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From the Pastor:  Happy New Year 

As Saint Paul would write, grace 
and peace to you from our Lord 
Jesus Christ! Happy New Year to 
all the members and friends of 
Faith Lutheran Church in Mid-
dletown, Connecticut! What a fan-
tastic 2019 we shared together! 
We worshiped the Lord our God 
with our presence as well as with 
our hands. We read scripture and 
sang together; studied the Word; 
preached the good news; fed the 
hungry and gave refreshment to 
the thirsty each week at Welcome 
Table Wednesday; we welcomed 
strangers to worship, the fair, the 
pinewood derby, the White Ele-
phant Room, the United Pentecos-
tal Church, ACES, AA, and NA; 
clothed people from our shed and 
from our knitting group; visited 

 
Matthew 25:34-40 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 

and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 

you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something 
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, 
or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my fami-
ly, you did it to me.’ 

the sick in their homes and at the 
hospital; comforted the grieving, 
and we played board games at 
Luther Ridge – all in the name of 
God. If you have ideas for other 
ways we can love God and love 
our neighbor, put them into action 
in 2020 so we may continue to 
fulfill the hopes of our messiah, 
Jesus Christ. I encourage you to 
continue to praise God daily and 
to continue to ask God to bless 
and provide for our congregation 
so that we may continue to bene-
fit our neighbors on behalf of our 
Creator. Let us grow in faith and 
commitment this new year. 
 
God bless all the good you do, 

+Pastor Rohrs 
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    Living Stewardship for  January 2020: 
 
 

Assisting Ministers:   Jan.5:  Donna Barney; Jan. 12:  Sue Giuffrida;  
                                     Jan. 19:  Jay Huntington; Jan. 26:  Lee Kozlowski 
 
Communion Ass’ts:   Jan. 5:  Betty Bengtson; Jan. 12:  Liz Helbig; 
                                     Jan. 19:  Heather Karpe; Jan. 26:  Joal Lentz 
 
 
Greeters:  Jan. 5:  Marge Smith; Jan. 12:  Eileen Bengtson; Jan. 19:  Margaret D’Aquila;  
                  Jan. 26:  Sally Hibner 
 
Ushers:   Jan. 5:      Dave Blasco, Margaret D’Aquila, Sally Hibner, Bill Tacke 
                Jan. 12:    Bill Bacon, Donna Barney, Betty Bengtson, Jan Wright 
                 Jan. 19:   Diana Huntington, Lee Kozlowski, Souvanh Singngam, Bill Stielau 
                 Jan. 26:   Jay Huntington, Steve McDermott, John Twining, Dave Youngs 
 
Openers/Closers:  Jan. 5:  Lee Kozlowski/Tom Kugeman; Jan. 12:  Donna Barney/Bill Stielau; 
                                Jan. 19:  Heather Karpe/John Twining; Jan. 26:  Lee Kozlowski;Tom Kugeman 
 
 
Counters/Depositors:   Jan. 5:  Jen Cope/David Winkel; Jan. 12:  Beth Stielau/John Twining; 
                                        Jan. 19:  Marge Smith/Jen Cope; Jan. 26:  Dave Blasco/Faith Twining 
 
 
Altar Guild: Jan. 5:  Lee Kozlowski/Jan. 12:  Heather Karpe; 
                    Jan. 19:  Marian  Schultz; Jan. 26: Jan Wright 
 
 

 

Please consider volunteering in 2020! 

 

A friendly  reminder:   
If you are unable to serve on a  

particular Sunday,  
please line up a replacement  & let 

the office know.   

Happy  Birthdays! 
 

1/5        Karen Anderson 
1/6        David Bengtson, Fred Rau 
1/9        Donna Winter 
1/10      Eileen Bengtson, Betty Bengtson 
1/11      Emily Waterman 
1/13      Jeffrey Winter 
1/14      Sally Hibner 
1/16      Breanna Stielau 
1/19      Ray Girard 
1/21      Melanie Barney 
1/23      Sue Giuffrida, Natalie Rubinow 
 

Kelly Rubinow, 
Chairperson of 

the White Elephant room, is  
excited to announce that the 2019 White  
Elephant sales totaled $4,000.  Thanks to all 
who donated and supported the White  
Elephant, looking forward to 2020! 
 
The Church Council extends its  sincerest ap-
preciation to Kelly and her husband Russ for 
all of their hard work to benefit Faith Lutheran. 
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Faith Lutheran’s   
Traditional  
Christmas  
Luncheon 
Memories: 
 
We met at the Red Fox 
Restaurant in Middletown on Thursday, 
December 12th and had a wonderful time 
visiting with new and old friends during the 
luncheon.  Afterwards, we had a rousing 
grab bag gift swap!  We welcome anyone 
interested in having a fun time to join us at 
future luncheons. 

 
 
 
 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord Sunday 
January 5, 2020 

 

On Sunday, January 5th, the Three Kings will 

be making a visit to Faith Lutheran Church  

during the service.  As the Three Kings, also 

known as the Three Wise Men or Maji, brought 

gifts to the baby Jesus, these Three Kings will 

be taking an extra offering for Pastor’s  

discretionary Fund.  Thank you in advance for 

your offering.  

 

- Lee Kozlowski 

How would you like to help bring hundreds 
of extra dollars into our church to fund mis-
sion and other special projects?  If so, we 
are seeking a person who can become our 
first Thrivent Grant Coordinator. The ideal 
person would be a current Thrivent mem-
ber who knows or is willing to learn how to 
write grant applications to Thrivent, who is 
willing to become very familiar with the 
Thrivent Action Team program require-
ments, who can help identify church activi-
ties that may qualify for a Thrivent grant, 
and who can assist members when they 
apply for a grant. Each Thrivent member in 
our congregation can apply two times a 
year for a $250 grant from Thrivent.  

 

A list of our members who have Thrivent prod-
ucts can be obtained from our Thrivent Repre-
sentative, Steve Strand. If this sounds like a fun 
way that you can help our church receive extra 
funding, please speak to Steve McDermott or to 
Pastor Rohrs and we will help you get the ball 
rolling. For more information on Thrivent Action 
Team grants, please visit their website at 
www.Thrivent.com, login, go to "My Thrivent," 
then "Thrivent Action Teams."   

+Pastor Rohrs 

Thrivent Grant Coordinator 

The Church Council &  Staff 
of Faith Lutheran Church 

wish you health & peace in 
the new year. 

http://www.Thrivent.com
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Dear Members & friends,  

The “Initial Offering”  
envelope in the giving  
envelope pack is there 
for those who want to 
cover the cost of the 
envelopes. The sug-
gested amount is $10.  
Thank you for your con-
sideration. 
 

Appreciation  
received… 
 
Dear friends of Faith  
Lutheran Church, 
 
My mother Ruth Anderson is celebrating her 
101st birthday today and enjoying the lovely 
pink cyclamen plant you sent for this happy  
occasion. 
 
On behalf of my mother and our family, I am 
thanking everyone for thinking of her as she 
celebrates this milestone in her life. 
 
Sincerely, 
Diane A. Petras 

Dear friends at Faith Lutheran Church, 
 
We are immensely grateful that members of 
your congregation continue to remember those 
in our community who need a helping hand.  
Your commitment of frequent donations of food 
makes a substantial difference in the lives of 
the 1,000 families who turn to Amazing Grace 
every month. 
 
Donations from Faith Lutheran total a huge 
729 pounds of food so far in 2019, including 
recent donations of 60, 81, 40, and 88 pounds.  
You make it possible to fill shopping bags for 
hungry families, and we very much appreciate 
your willingness to be a partner in this effort. 
 
With heartfelt thanks and best wishes for a 
merry Christmas and happy and healthy New 
Year. 
 
Mimi Rich 
Coordinator Families Feeding Families  
Food Donation Program 
 

 

Faith Lutheran Church opens 
our doors again to make a  
difference in our community.  
 
Earlier this year, your Church Council approved a 
request from  the group 
M.A.D.D. (Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving), 
the largest nonprofit 
working to protect fami-
lies from drunk driving 
and underage drinking, 
about using our Fellow-
ship Hall four times this 
year to host their M.A.D.D. SMART (Start Making 
A Right Turn) program.   
 
The two hour sessions have two different simul-
taneously run programs.  The first is for the teen 
who has gotten tickets related to possession of 
alcohol and marijuana, speeding or other traffic 
violations.  It focuses on alcohol education and 
the dangers of underage drinking as well as  
marijuana use.  Discussions turn to the traffic 
dangers of distracted driving, speeding and riding 
with drinking drivers.  The second program, held 
in a separate area, is for their parents  and pro-
vides practical skills such as setting rules, enforc-
ing consequences and monitoring teens’ activi-
ties.  The goal is to help parents communicate 
with their teens about alcohol and marijuana in 
an effort to prevent and help reduce associated 
risky behaviors.   
 
For more information about this program, please 
see the Narthex bulletin board.  This is another 
example of your Church Council  working hard to 
follow our Strategic Direction of “Serving and 
Empowering Youth” . 

More 
thanks... 

 

The MLK, Jr. Scholarship Committee of 
Greater Middletown presents:  
 

27th Annual  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Birthday Celebration 

Monday, January 20th at 12:30 p.m. 

South Congregational Church 
9 Pleasant St., Middletown 

 

See Narthex bulletin board for more information. 



 

December 30, 2019 

 

 

 

To Members and Friends of Faith Lutheran Church, 

 

The Annual Congregational meeting of Faith Lutheran Church will take place on Sunday,  
January 26, 2020 immediately after the worship service (10:15 a.m.) on 300 Washington 
Street in Middletown, CT. 
 
Should the weather be inclement, the meeting will be postponed to Sunday, February 2, 
2020 at 10:15 a.m. on 300 Washington Street in Middletown, CT.  Any cancellation infor-
mation will be posted on television stations - WFSB (Channel 3) and WVIT (Channel 30). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 

The Faith Lutheran Church Council  

Faith Lutheran Church 
300 Washington Street 

Middletown, Connecticut 06457 
(860) 347-6068 

The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs, Pastor  



The 2019 Holiday Craft Fair was, to say the least, 
a success!  First and foremost, thank you to all the 
people who helped - whether in the planning, set-
ting up, baking, cooking, crafting, knitting, sewing, 
painting and fixing the lattice displays, cleaning 
and tagging gently used items to sell, creating and 
donating baskets to raffle, securing vendors, pick-
ing up greens, advertising, tracking down Santa 
Claus, and the list goes on!  It takes a village (or 
Congregation) to put on the Faith Lutheran Church 
Holiday Craft Fair!  Thank you also to those who 
came out and supported all of our efforts by pur-
chasing what we had to offer!   

 

As we have done in the past, and to align with 
our church mission, we plan to take ten percent 
right off the top and use it for local outreach.  As 
of this printing, the recipient has not yet been 
decided, but it will most likely be for a local 
cause. 

 

I hope you all had as much fun as I did at the fair 
this year.  I am already taking ideas given to me 
from some of our visitors, vendors and members 
and am putting them in my “Fair” book for next 
year!  Please let me know if you would like to be 
a part of the planning – we can always use new 
ideas! 

- Lee Kozlowski 

HOLIDAY FAIR 2019 

Liz Helbig (Chair of the Cookies by the 
Pound) is waiting on Sue Giuffrida. 

Jan Wright has everything under control 
at the Raffle Baskets table. 

Mr. Klaus with the Kugeman/Eifrig family -  
Jen, Tom, Amelia & Dana. 

The shoppers have arrived! 

Future Holiday Fair Chairwoman,  
Breanna Stielau. 



ALTAR FLOWERS &  
SANCTUARY  
CANDLES... 
 
The 2020 Altar flowers and 
Sanctuary Candle sign up 
sheets are in the  

Narthex/Foyer.   
 
The prices will be the same for next year 
-- $40 per arrangement and $5 for the 
candle.  These are nice ways to recog-
nize happy events in our lives, honor a 
friend or memorialize a loved one. 
 
Should you wish to donate  your flowers, 

you may designate that after the service 
they go to a shut-in or member in need of 
some cheer.     

SAVE THESE  

2020 SERVING 

DATES: 

JAN. 5TH &  

JULY 19TH  

Please see the 
Sign Up Chart 

for the Jan. 5th 
date.  We need 

food and  
servers.   

 

 

Our Church’s   

Strategic  Direction:  
 

 

Address ing Hunger in M iddletown;  

 

Sharing Knowledge ;  

 

Serving & empowering Youth & Sen iors ;  

 

How? Coord inat ing assets  in  our commu-

nity to  meet needs ;  and  

 

Communicating about resources  & 

e vents .  
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Bob Barney, Jr. would like the con-
gregation to know that he is finish-
ing up his annual Christmas album, 
and if you’d like the songs, you can 
email Bob 
at robert.barney@unlv.edu and he 
will share them all for free. 

Words of appreciation… 
 
Thanks for supporting Salem  
Lutheran (in Flint, MI) in mission and min-
istry during 2019.  May you have a blessed 
Christmas and a fulfilling New Year.   
Salem appreciates your generosity.  

Pastoral Acts…. 
 
On Sunday, December 22, 2019, 
we officially welcomed  
Sally Hibner to our Faith  
Lutheran family.  We are so  
happy you have joined our  
congregation, Sally.    
 
If you are a visitor and are  
also interested in becoming a 
member, please see Pastor Rohrs.  

mailto:robert.barney@unlv.edu


   

 

 

1 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30 United 

Pent’l  

Bible Study 

2 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

 

 

3 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

4 
 
10am-12pm  
Crafting group 
 
5:30pm  NA 

5 Epiphany/Three Kings 

9am Eucharist  

10:30am  Sunday 
School, Confirmation, 
Adult Ed., Fellowship Hr. 
 
St. Vincent DePaul  
dinner 
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

6 

 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

7:30pm AA 

 

7 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 

 

8 

 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30 United 

Pent’l Bible 

Study 

9 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

 

10 

7:30pm 

AA 

10pm NA 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

10am-12pm  
Crafting group, 
Boy Scouts 
5:30pm NA 

 

 

12 

9am Eucharist  
 

10:30am  Sunday 
School,  Confirmation, 
Adult Ed., Fellowship Hr 
for Karen Carta  
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls 

13 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

7:30pm AA 

 

14 

9am  Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 

7pm Council 

 
 
 

15 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30– 9pm 
United Pen-
tecostal Bible 
Study 

16  
 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

 

17 

 

7:30pm 
AA 

 

10pm NA 

 

18  

10am-12pm  
Crafting group 
 
5:30pm NA 
 

 

19 

9am Eucharist   
 
10:30am Sunday 
School, Confirmation, 
Adult Ed., Fellowship  
Hr.    
 
1:15-4pm United Pent’ls. 

20 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 
7:30pm AA 
 

 

21 

9am  Martha  
 
7pm Ruth 
Unit at Luther 
Ridge 

22 
 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30– 9pm 
United Pen-
tecostal Bible 
Study 

23 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 

4:30-8:30pm 
M.A.D.D. 
meeting in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

24 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

 

25 

10am-12pm  
Crafting group 
 
5:30pm  NA 

 

26 
 
9am Eucharist 
 
10:30am  ANNUAL 
MEETING  (snow date:  
Feb. 2nd) 
 
1:15 United Pent’ls 
 

27 
 
9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

 
7:30pm AA 

28 

9am Martha 
Unit/Knitters 
 

29 
 
9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 

6pm WTW 

7:30– 9pm 
United Pen-
tecostal Bible 
Study 

30 

9am-1pm Pr. 
Rohrs’ Office 
Hours 
 

Snow date 

4:30-8:30pm 
M.A.D.D. 
meeting in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

31 

7:30pm 
AA 

10pm NA 

 

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

January 

2020 

at 

Faith  

Lutheran 



age  

Faith brings strength and hope. 

 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com 
Peter B. Mason, Worship Musician 
 
 

 
Page 9 

Follow us on... 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation planning. 
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The Emoji  
Christmas  
Pageant 

 A big “Thank you!” Jennifer Eifrig, Tom Kugeman, Janet Hayn 
and the children for a wonderful “Emoji Christmas” pageant 
this Christmas!  Our performers were Michaela Cope - the 
Star, Breanna Stielau - Angel, Riley Dunnells - Angel, Natalie 
Rubinow - Angel, Braden Steilau - Sheep, Connor D’Aquila - 
Shepherd, Dana Kugeman - - Wise Person, Meredith Cope - 
Wise Person, Joey Belrose - Joseph; Kaylee Dunnells - Mary, 
Breanna  Steialu - reader, Micaela Cope - reader, Dana Kuge-
man - reader and  Meredith Cope - reader. 

As many of you know, I began 
working in the Christ Lutheran of-
fice when my son was an infant. 
What was supposed to be a tem-
porary stop “between jobs” turned 
into an almost 22 year stint!  After 
much reflection, I felt it was time 
for a personal change.   
 
You have allowed me flexibility to 
put my family first and I thank you 
for that.  It has been an honor to 
serve the congregation while mak-
ing friendships with members of 
Christ Lutheran and then your 
consolidated church family as well 
as your building partners.   
 
I am grateful for the memories and 
the impact you have all had on my 
life.  May God bless you as you 
continue on your path of serving 
others.  
 

 

In addition, I’d also like to ex-
press appreciation for the con-
gregation’s generous Christmas 
gift this year and your kind sen-
timents as I continue on my 
journey.  
 
With warmest regards, 

Karen Carta 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE... 
 
It’s that time of year...when we’re collecting 
Annual Reports.  Please submit yours  
promptly.  Thank you. 


