paul-Ledger 

7/31 Emily Bacon 

  

Defeat the Deficit 
 

The Council decided at its last meeting  that  
an envelope should be inserted into the bul-
letin once a month as a way of reminding the 
congregation of our budget deficit (which, as 
of March 31st, was $12,155).  This envelope 
is for the congregation to take and put as 
much extra money in it, to reduce the  

deficit , whenever we can.  You can put your 
name on the envelope for accounting pur-
poses or not.  If you pre-
fer, you may also mail in 
a check with the words 
“Defeat the Deficit” in 
the memo line.  We, the 
Council, thank you in advance.  

 

- Sue Giuffrida 

FINANCIAL MATTERS... 

 
Be a part of our News… 

 
 
If you have ide-
as, sugges-
tions, or photos 
for our next is-
sue, please 
email Karen 
Carta at : 
  

churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org                                      
before July 23rd. 

 

SUMMER OFFICE 
HOURS ARE  
APPROACHING… 
 
Just a friendly reminder 
that the Office Adminis-
trator works Tuesdays - 
Thursdays from 9 to 1  
from July 1st through 

Labor Day.  Pr. Rohrs will continue her office 
hours of Wednesdays and Thursdays also 
from 9 to 1.  Still, it would be a good idea to 
call ahead before stopping by the church, just 
to make sure one of us is here.  

Our Outdoor Service 
with Zion Lutheran of 
Portland,  held on June 
24th, went very well.  
The  weather was  
perfect.  It was cloudy 
and breezy but not too 
cold.  After the service 
finished,  the sun came 
out.  Perfect! 

Have a safe and fun summer! 



 

NAMI Confidential Support groups are free and available to any adult families, partners and friends 

who have been affected by and/or are living with a loved one with mental health illness.  NAMI and the 

facilitators do not recommend or endorse any medications or other medical therapies.  The meetings 

are lead by trained volunteer facilitators.  Feel free to contact the facilitators with any questions.  No 

registration is required prior to attending a meeting.   

2nd Wednesday of each month Congregational Church   7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Contact:  Mary 203.213.6732  37 Main Street, Room 206  
or Amy 860.637.5458   Southington , CT 
 
 
2nd Thursday of each month  Doyle Senior Center    7:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 
Contact:  Michele 860.205.9542 120 Cedar Street 
     Newington, CT 
 
 
3rd Wednesday of each month CVH:  Page Hall    7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Contact Bob 860.637.3524  1000 Silver Street, Room 212 
or Jackie 860.342.2786  Middletown, CT  
 
 
Last Wednesday of each month Bristol Senior Center    7:00 p.m.  - 8:45 p.m.  
Contact:  Michele 860.205.9542 240 Stafford Avenue, Room 101 
     Bristol, CT 
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Beginning in November, 
Pastor Rohrs will lead a 
book study on "Forgive for 
Good" from 10:30 - 11:30 
on Sundays. " Based on 
scientific research, this 
groundbreaking study from 
the frontiers of psychology 
and medicine offers star-
tling new insight into the 
healing powers and medi-
cal benefits of forgiveness.  

Through vivid examples 
(including his work with 
victims from both sides 
of Northern Ireland’s 
civil war), Dr. Fred Lus-
kin offers a proven nine
-step forgiveness meth-
od that makes it possi-
ble to move beyond be-
ing a victim to a life of 
improved health and 
contentment." It will 
have a generous 
amount of supporting 
scripture as well. All 
ages are welcome. 

Forgive for Good 
by Pr. Rohrs 

Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you so much for your gift to support  
the Amazing Grace Food Pantry, a program 
of St. Vincent DePaul Middletown.  Our food 
pantry serves more than 1,000 households 
every month - including approximately 1500 
adults, 650 children and 350 seniors… 
 
Our pantry is really a community project - a 
fine example of folks caring for their neigh-
bors.   Your donation enables us to continue 
to Meet Needs & Offer Hope in Middletown. 
 
Ron Krom, Executive Director  
St. Vincent DePaul Place, Middletown, CT 

 
A note of thanks for 

our donation of   
$69.00 from  

FLC church members. 
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Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, 
and all supplies are included with your $100 
per couple registration fee, plus toward the 
end of the weekend you will be given an op-
portunity to make a confidential contribution of 
whatever amount you wish to help cover ex-
penses and towards the continuation of the 
program. To be sure to get the Weekend of 
your choice, sign up at your earliest conven-
ience by going to the website: 
www.GodLovesMarriage.org and paying the 
$100/couple registration fee with your credit 
card, or marking the option to mail a check. 
For questions, or if you would like a brochure 
mailed to you, contact Northeast US Directors 
of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie 
Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or  

fjschamber@comcast.net.  

Attention Married Couples: 

We would never expect a car to run smoothly for-
ever without a tune-up, so why do we expect our 
marriage relationship to keep running smoothly 
without a little maintenance? Treat yourselves to 
a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend!  The 
fall northeast US Lutheran Marriage Encounter 
Weekends are: 

 

September 14-15, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in 
Canadensis, PA.  A great hotel-style facility locat-
ed in 800 acres of woodlands heart of the Pocono 
Mountains.  An hour north of Allentown. 

 

October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center.  
A stunning, hotel-style retreat next to Olmsted 
Mansion in Allegheny National Forest, three 
hours north of Pittsburgh. 

 

November 9-11, 2018 at Hampton Inn Berkshires 
in Lenox, MA.  A lovely hotel beautifully situated 
on the edge nature preserve in the heart of the 
Berkshires.  An hour northwest of Springfield, MA. 

 

Seafarer’s Hat 
  

Calling all knitters! The Seafarers International (123 East 15
th
 Street, New York, NY 10003, 

212.677.4800) gives out hundreds of handmade donated hats to  

seafarer’s in need every year. If you would like to make some hats for them, 
Joan Kappler of Madison, New Jersey has provided directions. 

 

 Materials: 
Yarn - Red Heart Super Saver OR any worsted weight yarn, but NOT wool. 
Needles: 2, sized 6 or 7. 
  
     Instructions: 
     Cast on 84 stitches 

           Row 1    knit 2, purl 2 
           Row 2    knit 2, purl 2 
      Continue until piece measures 3 or 4 inches from the beginning 
      Then continue in stockinette stitch           
           Row 1    knit across 
           Row 2    purl across 
 
       Continue until piece measures 8 inches from beginning 
 
       Start decreasing               

Row  1 knit 2 together, knit 2 across row 
Row  2   purl across 
 
Cut yarn  leaving a length of 15 inches to weave through the 12 stitches and sew up the seam. 

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
https://maps.google.com/?q=123+East+15&entry=gmail&source=g


Page 5 

Good News  
Garage 
  
Since Hal Colston had 
the visionary idea that 
gave rise to Good 
News Garage over 21 
years ago nearly 
5,000 families have received a life-changing 
vehicle. Vehicle donations come from all 
over New England. In 2017 2,082 vehicles 
were donated with an average mileage of 
170,484. Donate a car – change a life! Do-
nating a car is the driving force behind the 
GNG programs, but there are many ways to 
support their mission and programs. $25 will 
pay for windshield wipers, $50 for an oil 
change, $100 Transmission service, $250 
set of tires, $400 timing belt/water pump re-
placement, $1,000 shocks and struts re-
placement. For more information on Good 
News Garages three programs – Wheels to 
Work;  JumpStart; and Ready To Go – 
please visit www.GoodNewsGarage.org or 
call 877-GIVE-AUTO (877.448.3288). 

 

- Submitted by Pastor Rohrs 

 

It’s been pretty noise on Sunday mornings 
here at Faith Lutheran Church!  We start-
ed a “Noisy Water Offering”  recently to 
help our mission partners at Salem Luther-
an church in Flint, Michigan to support 
local residents who are STILL living with an 
inadequate water supply.  We are asking 
members to drop any spare change they 
have into the water bottle.  All donations 
will be sent directly to Salem Lutheran 
Church.  Thank s for helping our neighbors 
in need!! 

- by Lee Kozlowski 

The New England School of Lay Ministry offers a 
two-year educational program for laypersons. The 
program is designed to give adult students an op-
portunity to grow in their faith for the purpose of 
personal spiritual development, biblical enrich-
ment, and life-long learning. Any one over 18 can 
enroll. No educational prerequisite or expectation 
of prior biblical or theological knowledge is re-
quired. Each year the course will require approxi-
mately 60 hours of group work (DVD instruction 
or Bible study) with additional hours of reading 
associated with each lesson. Part of the curricu-
lum is delivered during two mandatory retreats at 
Camp Calumet each year, one in the fall and one 

in the spring, and they are scheduled to re-
quire minimal time away from home and work 
(Friday evening until Sunday noon). The aver-
age student attends the school primarily for 
personal enrichment. There are no tests given, 
papers required, or grades assigned. Follow-
ing completion of study, a Certificate of Com-
pletion is awarded at graduation during Synod 
Assembly. This certifies that the graduate has 
completed the curriculum of the School of Lay 
Ministry. The cost of the program is $550 per 
year. The school website is 
www.nesyodslm.com  For further information, 
please contact Judy Armelin, Dean of the 
School of Lay Ministry, at judyarm22@aol.com 
or (978) 270-6026. 

 

- Submitted by Pastor Rohrs 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

http://www.goodnewsgarage.org/
http://www.nesyodslm.com/


     
     Living Stewardship for July 2018: 

 
Assisting Ministers:  July 1:    Donna Barney; July 8:  Sue Giuffrida;  
                                 July 15:  Jay Huntington; July 22:  Lee Kozlowski;  
                                 July 29:  Steve McDermott 
 
Communion Ass’ts:  July 1:    Liz Helbig; July 8:  Heather Karpe;  
                                 July 15:  Diana Huntington; July 22:  Joal Lentz;  
                                 July 29:  Kathy Raczka 
 
Greeters:  July 1:    Anita Malloy; July 8:  Eileen Bengtson; July 15:  Shirley Salafia; 
                 July 22:  Marian Schultz; July 29:  Marie Logan 
 
Ushers:   July 1:     Bill Bacon, Dave Blasco, Lee Downing, Heather Karpe 
                July 8:     Liz Helbig, Steve McDermott, Kathy Raczka, Bill Tacke 
                July 15:   John Twining, Jan Wright, David Youngs  
                July 22:   Bill Bacon, Dave Blasco,Lee Downing, Kevin Zabinski  
                July 29:   Liz Helbig, Diana & Jay Huntington, Heather Karpe 
 
 Openers/Closers:  July 1:     Lee Kozlowski/Tom Kugeman; July 8:  Donna Barney/John Twining;   
                               July 15:   Heather Karpe/TBD; July 22:  Steve McDermott /Tom Kugeman; 
                               July 29:   Bill Tacke/John Twining 
 
Counters/Depositors:  July 1:     Beth Stielau/John Twining; July 8:  Sue Giuffrida/Jan Wright;   
                                    July 15:   Dave Blasco/Faith Twining; July 22:  David Youngs/David Winkel;  
                                    July 29:   Verne Harrison/Jen Cope 
 
Altar Guild:  July 1:  Jan Wright; July 8:  Lee Kozlowski; July 15:  Liz Helbig; July 22:  Diana Huntington;          
                    July 29:  Shirley Salafia 
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Our Church’s   

Strategic  Direction:  
 

 

Address ing Hunger in M iddletown;  

 

Sharing Knowledge ;  

 

Serving & empowering Youth & Seniors  

 

How? Coord inat ing assets  in  our commu-

nity to  meet needs ;  and  

 

Communicating about resources  & 

e vents .  

    

SUMMER WORSHIP 
 
The first time the temperature is forecast to be 
over 90 degrees on a summer Sunday, we plan 
to try worshiping in the air conditioned 
café.  If it is too cramped, the next 
time we will try the basement where it 
can be up to 20 degrees cooler than 
the sanctuary and where we have ice 
pops for after the service!  

Thank you  
to our volunteers! 

 

Before you leave…. 
 
If you have plans to go 
away on vacation, please 
make sure your pledge to 
Faith Lutheran is up to 
date.  The church remains 
operational all year long.  
Thank you! 



1 
 
9am Eucharist 

10:30am  Fellowship Hour 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

 

2 

7:30pm AA 

3 

 

No Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

 

4  

6pm WTW 

7:30– 9pm 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study 

5 

5-7pm Bob 

Barney’s Band 

Rehearsal 

6 
 
7:30pm 
AA 
 
10pm NA 
 

7 

 

8pm NA 

 

8 

9am Eucharist 

10:30am  Fellowship Hour 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

 
 

9 
 
7:30pm AA 

 
 
 

10 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

6:30pm 
Council  

 

 

 

11 
 

6pm WTW 

 

7:30– 9pm 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study 

12 

5-7pm Bob 
Barney’s Band 
Rehearsal 

 

 

13 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

14 

8pm NA 

 

 

15 

9am Eucharist 

10:30am  Fellowship Hour 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

 
 
 

16 

 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

17 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

 

7pm Ruth 
Unit at Luther 
Ridge 
 

 

18  

6pm WTW 

 
7:30– 9 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study  

 

 

19 

5-7pm Bob 
Barney’s Band 
Rehearsal 

 

20 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

8pm NA 

 

 

22  

9am Eucharist   
 
10:30am  Fellowship Hour  
 
St. Vincent DePaul dinner 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

23 

7:30pm AA 

24 

9am  
Martha Unit/
Knitters 

25 

6pm WTW 

 
7:30– 9pm 
United 
Pentecos-
tal Bible 
Study 

26 

5-7pm Bob 

Barney’s Band 

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

27 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

 
 

28 

 

Noon-10pm NA 

Anniversary party 
 

 

29 

9am Eucharist   
 
10:30am  Fellowship Hour  
 

1:15-7pm United Pent’ls 
 

30 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

31 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

  

 

 

  

Sun MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

 
JULY 2018 AT  

FAITH  
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 



OUR GARDEN… 
 
The front door area 
of our church is hot, 
dry, and very sunny. 
It is difficult to find 
plants that will thrive 
in these conditions for the gardens there, 
especially the little garden space surround-
ed by concrete. This is where you may be 
able to help. Do you have a sunny and dry 
natural area of your yard that has a batch of 
wild yarrow like the plant and flowers in the 
photgraph?  Would you be willing to trans-
plant a plant or two into our struggling gar-
den? Or you could phone Sue Girard for 
instructions or assistance. Thank you to 
Sue and her husband Ray for shepherding 
our church gardens so wonderfully!  
 
By Pastor Rohrs 
 

 

If you’ve ever heard the Faith Lutheran 
Church Choir, you know how amazing they 
are.  All that talent doesn’t just happen; it 
comes from practice during the week and 
practice on Sunday morning.   Now that 
summer has arrived, the 
choir room upstairs is un-
bearably hot and they can-
not use the area to practice.   
 
Before we even had a 
chance to ask if someone 
was able to donate a porta-
ble air conditioner, Pat and 
Bob Stielau heard through the grapevine 
and donated one!  THANK YOU!!  The choir 
very much appreciates your generosity! 
 
It is possible to move this air conditioner 
back and forth between the choir room and 
the financial office; however, if anyone else 
has a new or used portable air conditioner, 
we would love to put it to use in the financial 
office.  Thank you!  
 
By Lee Kozlowski 

Save the date! “God’s work. Our 
hands.” Sunday will be Sunday,  
September 9, 2018. This day is an  
opportunity to celebrate who we are as 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America – one church, freed in Christ to 
serve and love our neighbor. Service 
activities offer an opportunity for us to 
explore one of our most basic convic-
tions as Lutherans: that all of life in Je-
sus Christ – every act of service, in 
every daily calling, in every corner of 
life – flows freely from a living, daring 
confidence in God’s grace. You work 
every day to make your community a 
better place. Let us continue doing this 
work together in 2018! Share your ide-
as on how you would support Faith Lu-
theran Church’s participation. Visit hp://
www.elca.org/dayofservice to view a 
video and access additional resources 
so you can help guide OUR congrega-
tion’s planning, promotion and more.  
 

 

St. Vincent DePaul 
Dinner -  

July 22nd. 
Be a Part of the 

Fun! 

 
 

 

We are doing well with seeking food donations for 
our “Summer Picnic” themed dinner of hot dogs, 
baked beans, potato salad, fruit juice and desserts.  
Please see Margaret D’Aquila if you’d like to do-
nate something or are interested in preparing or 
serving up the food. Many hands make light work! 
Thank  you. 

http://www.elca.org/dayofservice


age  

Faith brings strength and hope. 

 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com 
Bob Barney, Jr. , Minister of Music 
Karen Carta, Office Administrator 
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Follow us on... 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

 

 

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation planning. 
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A Message of Appreciation...  
 
At Calumet, people of all ages, all abilities, all backgrounds, all vari-
eties of thinking, all expressions of self, and all parts of God’s crea-
tion come to the shores  of Ossipee Lake to be touched by the Sa-
cred one.  God the Creator, the mystery beyond all mysteries, is 
always making cool newness happen.  Jesus the heart-changer, 
the opener of every door and eraser of every line drawn in the 
sand, is always making cool newness happen.  The Spirit, the 
dancer & surprise, the one who winks at us as we are touched by 
goodness at every turn, is always making cool newness happen.  
Together - all of us who make up Calumet Nation, a beautiful force 
of good and for good which is both here and now and which ex-
tends to far off places - we see to it that the holy happenings here 
by the lake can continue.  Thank you for your gift during the 
2017 calendar year.  

 

A place for… 
 

giving, experimenting, 
wandering, pondering, 

responding and 
sharing. 


