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We are Faith...
God’s purpose for our
new church is to unite
unconditionally,
sharing God’s love
through our growing
faith and mission with
everyone in the name
of Jesus Christ.

Forgiveness is a gift you give yourself.
After hearing the news about the
priests in Pennsylvania, my heart is
breaking for the innocence lost of
so many Roman Catholic children
who trusted, and whose parents
trusted, clergy who secretly abused
them egregiously.
For all people who have been
abused in any way by a clergyperson, I ache along with you. I
dare to say that I think God aches
along with you. Those clergy persons have betrayed God. God entrusted them with sacred duties
which they exploited for fleeting
personal gain.
Report them when it is safe to do
so. Guard people from them. Turn
to your Lord who longs to comfort
you and who has said, “Let me
teach you, because I am humble
and gentle at heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.” (Matthew
11:29)

Grief can be a holy time because
when you feel void of hope, there
is room for the Lord your ultimate
spiritual director to replace what
you have lost with peace, and
comfort and hope for the future.
What can I do for you? If you
need to talk, please call me. My
office number is 860-347-6068. If
you wonder if you can ever forgive them or someone else who
has wronged you, come to our
Sunday School discussion class
beginning the first Sunday in November (and going weekly for
months after that) from 10:30am
– 11:30am where we will discuss
the topic of forgiveness from a
biblical perspective. Forgiveness
is a gift you give to yourself and
you deserve something nice, especially after all you have been
through.
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Let’s celebrate
birthdays...
9/1
9/2
9/4
9/8
9/9
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30

Michael Brooks, Sr.
Bette Behm
Jan Kurneta, Betty Paulson
Rich Radziwon
Ray Anderson
George Winter
Nancy Ahlquist
Michael Bacon
Pat Stielau
Allison McDermott
Marion Martin
Cathy Vynalek
Betty Wall

Middlesex Hospital Policy Change for
Clergy Visits…
If you should want the pastor to know that you are in
the hospital, the hospital policy has changed. The
hospital will no longer automatically call the church
office even if your records show you are affiliated with
our church. Please ask, or have your family ask, to
see the hospital chaplain. When the chaplain arrives,
let them know that you would like your pastor to be
informed that you are in the hospital. They will then
contact our office. The patient now has to make a
specific request.

Congratulations to ...
Tabitha DeMerchant and Jack Beman on
the birth of their son, Mathew James, on
Sunday, August 12th. Mathew measured
8lbs 4oz and 21" long. Best wishes to this
new family and grandparents Robin &
Dave DeMerchant as well as great grandmother Marian Schultz.

Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords
Seeking New Members…
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords is seeking
new members (age 18 and above) in all voice
parts to join their “family”. You do not need to be
a hospital employee or Middletown resident to
join. No auditions are necessary but a love of
music, singing and a commitment to rehearse
every week are required. New members will be
accepted until September 18th. Rehearsals will
resume at St. Francis Church, Msgr. Fox Parish
Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown on Tuesday, August
28th from 6:45pm to 9 pm. The holiday concert
will be held on Sunday, December 2nd. Help us to
promote our mission to lift spirits, relieve stress
and heal souls with music, Call 860.342.3`120 and
mentioned Vocal Chords or visit
Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords.

REMINDER...

Our Holiday Fair will be
Saturday, December 1st.
Please mark your calendars
and let the preparations
begin!

Sunday School
resumes on Sept. 16th
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September means back to school
– and back to Sunday School!

It’s almost Stewardship time…
Please give some thought to what you
can do for your congregation. Pledging
will begin in November. At that time, we
will also ask you how you might be able
to volunteer your time for Faith Lutheran. Remember, we should all BE the
church!
Sue Giuffrida and Joal Lentz,
Stewardship Co-Chairpersons

Classes for pre-K through confirmation will resume September 16
following 9 am Sunday worship.
Instruction is free, and all children are welcome.
We have another year of learning, fellowship,
and fun to look forward to, so come and bring
your friends! Please complete the registration
form attached to this newsletter, and return to
the church office. If you have questions,
please email me at eifrigjen@netscape.net.
I’m looking forward to seeing you!
Jen Eifrig, Superintendent

THANK YOU FROM ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Forgive for Good

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for providing such a wonderful Sunday evening meal for our guests on
July 22nd. They enjoyed the delicious
meal of hot dogs,
beans, potato salad,
dessert and juice.
What a great meal
you provided for our
guests. They thoroughly enjoyed it!
You will be happy to know that you served 100
meals. We also appreciate the 5 volunteers
who did a wonderful job serving and cleaning
up afterward. You are all to be commended for
a job well done.
Sincerely and gratefully,
Zully Torres, Admin Asst Program Coordinator

by Pr. Rohrs

Beginning on Sunday, November 4th,
Pastor Rohrs will
lead a book study
on "Forgive for
Good" from 10:30 11:30 on Sundays. "
Based on scientific
research, this
groundbreaking
study from the frontiers of psychology
and medicine offers
startling new insight
into the healing
powers and medical
benefits of forgiveness.

Through vivid examples (including his
work with victims from
both sides of Northern
Ireland’s civil war), Dr.
Fred Luskin offers a
proven nine-step forgiveness method that
makes it possible to
move beyond being a
victim to a life of improved health and contentment." It will have a
generous amount of
supporting scripture as
well. Participants are
asked to purchase the
book “Forgive for
Good” by Dr. Fred Luskin. All ages are welcome.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM
Please register your child (pre-K through 9th grade) for Sunday School/confirmation at Faith Lutheran Church
Name __________________________________________ Age or Grade ______________________________________
Parents’ Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State _________________ Zip __________________________
Telephone ____________________________ Parent’s email**_____________________________________________
**Primary communication is via email
My child has been baptized: Yes/No

Date: _______________________________________________________

My child has attended Sunday School in the past: Yes/No

Dates_________________________________________

My child has received instruction for Holy Communion: Yes/No

Date: __________________________

My child has the following special needs: ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
My child has the following allergies/medical conditions: __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
By signing this form, I/we agree to:

•
•
•

Faithfully bring my child to worship and Sunday School throughout the year
Continue praying and learning with my child at home

Witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our daily lives
Participate in the life and activities of our congregation and Sunday School
Faith Lutheran Church will occasionally take photo or video of its members for use in official publications, including
newsletters, press releases, advertising, web site, and social media. Names of minors will not be disclosed. By participating in Sunday School, parents are giving permission to use their children’s images as described, unless they indicate
otherwise: _____I/we DO NOT given permission for my child’s image to appear in FLC’s publications and electronic media.
Signature: _______________________________________________

Date: ______________________________
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A timely story…
“I said I was a grand dragon of the KKK, and then

the Klan wasn’t hateful enough for me, so I decided to become a Nazi - and a lot of them, their jaws
about hit the floor and their eyes got real big,” Parker recalls. “But after the service, not a single one
of them had anything negative to say. They’re all
coming up and hugging me and shaking my hand,
you know, building me up instead of tearing me
down.”

I recently wrote to our mission partners at Salem
Lutheran and got this response…

- Information submitted by Pr. Rohrs

Thank you so much for reaching out. The situation
in Flint is still very dire. We are running a water
program for residents who are medically critical
and people with disabilities. And we are running
short of funding for this program. Our answering
machine is often full from residents calling to be a
part of our water delivery program. Checks can
be made payable to Salem Lutheran Church
MEMO: Water Crisis.

While Pastor Rohrs is away…

You are all a Godsend! Thank you so much for
remembering the people of Flint! Your donation
is lifeline for us.

From there, the transformation sped up.
On July 21, wearing the different kind of robe, Parker waded into the Atlantic surrounded by members of that same church. McKinnon embraced
him, and then dipped his head down into the water
to baptize him. For more on this story, please click
on this link.

Pr. Rohrs will be taking a week long
vacation from September 12th
through September 18th. Then
from September 19th through- October 17th, she will be on medical
leave . During these times, the following ministers will be preaching
and presiding over worship:
Sept. 16 - Rev. David Grafton
Sept. 23 - Rev. Darrell Urban
Sept. 30 - TBD
Oct. 7 & 14: Rev. Andrea Hoslett
Emergency Pastoral coverage for the whole time Pr.
Rohrs is away will be from:
Rev. Richard M. Burgess
Transitional Pastor
Immanuel Lutheran Church
164 Hanover St.
Meriden, CT
richardmburgess@gmail.com
860.462.6545 cell
Please keep our Pastor and her family in your prayers
during her recuperation process.

God’s blessings,
Pr. Monica
___
- submitted by Karen Carta

To date: FLC
has collected
$331.74.

A Giving Opportunity…
Do you have any extra
mismatched forks in your flatware
collection? We don’t seem to
have as many of those compared to our
spoons and knives. If you’d be willing to
donate some, we’d appreciate it! Just leave
them in a bag on the kitchen table. Thanks!

Be a part of our News…
If you have ideas, suggestions, or
photos for our next issue, please
email Karen Carta at :
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org by
Sept. 23rd. Thank you for your interest in our
October edition!
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Living Stewardship for September 2018:

Assisting Ministers: Sept. 2: Steve McDermott; Sept. 9: Jay Huntington;
Sept. 16: Faith Twining; Sept. 23: Lee Kozlowski;
Sept. 30: Donna Barney
Communion Ass’ts: Sept. 2: Lee Kozlowski; Sept. 9: Bill Tacke; Sept. 16: Kathy Raczka;
Sept. 23: Heather Karpe; Sept. 30: Sue Giuffrida
Greeters: Sept. 2: Anita Malloy; Sept. 9: Eileen Bengtson;
Sept. 16: Pat Stielau; Sept. 23: Marge Smith; Sept. 30: Marie Logan
Ushers: Sept. 2:
Sept. 9:
Sept. 16:
Sept. 23:
Sept. 30:

John Twining, David Youngs, Kevin Zabinski
Bill Bacon, Lee Downing, Diana Huntington, Jan Wright
Dave Blasco, Jay Huntington, John Twining, David Youngs
Steve McDermott, Kathy Raczka, Bill Stielau
Bill Bacon, Lee Downing, Bill Tacke, Kevin Zabinski

Openers/Closers: Sept. 2: Bill TackeTom Kugeman
Sept. 9: Sue Giuffrida/John Twining
Sept. 16: Steve McDermott/The Stielaus
Sept. 23: Sue Giuffrida/The Stielaus;
Sept. 30: Lee Kozlowski/John Twining

A friendly
reminder:
If you are unable to
serve on a
particular
Sunday, please line
up a replacement
and let the office
know. Thank you
for serving!

Counters/Depositors: Sept. 2: Verne Harrison/Jen Cope; Sept. 9: Beth Stielau/John Twining;
Sept. 16: Sue Giuffrida/Janet Wright; Sept. 23: Dave Blasco/Faith Twining;
Sept. 30: David Youngs/David Winkel
Altar Guild: Sept. 2:Marian Schultz; Sept. 9: The Stielaus; Sept. 16: Liz Helbig;
Sept. 23: Diana Huntington; Sept. 30: The Stielaus

The Town wide Tag Sale is
happening on Sat., Sept.
15th. If you would like to
participate by renting a
table for $20, please see
Tom Kugeman. There are no cobwebs down in the white elephant
room as its keeper, Kelly
Rubinow, has been diligently maintaining order. So to
help Kelly, you all can go
through your closets to contribute items as this room
will be open for the Town
wide Tag Sale. Please, no
TVs or clothes. Kelly will
need volunteers to help. If
you have any questions or would like
to volunteer, please see Tom.
Thanks!

Our Church’s
Strategic Direction:
Address ing Hunger in Middletown;
Sharing Knowledge;
Serving & empowering Youth & Seniors
How? Coordinating assets in our community to meet needs; and
Communicating about resources &
e vents.

Sun

Mon

2

3

9am Eucharist

7:30pm AA

Tues
4
9am Martha
Unit/Knitters

10:30am Fellowship
Hour
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls

9

10

9am Eucharist
10:30am Fellowship
Hour

7:30pm AA

11
9am Martha
Unit/Knitters
6:30pm
Council

1:15-4pm United Pent’ls
7-10pm Theater Group Rehearsal

6-9pm Theater Group
rehearsal

16

Thurs

Fri

5

6

6pm WTW

5-7pm Bob
7:30pm
Barney’s Band AA
Rehearsal

7:30– 9pm
United
Pentecostal Bible
Study

7

7pm Choir

10pm NA

12

13

6pm WTW

5-7pm Bob
7:30pm
Barney’s Band
AA
Rehearsal

7:30– 9pm
United
Pentecostal Bible
Study

14

7pm Choir

10pm NA

19

20

6pm WTW

7:30pm AA

9am Martha
Unit/Knitters
7pm Ruth Unit

7:30– 9
United
Pentecostal Bible
Study

5-7pm Bob
7:30pm
Barney’s Band AA
Rehearsal

1:15-4pm United Pent’ls

Pastor Rohrs on vacation until September 18th.

21

7pm Choir

10pm NA

24

25

26

27

9am Eucharist

7:30pm AA

9am
Martha Unit/
Knitters

6pm WTW

7:30pm
5-7pm Bob
Barney’s Band AA
Rehearsal
10pm NA

1:15-4pm United Pent’ls
6-9pm Theater Group

7-10 Theater
Group Rehearsal

8pm NA
______________

8

15
9am-2:30pm
Tag Sale
8pm NA

22

8pm NA

Pastor Rohrs on medical leave through October 17th.

23
10:30am Sunday
School, Fellowship Hour

1

Pastor Rohrs on vacation until September 18th.

18

7-10 Theater
Group Rehearsal

Sat

8pm NA

7:30-9pm
United Pentl
event
(alternate date
instead of 9/5)

17

9am Eucharist
10:30am Sunday
School resumes,
Fellowship Hour

Wed

7:30– 9pm
United
Pentecostal Bible
Study

28

29
8pm NA

7pm Choir

30
9am Eucharist/
10:30am Sunday
School, Fellowship Hour
1:15- 7pm United Pent’ls
6-9pm Theater Group
Rehearsal

FAITH LUTHERAN’S
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

There’s much to celebrate at
the ACES/Early Head Start Program!

Becky Cuevas surrounded by her staff and
recent award.

Congratulations to Becky Cuevas,
Program Coordinator, of the ACES/
Early Head Start program located
here on 300 Washington St. Becky
was among 3 recipients of the annual Executive Director award given
by the ACES agency. She was
nominated by her entire staff for her
leadership style, work around the
community, and successful
oversights of their renovation and
federal review.
Her staff hosted the Annual Family
Fun Day on August 6th at Veterans
Memorial Park in Middletown.

Families enjoyed picnic foods and
activities facilitated by staff and
community providers. See the
photos above and to the right.
In addition, the EHS staff had an
on-site professional learning retreat
the week of August 13th. Topics
included program goals, education , Muslim families, self-care,
health, personality disorders, and
much more.
Stay tuned to our next issue where
we’ll highlight program goals for the
new fiscal year.
- by Karen Carta

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A Financial Update from
the Treasurer:
I want to thank all the members who have continued to support Faith Lutheran Church and our
ministry in Middletown. As you may know, our
projected 2018 Budget Deficit is over $50,000.
Several members started a campaign to Defeat
the Deficit and have made great progress.
Through August, members have given more than
$1,097 to Defeat the Deficit.
Also, members continue to support the Tithing
Fund. Thanks to generous giving over the years,
this fund has grown to $34,871, and has contributed $3,487 this August to our ministry.

Many of you are aware of
the Flint, Michigan water
crisis, with many residents still receiving drinking water through their
city pipes that isn’t safe
for them to drink. Salem
Lutheran Church in Flint
has been distributing safe drinking water to people
living there. Faith Lutheran has been collecting
monetary donations and every Sunday our children take a water jug through the Congregation
during the offering to collect loose change. It’s
called the “Noisy Offering.” Thanks to your donations, we have sent a check to $331.74 to Salem
Lutheran Church to support their efforts.
Submitted by Tom Kugeman , Treasurer
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Blessing of the Backpacks on August 26th
Our students, educators and school administrative staff received a special
blessing this day.
We collected school
supplies for those
less fortunate and
distributed backpack
tags to our own Sunday School children
(see front and back
photos below)!
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age

Faith brings strength and hope.

Faith Lutheran
Church
300 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone 860.347.6068
Email:
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org

In case of an emergency or to
contact our pastor,
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,
please text or call at 717.321.6799.
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com
Bob Barney, Jr. , Minister of Music
Karen Carta, Office Administrator

We’re on the web:
www.faithelcamiddletown.org

A side
note…
The FLC
Council has
agreed to let
the Gilbert &
Sullivan Opera
group use our
Fellowship Hall for several dates in
September (Sundays - Sept. 9th,
23rd and 30th and Tuesdays, Sept.
11th, 18th and 25th). They’ve
used our space previously when
their regular rehearsal spot (Adath
Synagogue here in Middletown)
has been unavailable. They are
rehearsing the show Mikado to be
performed Oct. 13th and 14th at
the Deep River High School. If you
are interested in purchasing
tickets, please visit their website
or call 860.889.5768.

Please remember
Faith Lutheran Church
in your estate and funeral
donation planning.
WELCOME TABLE
WEDNESDAY
We recently celebrated our 9th anniversary of offering free pasta dinners
each Wednesday evening for those
in need within our community. On
August 15th, thirty-five guests joined
us for a fun filled outdoor picnic.
Thank you to all who have committed to this life changing outreach
program here at FLC!

Follow us on...

