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From the Pastor: 

 

Christmas Schedule: 
 

Wed., Dec. 18th at 7 p.m.: 
Community Candlelight  

Christmas Carol Sing-Along Concert 
 

Tues., Dec. 24th at 5 p.m.: 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship 

 
Please bring a package of diapers (any size) on Christmas Eve.   

We will give them to our building partners, ACES  
(Area Cooperative Educational Services) for its clients.  Thank you! 

Grace and peace to all who read this 
newsletter! Advent is upon us.  
Advent has been described as a time 
of “hurry up and wait,” “already and 
not yet,” and, “Christ has come, 
Christ has died, Christ will come 
again.” Advent is a time of preparing 
our souls and our inner selves for 
that day when Christ will make all 
things new.  Advent can be a time to 
deliberately focus on reading scrip-
ture, prayer, fasting, meditation, and 
alms-giving. 
  
Advent is also the beginning of our 
new church year. As we move into 
Year A of the Revised Common  
Lectionary, our Gospel readings will 
focus on the Gospel of Matthew.  

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.    
-Luke 1:18 

 
  

Here is an interesting exercise, if 
you would like to undertake it. Write 
down as many things about the 
Christmas story as you can remem-
ber without looking at any  
references. 
  
When you are done, read Matthew 
1:28 - 2:23 and check off the things 
on your list that are written in  
Matthew. Are there some leftover 
items? Now, read Luke 1:26 - 2:20 
and check off some more things. 
Are there still some things that are 
left over on your list? Where did they 
come from? 
  
Have a blessed Advent! 
 

+Pastor Rohrs 
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    Living Stewardship for December 2019: 
 
 

Assisting Ministers:   Dec. 1:  David Winkel; Dec. 8:  Faith Twining;;  
                                     Dec. 15:  Steve McDermott; Dec. 22: David Winkel;  
                 Dec. 29:  Margaret D’Aquila 
 
Communion Ass’ts:  Dec. 1:  Donna Barney; Dec. 8:  Margaret D’Aquila; Dec. 15:  Liz Helbig;  
                                    Dec. 22:  Heather Karpe; Dec. 29:  Lee Kozlowski   
 
 
Greeters:  Dec. 1:  Pat Stielau; Dec. 8:  Faith Twining; Dec. 15:  Jan Wright; Dec. 22:  TBD;  
                  Dec. 29:  Marge Smith 
 
Ushers:   Dec.  1:     Dave Blasco, Heather Karpe, John Twining, Jan  Wright  
                 Dec.  8:    Dave Blasco, Le Kozlowski, John Twining 
                 Dec. 15    Diana Huntington, Heather Karpe, Lee Kozlowski, David Youngs 
                 Dec. 22    Betty Bengtson, Bill Tacke, Jan Wright 
                 Dec. 29    Dave Blasco, Faith Twining, David Youngs 
 
Openers/Closers:  Dec. 1:  Lee Kozlowski/Tom Kugeman; Dec. 8:  Heather Karpe/John Twining; 
                                 Dec. 15: Bill Tacke/Tom Kugeman; Dec. 22:  Steve McDermott/John Twining; 
                                 Dec. 29:  Donna Barney/Tom Kugeman      
 
Counters/Depositors:   Dec. 1:  Dave Blasco/Faith Twining; Dec. 8:  David Youngs/David Winkel; 
                                        Dec. 15:  Beth Stielau/John Twining; Dec. 22:  Marge Smith/Jen Cope; 
                                        Dec. 29:  Dave Blasco/Faith Twining 
 
Altar Guild: Dec. 1:  Betty Bengtson; Dec. 8:  Liz Helbig; 
                     Dec. 15:  Marian Schultz; Dec. 22:  Beth & Bill Stielau; 
                     Dec. 29:  Jan Wright 

 

Please consider volunteering in 2020! 

 

A friendly  reminder:   
If you are unable to serve on a  

particular Sunday,  
please line up a replacement  & let 

the office know.   

Candlelight Christmas Carol Concert 
Sing Along will be held here at Faith 
Lutheran Church on Wednesday,  
December 18th at 7:00 p.m.  Please 
join us and take a break from the  
holiday bustle.  Come together with 
family & friends to celebrate the  
season! 

Happy December Birthdays! 
 

12.01      Jordan Boss 
12.03      Tabitha DeMerchant 
12.07      Pat Bourdon 
12.10      Kimberly Grasso 
12.17      Gianna Williams 
12.20      James Bacon 
12.22      David Winkel 
12.30      Braden Stielau 

Our prayers and condolences are extended 
to Steve & Rita McDermott and family on the 
passing of Steve’s dad, Joseph  
McDermott,  on November 9, 2019. 
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Here’s  a street sign Bob found in 
North Vegas.  Wow, what a welcome!   
 
He also played with the UNLV band 
on the Ryan and Kelly morning show 
yesterday when they filmed in the Las 
Vegas Paris hotel! 

An update on former Minister of Music,  
Bob Barney, Jr. 
 
Submitted by his mom, Donna Barney 
 

Everyone has been asking how Bob is doing since 
leaving for school.  He had a rough drive with sev-
eral car breakdowns and ended up renting a U-
Haul to tow his car the last 250 miles.  He has set-
tled into his apartment, which is within walking dis-
tance to the University of Nevada at Las Vegas, 
where he is pursuing his Ph.D.   
 
The first month in Las Vegas averaged a tempera-
ture of 106 degrees, and he tells me he has palm 
trees outside his window.  He’s playing trombone 
with the UNLV concert band and other ensembles, 
working with the marching band as a graduate as-
sistant, working in the music department office, and 
directing the pep band.  He is anxiously awaiting 
the completion of the Raiders stadium as they pre-
pare to relocate to Las Vegas, which is within walk-
ing distance from his apartment, also.  As you 
know, football and marching bands are two of his 
passions so it seems like he’s in his element.   
 
He told me to say hello to everyone and that he 
misses his church family at Faith!   

 Faith Lutheran’s   
Traditional  
Christmas Luncheon 
 
Here are the details: 
 

Thursday, December 12th 
at 12:00 p.m. 

 
At the Red Fox Restaurant 
218 Smith Street, Middletown 
 
The sign up sheet is in the Connector. 
We will each order from the menu and have 
separate checks. 
 
Please bring a grab bag gift and plan to have a 
great time as usual!   
 
Carpooling will be available upon request. 
 

 

A GREAT BIG Thank You is extended to 

everyone who brought in cans of corn or 

had them delivered to us for the  

Middletown Community  

Thanksgiving Project.   

We surpassed our 300-can goal  

and collected 426 cans of corn!   

Your generosity will help over  

1,000 families in the Middletown  

community celebrate  

Thanksgiving this year. 

 

Submitted by Lee Kozlowski  

 

 
The staff and Council of 
Faith Lutheran Church  

wish you and yours  
all the peace and joy  

of this holiday season.   

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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Our prayers and condolences are  
extended to… 
 
The Barney family -  
Donna; Bob, Sr.;  
Jennifer; Bob, Jr. and 
Melanie - on the sudden 
loss of Donna’s dad,  
Arthur “Archie” Smith, 
on October 28, 2019.   
 
Our condolences also go to Donna’s mom, 
Pam, and her siblings Robin & Scott and their 
families.    

 

THANK YOU  
RECEIVED... 
 
St. Vincent DePaul 
sent a thank you for 
our gift of support for 
the Amazing Grace 

Food Pantry.  We donated $27.00 to the su-
per bowl giving donation program.  The food 
pantry serves between 800 and 1,000 
households every month, a number that in-
cludes, on average, 1500 adults, 650 chil-
dren and 350 seniors.   Our continuing do-
nations enable St. Vincent DePaul to Meet 
Needs & Offer Hope to our neighbors here 
in our community. 

 
At Calumet, 
we have it 
good! 
Each year, 
we send out 
two letters - 
one in the 
springtime 
and one in the later part of the year.  We 
send these two letters out to Calumet Na-
tion.  We remind folks why Calumet mat-
ters.  We say a word or two about the 
impact Calumet has had on people.  We 
ask people to make a gift at least once 
during the year so that we can reach our 
2,000 donor goal.   

When we receive financial support from 2,000 
donors (it does not matter the amount of the 
gift), Calumet will have the 
money it needs to do 
great work all year long!  
Please consider making a 
gift by… 
 
visiting our website or 
 
sending a check made 
payable to Calumet and 
mail it to:  Calumet, P.O. Box 236, W. Ossipee, 
NH 03890. 

Bishop James Hazelwood and Associate to the 
Bishop Rev. Paul Sinnott at the New England 
Convocation held November 18-20 for rostered 
leaders in our synod. Rev. Sinnott was recog-
nized and thanked for his years of service, his 
dedication to serving congregations, and his 
wacky sense of humor. He will be retiring from 
the Bishop's staff on December 31, 2019. He will 
then take on some part-time interim work.  

 

Best wishes Pastor Sinnott! 

Dear Members & friends,  

The “Initial Offering”  
envelope in the giving  
envelope pack is there for 
those who want to cover the 
cost of the envelopes. The 
suggested amount is $10.  
Thank you for your consid-
eration. 
 

- Finance committee 

https://www.calumet.org/give


We Care 
About You 

If you are unable to make it to church due 
to illness or injury, or if you are in the hos-
pital, please get word to the office or me. 
Also, if you notice someone has unex-
pectedly not been to worship for a couple 
of weeks, please notify Sue Girard (via 
email at rsgirard2@gmail.com) and me so 
we can follow-up with them. Let's keep 
caring for one another as we'd like to be 
cared for. 

 - Pr. Cathy Rohrs 

ALTAR FLOWERS &  
SANCTUARY  
CANDLES... 
 
The 2020 Altar flowers and 
Sanctuary Candle sign up 
sheets are in the  

Narthex/Foyer.   
 
The prices will be the same for next year 
-- $40 per arrangement and $5 for the 
candle.  These are nice ways to recog-
nize happy events in our lives, honor a 
friend or memorialize a loved one. 
 
Should you wish to donate  your flowers, 

you may designate that after the service 
they go to a shut-in or member in need of 
some cheer.     

It’s that time of 
year….when we’re  
collecting Annual Re-
ports.  Please get yours 
in promptly.  Thank you! 

 

SAVE THESE  

2020 SERVING 

DATES: 

JAN. 5TH &  

JULY 19TH  

Please see the 
Sign Up Chart 

for the Jan. 5th 
date.  We need 

food and  
servers.   

 
 

Our Church’s   

Strategic  Direction:  
 

 

Address ing Hunger in M iddletown;  

 

Sharing Knowledge ;  

 

Serving & empowering Youth & Sen iors ;  

 

How? Coord inat ing assets  in  our commu-

nity to  meet needs ;  and  

 

Communicating about resources  & 

e vents .  

    

The New Saturday morning crafters group continues 
to meet each week from 
10am - 12 p.m.   Come 
join us to socialize, learn 
how to knit or crochet or 
bring your own craft or 
project of any kind to 
work on.  Any questions, 
please see Marge Smith. 
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1 
 
9am Eucharist  

10:30am  Sunday 
School, Confirmation, 
Adult Ed., Fellowship Hr. 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

 

2 
 
7:30pm AA 

3 

 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

 

 

4 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30 United 

Pent’l  

Bible Study 

 

5 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

5pm Fair Set 

Up 

 

 

6 

5pm Fair 

Set Up 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

7 

9am - 2pm 
HOLIDAY FAIR 
 
 
5:30pm  NA 

8 

9am Eucharist  

10:30am  Sunday 
School, Confirmation, 
Adult Ed., Fellowship Hr. 
Nativity Scene Set Up 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

 
 

9 

 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

10 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 

7pm Council 
 

 

11  

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30 United 

Pent’l Bible 

Study 

 

12 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

12pm FLC 
Holiday 
Luncheon at 
Red Fox,  
Middletown 

13 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

10am-12pm  
Crafting group, Boy 
Scouts 
5:30pm NA 

 

 

15 

9am Eucharist  
 

10:30am  Sunday 
School,  Confirmation, 
Adult Ed., Fellowship Hr;  
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 
 

16 

7:30pm AA 

 

 

 
 

17 

9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 
7pm Ruth 
Unit at Luther 
Ridge 

 

18 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7pm Christmas 
Carols 

7:30– 9pm 
United Pente-
costal Bible 

19  
 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

 

20 

 

7:30pm 
AA 

 

10pm NA 

 

21  

10am-12pm  
Crafting group 
 
5:30pm NA 
 

 

22 

9am Eucharist   
 
10:30am Sunday 
School, Confirmation, 
Adult Ed., Fellowship  
Hr.    
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls. 

23 

 
7:30pm AA 
 

 

24 

  
 
5pm Worship 
Service 
Please bring 
diaper  
donations 

 25 
 

6pm WTW 

 

26 
 

 

27 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

 

28 

10am-12pm  
Crafting group 
 
5:30pm  NA 

 

29 
 
9am Eucharist 
 
10:30am  Fellowship Hr. 
 
1:15 United Pent’ls 
 

30 
 
 
7:30pm AA 

31 

 

    

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

December 2019 

at 

Faith Lutheran 

Remember we serve at 
St. Vincent  DePaul on  

Jan. 5th!  
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Poinsettia Plants: A Christmas Giving Opportunity 

If you wish to add a Poinsettia to the altar for Christmas, please complete the form below & place it in 

the offering plate (or contact the Church Office at 860.347.6068).  The information MUST be forwarded 

no later than Mon., Dec. 17th. 

 

We are currently offering 6 ½” plants for $8.00 or 8” pots, each containing 3 plants, for $17.00 per pot.  It 

is hoped that some of these plants may be left by the donor to be distributed to homebound members as 

a Christmas gift from the congregation. 

 

Please cut off the form below to reserve your poinsettias. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _  
 

Christmas Poinsettia 

Plant given by ______________________________________________ 

In memory of _______________________________________________ 

In honor of _________________________________________________ 

 

Please check one: 

______  will pick up and deliver above plant myself 

______  will leave plant for shut-in 

 

Please enclose the payment with this form. 

______ # of plants x $8.00 (cost/plant)  =  ________ total 

______# of plants x $17.00 (cost/plant) = ________ total 

On Sunday, Dec. 8th, im-
mediately after the  
worship service, we are 
looking for volunteers to 
assist with putting up our 
Nativity Scene on our 
front lawn.  We will take it 
down on January 6th.  If 
you can help, it would be 
most appreciated. 
  

Appreciation received from… 

...the Novotny family for 
the beautiful altar flow-
ers received after their 
daughter Mia’s baptism 
here at FLC.  
 
Steve McDermott wrote… 
 
Thank you for your prayers and cards 
after the death of my father.  Having you 
as my church family is a blessing. 

 

Let’s set up the Nativity Scene together!   



 

 

Holiday Fair 

December 7
th
  

9:00-2:00 

 
The Holiday Fair is right around the corner, and many of us have been working hard preparing 

for the day.  Be sure to stop by on Saturday, December 7
th
 and get some Christmas shopping 

done, grab a bite to eat, or sit down with Santa Claus for a chat and a picture … all this while 

helping to support our church’s mission!  

 

Here’s a sampling of what we will be offering this year: 

 

Endless Stitch Embroidery  Crafts  Hand-Knit Items 

Fresh Greenery  Vendor Tables 

Cookies-by-the-Pound  Baked Goods 

White Elephant  Woodworking 

Decorations  Wreaths 

and More! 

While Faith Luther-
an continues to run 
a deficit, our mem-
bers have kept up 
with their pledges 
in 2019, and we thank all of you for your gener-
ous giving. 
 
There are other opportunities to give for mem-
bers who want to pay for specific expenses. 
This past year, Robert & Pat Stielau made a gift 
to the Tithing Fund and to pay for Faith Luther-
an Church’s Heating Oil Expenses. 
 
Members are encouraged to make gifts to  
support church programs that have meaning for 
them and are part of our ministry.   

Examples would include: 
 
Music Ministry, Sunday School & Church Ed-
ucation, ELCA Mission Support, Pastor’s Dis-
cretionary Fund, Church Repairs & Mainte-
nance, and Church Heating Expenses. 
 
While many members give through the offer-
ing plate or by mailing their payment to the 
church, some members who are over 70 ½  
and  receive annual distributions from an IRA 
have chosen to have that distribution sent di-
rectly to Faith Lutheran Church as a qualified 
charitable distribution.  Members who are in-
terested in giving money directly from their 
IRA to Faith Lutheran should consult their IRA 
plan administrator. 
 
- Tom Kugeman, Treasurer 
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age  

Faith brings strength and hope. 

 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com 
Peter B. Mason, Worship Musician 
Karen Carta, Office Administrator 
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Follow us on... 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Survival Bag Packing Event 

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation planning. 

Page 9 

 

A small, yet mighty, group of 
Faith Lutheran women met with 
several new friends from Una-
shamed, Inc., on Wednesday, 
November 13, 2019, to sort do-
nated products and pack the 
items into backpacks to be given 
to “at risk” youth that have been 
placed in the foster care sys-
tem.  Items ranged from blan-
kets and hats to deodorant and 
toothpaste to snacks and wa-
ter.  We managed to fill 42 back-
packs! Thank you to those who 
donated items and especially to 
those who donated so much 
time for packing. 

We offered our building space 
to the newly formed Una-
shamed, Inc., as its CEO had 
told Pastor Rohrs that she had 
nowhere to hold a packing 
event.  We hope to foster our 
relationship with this organiza-
tion and become  integral part in 
helping to fulfill their mission by 
working on  other initiatives to 
assist “at risk” youth. 

 

- Donna Barney 

Sana Cotton is the founder of  
Unashamed, Inc..  You can read 
more about here on this  website. 

https://www.middletownpress.com/middletown/article/Middletown-woman-taking-survival-bag-14273765.php

