
We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 
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Regular worship attendance 
helps us navigate our transi-
tions by weaving scripture 
through them. Baptism, first 
communion, confirmation, mar-
riage, moving to a new place, 
joining a new faith community, 
mourning the death of loved 
ones, etc.. When we allow God 
to wrap us in scripture and draw 
close to us when we pray and 
trust and love God back, this is 
the strength, the resilience, that 
can shine through our lives and 
make us spiritually and emo-
tionally strong and resilient. 
  
God bless all the good you do, 

 

+Pastor Rohrs 

In baptism, we “put on 
Christ.” (Galatians 3:27) We 
surround ourselves with Christ 
in worship, scripture reading, 
prayer, discussion, and song. 
We “put on,” like a piece of 
clothing, faith and hope and 
trust in the Lord our God. We 
reject sin and Satan and all the 
things that take us away from 
God. This is work that takes a 
lifetime. As we learn and grow 
and take on new roles and re-
sponsibilities, if we build on the 
firm foundation of the Lord our 
God, we will make a strong 
house for whatever comes our 
way in this life. This works for 
the family and for the communi-
ty also, this building up in 
Christ. It is a person’s and com-
munity’s most sacred and most 
fundamental relationship: the 
bond between you and your 
Creator. 
  

From the Pastor:  Put On Christ 

 

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.    
 
- Galatians 3:27-28 
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                        Living Stewardship for  

Sundays in  October 2019: 
 
 
         

Assisting Ministers:  Oct. 6: TBD; Oct. 13: Donna Barney;  
                                    Oct. 20: Jay Huntington; Oct. 27: Steve McDermott 
 
Communion Ass’ts:   Oct. 6: Donna Barney; Oct. 13: Liz Helbig;  
                                     Oct. 20: Heather Karpe; Oct. 27: Joal Lentz 
 
Greeters:  Oct. 6: Eileen Bengtson; Oct. 13: Betty Bengtson;  
                  Oct. 20: Diana Huntington; Oct. 27: Marie Logan 
 
  
Ushers:  Oct. 6:    Bill Tacke, John Twining, David Youngs 
               Oct. 13:  Diana Huntington, Heather Karpe, Lee Kozlowski, Jan Wright  
               Oct. 20:  Dave Blasco, Steve McDermott, Bill Tacke 
               Oct. 27:  Betty Bengtson, Liz Helbig, Jan Wright, David Youngs 
 
 
Openers/Closers:  Oct. 6: Bill Tacke/Tom Kugeman;  
                                Oct. 13: Steve McDermott/John Twining;  
                                Oct. 20: Donna Barney/Tom Kugeman;  
                                Oct. 27: Lee Kozlowski/John Twining 
 
 
Counters/Depositors:  Oct. 6: Dave Blasco/Faith Twining; Oct. 13: David Youngs/David Winkel;  
                                       Oct. 20: Beth Stielau/John Twining; Oct. 27: Marge Smith/Jen Cope    
 
 
Altar Guild:  Oct. 6: Liz Helbig; Oct. 13: Diana Huntington; Oct. 20: Lee Kozlowski;  
                      Oct. 27:  Heather Karpe 

 

A friendly  reminder:   
If you are unable to 

serve on  your  
assigned Sunday,  

please find a 
 replacement  & 

then let the office 
know.   

 
Thank you  for  

serving. 

 

 
SAVE 

THE DATE! 

 
Mark your calendars now for our annual 

Christmas Fair 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 

9:00-2:00 

Watch for sign-up sheets coming soon! 

He made the moon to mark the seasons;  
the sun knows its time for setting.  

 
Psalm 104:19  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+104%3A19&version=ESV
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Tithing Fund  
 
Many years ago, Earl Woike decided that we 
should create a church Tithing Fund, which 
would help provide income for the church for 
every year in the future, and would provide 
additional support to the New England Synod.  
We held fundraising dinners and members 
have made gifts to the Tithing Fund, which is 
invested in a Thrivent stock mutual fund 
where it continues to grow.  Every year, Faith 
Lutheran Church receives 10% of the value of 
the fund, which is used to support our church 
operations. 

This year, Faith Lutheran members have 
given $6,250 to the Tithing Fund, and the 
funds value is now $37,891.79.  That 
means that $3,789.18 has been sent to 
Faith Lutheran Church to support our budg-
et this year.  As a way of demonstrating 
stewardship, Faith Lutheran takes 10% of 
that amount, $378.92, and sends that on to 
the New England Synod to support our 
greater mission. 
 
If members want to make gifts to the Tithing 
Fund, they can enclose a gift in the Tithing 
Fund envelope that is included in our offer-
ing envelope booklets, or they can just give 
a gift in an envelope labeled Tithing Fund. 
 
- by Tom Kugeman, Treasurer 

Jesus knew that sharing a simple story 
had the power to draw people in, to en-
gage their imaginations, and eventually 
transform them.  As followers of Jesus, we 
are also called to share our stories.  Over 
and over again, we hear Jesus say, “Go 
and tell…”  Sharing our stories can help 
others catch a glimpse of God at work 
amid our ordinary, everyday lives, and 
that glimpse might be all that is needed to 
ignite or fan the flame of faith in the heart 
of another. 

From your 2019 Stewardship Team:  

Mark Diehl, John Twining, Eileen 
Bengtson, Diana Huntington, Pastor 
Rohrs 

Faith Lutheran Church 
Middletown CT 

2020 Stewardship Appeal 

 

This year’s Synod-wide Annual Stewardship 
Appeal theme is “What’s Your Story?”  It is 
an invitation to open our hearts to one anoth-
er—to deepen the bonds of friendship 
among the people who gather in our congre-
gations.  It is a reminder that faithful stew-
ards share not only their time, talent and 
treasure. They also share their stories, as a 
way of sharing themselves. Your Steward-
ship Team will be hosting a fun and playful 
Appreciation Brunch on October 20 in the 
Fellowship Hall following worship. 
Please sign up in the narthex.  



 

Page 4 

 
Adult Education Update: 
 
Our upcoming topics will be: 
 
October/November:  
10 commandments, Apostles 
Creed, Lord’s Prayer 
 
December:   
Baptism, Holy Communion,  
Confession, Daily Prayer 

THE NEW  
SATURDAY  
KNITTING 
GROUP  
meets every  
Saturday from  
10 a.m. until noon.  
Everyone is welcome:  members, 
friends, knitters, crocheters and begin-
ners.  This is a social group!  Instruction 
will be provided for beginners. 
 
We are hoping some will make squares 
for our Tuesday morning knitters to sew 
together for the blankets we donate to 
the needy in our community.  For this, 
you will need knitting needles size 9 or 
10 and a skein of worsted weight yarn, 
any color.  Further instructions will be 
available when we meet.  
 
Feel free to bring your own projects to 
work on if you wish.  A Sign-Up Sheet 
will be posted in the connector.  Any 
questions, please see me. 
  
- Marge Smith  

 

Our Church’s   

Strategic  Direction:  
 

 

Address ing Hunger in M iddletown;  

 

Sharing Knowledge ;  

 

Serving & empowering Youth & Sen iors ;  

 

How? Coord inat ing assets  in  our commu-

nity to  meet needs ;  and  

 

Communicating about resources  & 

e vents .  

    

At the font… 

Mia Marie Novotny, daughter 
of Carissa and Joshua No-
votny of Middletown, was 
baptized on Sunday, Sept. 
22nd by Pr. Rohrs here at 
Faith Lutheran.  Mia’s spon-

sors are Leah Cipollone and Andrew Novonty.   
Congratulations and welcome! 

10.01     Katherine Wilson 
10.03     Rich Lee 
10.10     Beverly Gerosa 
10.11     Lee Kozlowski 
10.12     Brendan Twining 
10.14     Bob Barney, Sr. 
10.15     Sean Cope 
10.18     Diane Bengtson 
10.20     Bounthavy Singngam 
10.25     Bob Stielau 
10.28     Janice Ligas 

October birthdays... 

 

 

Please consider donating to the Pastor’s  
Discretionary Fund.  It supports pastoral care 
through greeting cards and postage, flowers, 
emergency expenses, grief counseling, etc. 
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Your church Council has been looking for this 
year’s God’s Work Our Hands project and has 
chosen to help fill survival bags for  
Unashamed, Inc., a new nonprofit foundation 
based in Middletown.  “Our mission is to  
engage our community to learn about the  
issues facing at-risk, neglected youth and young 
adults, and to act to alleviate the suffering of 
those in need.  We serve as a resource for 
[young] men, women, and children who are at risk 
due to the issues which plague the community.  
Our goal is to empower them by providing sup-
port, resources, and empowerment.”   
 
In observance of World Homeless Day,  
Unashamed, Inc. will be creating “Seeds of Need 
Homeless Survival Bags.”  The purpose of these 
survival bags is to supply those in need with im-
mediate items they can use to help survive to see 
another day.  The Survival bags include basic hy-
giene items, water bottles, socks, tuna and crack-
ers, granola bars, fruit snacks or applesauce 
cups, a gift card to a fast-food restaurant, hand 
wipes, maxi pads, nail clippers, Band-Aids, a 
small blanket, flashlight, etc.”  
 
   

According to the letter I received from them, we 
are invited “to be a Supporter of this initiative!  As 
a leader in the community, your involvement with 
us on our 1st annual ‘Seeds of Need Homeless 
Survival Bags’ initiative is an opportunity for your 
organization to receive 
exposure and to join  
other individuals, organi-
zations, and coalitions in 
our community to bring 
awareness to those less 
fortunate who live 
amongst us.” 
 
“Community supporters 
are the primary source of funding for this initiative 
and will help ensure its success.  You can provide 
support in the following ways:  monetary support; 
donate the requested items; volunteer to fill the 
survival bags; host an event at your facility for 
fundraising opportunities.” 
 
If you would like to help fill survival bags on Thurs-
day, 10/10/19, please let Donna Barney know or 
notify the church office. The location and time are 
still being determined.  You are encouraged to 
wear your bright yellow “God’s Work Our Hands”  
t-shirt, blue “Faith” t-shirt, or a Thrivent t-shirt. 
 

+ Pastor Cathy Rohrs 
 

Our commitment to a new  
local Homelessness project…. 

https://www.premierproductions.com/
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9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

 

 

2 

6pm WTW 

 

3 

 
 

 

 

4 

7:30pm AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

5 

10am-Noon 
Knitters’ Group, 
Boy Scouts 

 

5:30pm NA 

6 

9am Eucharist  

10:30am  Sunday School, 
Confirmation,  
Adult Education,  
Fellowship Hour 
 

 

7 
 
7:30pm AA 

 

 

8 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 

7pm Council 
 

9 

9am-1pm 
Pastor’s 
Office Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30 United 

Pent’l Bible 

Study 

 

10 

9am-1pm Pas-
tor’s  
Office Hours 
 
 

Survival Bags 
stuffing 

 

11 

7:30pm AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

 

 

12 

10am-Noon 
Knitters’ Group 
 

5-10pm AA Anni-
versary Gathering 

5:30pm NA 

 

 

13 

9am Eucharist  
 

10:30am  Sunday School, 
Confirmation,  
Adult Education,  
Fellowship Hour  
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

14 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

 
 

15 

9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 
7pm Ruth 
Unit 
 
 
 

16 

9am-1pm 
Pastor’s 
Office Hours 

6pm WTW 

 
 

 

17  
 

9am-1pm 
Pastor’s  
Office Hours 
 

 

 

18 

7:30pm AA 

10pm NA 

 
 

19 
 
10am-Noon 
Knitters’ Group 
 
5:30pm NA 
 

 

20 

9am Eucharist  

10:30 am Sunday School, 
Confirmation,  

Adult Education,  

Fellowship Hour 

 

 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls. 

21 
 
7:30pm AA 
 

 

22 
 
9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 
 
 
 

23 
9am-1pm 
Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
 
6pm WTW 

7:30– 9pm 
United Pen-
tecostal 
Bible Study 

24 

9am-1pm  
Pastor’s  
Office Hours 
 
6pm Steward-
ship Commit-
tee meeting 

25 

7:30pm AA 

10pm NA 

 

26 
 
10am-Noon 
Knitters’ Group 

 

5:30 pm NA  

 

 

27 REFORMATION 
 
9am Eucharist 
 
10:30am  Sunday School, 
Confirmation,  
Adult Education,   
Fellowship Hour 
 
1:15-7 pm United Pent’ls 
 

28 
 
7:30pm AA 

29 
 
9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

30 
 
9am-1pm 
Pastor’s 
Office Hours 
 
6pm WTW 

7:30– 9pm 
United Pen-
tecostal 
Bible Study 

31 
 
9am-1pm 
Pastor’s  
Office Hours 

  

 
October 2019 at 
Faith Lutheran 

Church 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

Pastor Rohrs on vacation through October 6th. 



age  

Faith brings strength and hope. 

 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com  
 
Karen Carta, Office Administrator 
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Follow us on... 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation planning. 
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We would like to make it more 
convenient for you to give your 
offerings to Faith Lutheran 
Church. 

Many people are choosing to set 
up an electronic payment to 
eliminate the hassle of writing 
checks and bringing them to 
church. There are currently 
three different ways to set up 
electronic payments. 

1) You can use your own bank 
or credit union’s electronic bill 
pay service. These are usually 
free and allow you to set up pay-
ments on your own, and then 
the bank mails a check to Faith 
Lutheran. 

2) Vanco GivePlus program – 
you can fill out a form, specify 
how much you want to give, 
and then Vanco makes an elec-
tronic payment to the Church. 
These payments can be a one-
time payment, every week, or 
every month. 

 
3) Vanco GivePlus program 
online – we will set up a link on 
our Faith Lutheran Church web-
site & you can fill out the gift 
information yourself.   

You would still get a receipt 
with all your contributions at the 
end of the year, whether the 
donation is mailed, put into the 
offering plate or paid electroni-
cally. If you are interested, 
please contact Bill Tacke for 
more information.  

by Tom Kugeman, Treasurer 

 

While Pastor Rohrs is out of the  
office from Sept. 30 through  
Oct. 6th, please contact Pr. Richard 
Burgess for any emergency pastor-
age care.  His contact information is: 
 
Rev. Richard M. Burgess 
Transitional Pastor 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
164 Hanover St. 
Meriden, CT 
richardmburgess@gmail.com 
860.462.6545 cell 

 

 

WHITE ELEPHANT ROOM… 

Why not do some fall housecleaning and donate 

unwanted items to our White Elephant Room?  

Or, better yet,  if you have larger things to sell, 

please see Kelly Rubinow, Chairperson of the 

White Elephant Room.  You’ll feel good about 

clearing out your home while helping FLC raise 

funds for our ministry.  Thanks!!   


