
We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 
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Jesus did not come into the world to condemn it, but to save it. (John 3:17) 

Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed! 

 
We know that one day we will die and 

that can be an unsettling thought for 

many people. I have good news: Jesus 

came to take this fear away. Jesus rose 

from the dead to show us that we too 

will be raised one day to be with him. 

But where is Jesus? Where is he now? 

Where is he today? Listen to this! 

 
When we internalize the love that God 

has shown us through our savior Jesus 

Christ, then his victory is our victory. 

We do not need to fear death. The same 

God who brought us into this world will 

bring us into the next glorious world. 

The best is yet to come for those who 

believe because we are saved by God’s 

grace through faith. We do not need to 

fear because God is with us. The Lord is 

our shepherd, we shall not want. (Psalm 

23) Jesus loves me, this I know, for the 

Bible tells me so.  

Where is Jesus? Jesus is present in 

you when you throw Easter parties for 

children, and host funerals to comfort 

those who mourn. Jesus is present in 

your love for one another. Jesus is in 

you and around you when you gather 

to worship and sing praises. Jesus is 

with you as you serve meals to people 

who don’t have enough to feed them-

selves. Jesus is in you as you raise 

your children to know the stories of 

the Bible, as you pray with them, as 

you show them by example how to 

love God and love one another. 

 
Where is Jesus? The church is the 

body of Christ. Jesus is in us. Jesus is 

around us. Jesus is in our hands and in 

our feet. Do not be afraid. The God 

who made everything sent his only 

beloved son so that everyone who be-

lieves in him will be saved. (John 

3:16) 

 
May God give you faith, and hope, 

and love, 

 
+Pastor Cathy Rohrs 
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                     Living Stewardship for  

Sundays in April 2019: 
 
 

Assisting Ministers:  4.7:  Donna Barney; 4.14:  Jay Huntington;     
                                    4.21:  TBD; 4.28:  Steve McDermott 
   
 
Communion Ass’ts: 4.7:     Heather Karpe; 4.14:  Margaret D’Aquila;                                    
    4.21:  Joal Lentz; 4.28:  TBD   
 
Greeters:  4.7:  Anita Malloy; 4.14:  Eileen Bengtson; 4.21: Marie Logan; 4.28:  Bev Radziwon 
 
Ushers:    4.7:        Bill Bacon, Dave Blasco, Bill Tacke, Jan Wright 
                 4.14:      Liz Helbig, Diana Huntington, Heather Karpe, Lee Kozlowski 
                 4.21       Steve McDermott, Bill Tacke, John Twining      
                 4.28:      Bill Bacon, Dave Blasco, Jan Wright, David Youngs  
 
Openers/Closers:  4.7:   Lee Kozlowski/Tom Kugeman; 4.14:  Donna Barney/John Twining;  
                                4.21: Heather Karpe/Bill Stielau; 4.28:  Bill Tacke/Tom Kugeman 
 
Counters/Depositors:  4.7:    TBD/TBD; 4/14:  Dave Blasco/Faith Twining;  
                                       4.21:  David Youngs/David Winkel; 4.28:  TBD/Jen Cope 
 
Altar Guild:   4.7:  Lee Kozlowski 4.14:  Heather Karpe; 4.21:  Marian Schultz; 4.28: Liz Helbig 

 

Please consider volunteering in 2019! 

 

A friendly  reminder:   
If you are unable to serve on a  

particular Sunday,  
please line up a replacement  & let 

the office know.   

 

Additional Worship Service Volunteers during the Lenten season:   
 

Wed., Apr.4th:  Assisting Minister:  Lee Kozlowski; Usher:  Donna Barney 

 

Wed., Apr. 10th:  Assisting Minister:  Lee Kozlowski; Usher:  Heather Karpe 

 

Maundy Thursday, Apr. 18th:  Assisting Minister:  Donna Barney; Communion Assistant:  Margaret 
D’Aquila; Altar Guild:  Lee Kozlowski & Heather Karpe; Stripping of the Altar:  Donna Barney, 
Heather Karpe & Lee Kozlowski 

 

Good Friday, Apr. 19th:  Noon - No volunteers yet; 7:30 p.m. Assisting Minister:  Donna Barney;  
Greeter:  Margaret D’Aquila; Usher:  Lee Kozlowski      



Page 3 

Lenten Mid-Week Series  

 Wednesdays at 7:30 pm  
 

The "Sermon on the Mount" mid-week Lenten series will 
take us through some of the most familiar teachings of 
Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount from the Gospel 
of Matthew, Chapters 5-7 and relates them to the 
events surrounding Christ's life, death, and resurrection. 
In the process, the services will powerfully reveal that 
the cross itself is the ultimate sermon on the mount for 
our journey of faith in this sacred season.   Here’s the  
remainder of our schedule: 
 
Apr.   3:  Judge Not 

Apr. 10:  Build On Rock   

 

 

 

 

 

February 22, 2019 

Dear Faith  

Lutheran Church, 

 

What a gift you’ve given!*  
Thank you for your recent 
gift of $290.00 to Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) ministries 
through ELCA Good Gifts. 
 
Your Good Gift is a very good gift, indeed.  
With resources like seedlings and seminary 
courses, vaccinations and vegetable gar-
dens, Bibles and blankets, you’re equipping 
God’s people - around the world and around 
the corner - with what they need to live 
abundant lives. 
 
Thank you for your support of the vital min-
istries that we do together - and for your 
very good gift. 
 
In God’s abundant grace, 
 
Christina Jackson-Skelton 
Executive Director, Mission Advancement 
 
Specifically, our gift was designated for: 
 
Piglet                                        $ 90.00 
Chicks                                         30.00 
Rooster                                       30.00 
Honey bees                                40.00 
Goat                                            50.00 
Water filter                                  30.00 
Fruit-tree seedling                      10.00 
School supplies for a child         10.00 
 
Total                                       $290.00   

ANNOUNCING A NEW 
ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASS:   

We will begin a book study 
on the book "Loving Je-
sus" by Mark Allan Powell 
on April 28.  "The essence 
of spirituality is loving 
God, says Powell. The 
Bible, the Talmud, and the 
Qu'ran all direct their fol-
lowers not merely to be-

lieve in God, to trust God, to obey God, and to 
serve God -- but to love God. Can we learn to 
love God?" 

Please feel free to join as us we gather after 
Sunday worship.  You are encouraged to invite 
your friends and neighbors also. 

- Pastor Cathy Rohrs  

 
Our prayers and sympathies are extended 
to the family of Ralph Schaffer who passed 

away on Sunday, Mar. 24, 
2019 after a long illness.  
He leaves his wife Betty 
and their son Peter.   
Members and friends are 
encouraged to attend 
Ralph’s burial on Saturday, 
April 20th at 10 a.m. at the 
Veteran’s Cemetery in Mid-

dletown.  A memorial service will follow at 
11 a.m. at Faith Lutheran Church. 

The Church Council and Staff of  

Faith Lutheran Church  

wish you a very blessed Easter season 

filled with the hope of the Resurrection 

and new life. 
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Calumet Spring Cleaning Weekend:  May 3 - May 5, 2019 
 

This is a FREE weekend for anyone who goes to camp and volunteers their time helping to get ready for 
the height of the season!!  
 
The camp needs many hands (young and not so young) to clear the cobwebs, stack wood, give the win-

dows a once over, rake up some pine needles, give the beach 
a facelift - there's lots to do, and it's a great way to meet new 
friends and share in the faith, fun, and fellowship that only Cal-
umet can provide.  
 
For the last 6 years a small but mighty group from FLC went 
up to help out. We had an outstanding time working with peo-
ple from other churches around New England.  
 
We all know the kids love it there and now it is your turn to 
check it out! 
  
I have booked a Village Cabin for us to stay in. There is a limit 

on how many can attend I need to hear from you right away!   To sign up or ask questions, please contact 
Joal Lentz by email at joal.lentz@gmail.com or cell at 860-235-4940. 

 Easter Lilies at the Altar: 

Anyone wishing to contribute an Easter lily to help decorate the sanctuary for Easter, is asked to contact the Church Office 

at 347-6068 or complete the form below & place it in the offering plate by FRIDAY, APRIL 12TH.   

  

This year, we will be offering a 6” lily for $8.00 and 8” ones for $17.00. 

  

It is hoped that most of these plants may be left by the donor to be distributed to our homebound members as an Easter gift 

from the congregation. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Easter Lily 

Plant given by _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory or honor of _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one: 

______ will pick up and deliver above plant myself 

______ will leave plant for shut-in 

  

Please enclose the payment with this form; checks made payable to Faith Lutheran Church. 

  

______ # of 6” plants x $8.00 (cost/plant)   =    __________  
  
______ # of 8” plants x $17.00 (cost/plant) =    __________ 

mailto:joal.lentz@gmail.com


New England Synod Assembly  

DCU Center, Worcester MA 

June 7 - 8, 2019 
 

Congregations, put your faith into action! 
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HAPPY  APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS…. 
 

4.02      Marge Smith 

4.09      Lee Downing 

4.10      Earl Woike 

4.11      Richard Connell, Lena Huntington 

4.18      Peter Bourdon, Robin DeMerchant 

4.19      Becky Boss 

4.24      Bob Paulson 

4.26      Steve McDermott, Jan Wright 

4.29      Sue LaBella 

The Ascentria Care Alliance Unaccompanied 

Refugee Minors program is the only foster care 

program in New England that exclusively as-

sists refugee and migrating youth.  

Eighty-five percent of these youth pursue a 

postsecondary education after completing  

high school. However, most of them do not 

have a computer and this can negatively affect 

their ability to be successful.  

Members of your congregation can help by 

donating gift cards to Best Buy and Ama-

zon. Ascentria’s case managers will use the gift 

cards to help refugee youth in need purchase a 

new computer. Imagine the possibilities!  

 

For questions or more information,  
please contact:  Diane Fitzmaurice 

at dfitzmaurice@ascentria.org or 774.243.3938 

“For I know the plans I have for you,  
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.”    Jeremiah 29:11 

Please mark your calendars for 

Middletown’s Walk in the Park  

for a health community.    

It will be on  

Sunday, May 5th from 12-5PM at  

the Veterans Memorial Park.   

 

For more information,  

you may go to:   

 

www.MiddletownWalk.org 

http://www.svdmiddletown.org/walk-in-the-park/
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5-7pm Bob 
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Rehearsal 
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7:30pm 

AA 
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13 

 

5:30pm NA 

 

 

14 Palm Sunday 

9am Eucharist  
 

10:30am  Fellowship Hr;  
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 
 

 

15 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

 
 

16 

9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 
7pm Ruth 
Unit at Luther 
Ridge 

 

17 

6pm WTW 

 
7:30– 9pm 
United Pen-
tecostal 
Bible Study 
 

 

18 Maundy 

Thursday 

 
5-7pm Bob 
Barney’s Band 
Rehearsal 

 

7pm Worship 

19 Good 
Friday 
 
Noon & 
7pm Wor-
ship 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

20  

Holy Saturday 

 

7pm Easter Vigil 

 
5:30pm NA 
 

21 EASTER 

9am Eucharist   
 
10:30am Easter Egg 
Hunt, Fellowship  Hr.    
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls. 

22 

 
7:30pm AA 
 

 

23 

9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 
 

24 
 
9am-1pm 
Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
 
6pm WTW 

7:30– 9pm 
United Pen-
tecostal 

25 

9am-1pm 
Pastor’s Office 
Hours 
 

5-7pm Bob 
Barney’s Band 
Rehearsal 

26 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

 

27 

 

5:30pm  NA 

28  
 

9am Eucharist 
 
10:30am  Sunday 
School, Adult Ed.,:  
“Loving Jesus” begins  
Fellowship Hr. 
 
1:15  United Pent’ls 
 

29 
 
 
7:30pm AA 

30 

9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

    

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

April 2019 at 

Faith Lutheran 



We Care 
About You 

If you are unable to make it to church due 
to illness or injury, or if you are in the hos-
pital, please get word to the office or me. 
Also, if you notice someone has unex-
pectedly not been to worship for a couple 
of weeks, please notify Sue Girard (via 
email at rsgirard2@gmail.com) and me so 
we can follow-up with them. Let's keep 
caring for one another as we'd like to be 
cared for. 

 - Pr. Cathy Rohrs 

 

 

Our Church’s   

Strategic  Direction:  
 

 

Address ing Hunger in M iddletown;  

 

Sharing Knowledge ;  

 

Serving & empowering Youth & Sen iors ;  

 

How? Coord inat ing assets  in  our commu-

nity to  meet needs ;  and  

 

Communicating about resources  & 

e vents .  
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In memoriam… 

 
Recently we received word that 
Virginia Peterson Ebb passed 
away in Michigan at the age of 
95.  Virginia grew up in Middle-
town, along with her brother the 
late Bud Peterson. Their immedi-
ate & extended family were  
devoted members of Christ  
Lutheran Church.   
 
Upon graduating as Valedictorian 
of her high school class, she 

went on to become a missionary nurse.  What 
she did some 70 years ago would still be consid-
ered remarkable.  She settled in Tanzania to care 
for its underprivileged people.  While abroad, she 
also climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro.   
 
After working in Africa for four years, Virginia re-
turned to the states and met her future husband, 
the Rev. Kenneth Ebb, a Lutheran pastor who 
served Midwestern congregations as well as  
prisons throughout his career.  Virginia continued 
her own career in missionary nursing -- even 
transporting via snowmobile  a woman who was 
in labor to an ambulance during an Iowan bliz-
zard when roads were impassable.  She also 
supported her husband’s outreach ministry.  
 
Though she never returned to Middletown to live, 
she always wanted to keep connected to our 
congregation and received the newsletter each 
month.  We are grateful that her family designat-
ed Faith Lutheran to receive memorial contribu-
tions as a way to honor her extraordinary life. 
 
- Karen Carta 

The White Elephant now accepting 
donations through December 2019.  
 

It’s a great time as people 
are Spring Cleaning.   

Thank you, 
Kelly Rubinow 
White Elephant  
Room Keeper 

Attention Sunday 
School parents: 
 
Please check your 

email for any adjust-

ments to our class schedules. 



Several play groups have started back up again.  They are: 
 
 Circle of Security parent groups kicked off on March 13th.   
They’re meeting once a month. 
 
Birth to 3 Therapeutic Playgroups meeting once per month. 
 
Early Head Start Socialization play groups with Nurturing fami-
lies also meeting once/month. 
 
Coming Soon:  The re-print of an article coauthored by Becky 

Cuevas, Program Coordinator, on the impact of homelessness 
with their clients.   

 
   - by Karen Carta 

Easter Flowers to Benefit 

Lutheran World Relief 

  
  
  
____ six-inch tulips @ $7.50 each 
  
____ six-inch daffodils @ $7.50 each 
  
____ six-inch hydrangeas (2 blooms) @ $13.50 each 
  
  
Total $ ___________ 
  
  
  
Given by: 
__________________________________________________________ 
  
In memory of: ______________________________________________ 
  
In honor of: ________________________________________________ 
  
  
  
__ I/we will leave my flowers on the altar for delivery to a shut-in 
  
__ I/we will take my flowers home following Easter worship 
  
Order form and payment due by April 7th 
  
Please write separate checks to FLC if you want to order from the Sunday School 
and also Easter lilies. 
   

Thank you! 

Faith Lutheran Church Sunday School 

News from our  
building partner 

 
Holy Week Worship 

Schedule: 
 

Sunday, April 14th:   
Palm Sunday,  
9 a.m. Worship 

 
 

April 18th:   
Maundy Thursday, 
7 p.m. Worship -  

Stripping of the Altar 
 
 

April 19th:  Good Friday 
Noon:  Worship 

7:00 p.m.:   
Worship - 

Tenebrae Service  
 
 

April 20th:   
Easter Saturday 

7:00 p.m.: Vigil Worship 
 
 

April 21st:   
Resurrection of  

Our Lord 
9 a.m.:  Worship  

followed by  
Easter Egg Hunt for the 

children 
 



age  

Faith brings strength and hope. 

 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com 
Bob Barney, Jr. , Minister of Music 
Karen Carta, Office Administrator 
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Follow us on... 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation planning. 
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FAT TUESDAY  

CELEBRATION 
 
On Sunday, March 3rd, the congregation 
was treated to this delicious fellowship 
breakfast.  Not only did everyone have a 
fantastic time, we also raised $105.00 to 
put towards our “Defeat the Deficit” fund.  Many thanks to all 
who took part in the preparations and clean up -- Donna Bar-
ney, Ellen Cassady, Heather Karpe, Lee Kozlowski and 
Marge Smith.     

Ashes to Go were administered on Ash Wednesday, March 6th, to 
45 passersby.  Many thanks to our volunteers who joined Pr. Rohrs 
while braving the cold early morning shift (6-8 a.m.):  Ray Anderson, 
Heather Karpe (who took the photos) and John Twining.   

Ashes to Go.. 

A BIG THANK YOU for the Poinsettia at 
Christmas time, cards, 
the wonderful handmade 
Valentine card made the  
Sunday School students 
and for Pastor’s visit and 
communion.  It was very 
much appreciated.  
 
Rich Radziwon   
_______________________________ 
 
Kelly Rubinow wrote -- 
 
On behalf of the congregation, I extend a  
BIG thank you to Dave Blasco and John 
Twining for stripping and waxing the 
White Elephant Room floor recently.  

Congratulations to 
Elizabeth St. Paul 

on the birth of her 
son, Asher, on 

Tues., Mar. 26th!  
Best wishes to  

big sister Natalya 
and grandmother, 

Joal Lentz. 


