God’s Eyes Are Not Our Eyes
One heresy in the early church was called Donatism. The Donatists held
that the sacraments were only efficacious if presided over by priests who
were sinless. It didn’t take the church long to realize that if it held to this
policy there would be no sacraments for anyone. So if the gospel can be
proclaimed through the preaching of a sinner, then we must allow for the
possibility that God’s healing may be accomplished through
extraordinary means. God chooses a boy too young to be taken seriously
to anoint as one chosen to lead Israel. When the prophet Samuel is sent
by God to find the new king who will replace Saul, Samuel goes through
a long line of all Jesse’s tall, strapping, competent-looking sons of
appropriate age. When none of them are chosen, finally Jesse sends for
young David. All of the obvious-to-us choices were declined in favor of
a boy. What we may see as authoritative, respectable, and trustworthy
may not always align with God. Today’s first reading reminds us that
“the LORD does not see as mortals see” (1 Sam. 16:7).
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Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the
story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares
the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s
beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints
our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily
lives.

This theme of sight runs throughout today’s texts, both in terms of how
God does not see as we see and also in Jesus’ healing of a man born
blind. Jesus chooses to heal a blind man on the sabbath with dirt and
saliva, much to the dismay of the good religious people who were certain
they knew better than to display such questionable judgment and
behavior. Lent is a time to reevaluate. Let it also be a time to examine the
ways in which we do not see what God is doing around us because we
too think we know better. Bottom line: God often uses the unexpected to
accomplish redemption.
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Minister of Music, Mijin Choi
Fourth Sunday in Lent

A Assisting Minister

C Congregation

Welcome! Peace be with you. While the world is addressing the COVID 19
pandemic, keep your focus on God our Father in heaven who will never leave you
nor forske you. Please do not take any unnecessary risks and wash your hands
before you leave your house, when you enter your house, after using the rest room,
after touching your face, after touching somone else. Sanitizing your phone is a
good idea also. When you feel afraid pray this prayer: “When I’m afraid, I put my
trust in you, Lord.” (Psalm 56:3)
If you would like to receive Faith Lutheran Church’s monthly newsletters, email
the church office at churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org If you would like to
join our Zoom online worship services, please email the church office or call us at
860-347-6068 and leave your name and phone number and we will contact you.

For pastoral emergences, please text or call Pastor Cathy Rohrs
(pronounced “roars”) at 717-321-6799.
May God bless you and keep you.

Gathering Hymn:

“God, Whose Almighty Word”

God, whose almighty word chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight:
Hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light.
Christ, who once came to bring,
On your redeeming wing,
Healing and sight,
Health to the troubled mind,
Sight where illusions blind;
Oh, now in humankind
Let there be light.
Spirit of truth and love,
Lifegiving, holy dove,
Spread forth your flight;
Move on the water’s face
Bearing the lamp of grace,
And in earth’s darkest place
Let there be light.

TODAY’S ASSISTING MINISTER: Lee Kozlowski

Holy and blessed three,
Glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might;
Boundless as ocean’s tide,
Rolling in fullest pride,
Through the earth, far and wide,
Let there be light.
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ELW # 673

Confession
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Most Merciful God,
C We confess that we are captive to sin, and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

3

Kyrie – “In peace, let us pray…” ELW pg. 138

Hymn of Praise -

4
“Glory to God…” ELW pg., 213
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Prayer of the Day
P Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love
is steadfast and your strength never fails. In this time of danger and
trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide the leaders
of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant us
courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C Amen.
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of
Jesse and did not match his brothers in height or other physical
characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of
the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not
sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise
and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then
set out and went to Ramah.
A Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23
1

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.

2

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3

He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

4

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.

5

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

1

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you,
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for
me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has
the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not
chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
7
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Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct
our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is
truly pleasing to God.
8

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as
children of light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and
right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from
the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
A Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
Gospel: John 9:1-41
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he
regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God.

was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming
when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used
to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered,
“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my
sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been
blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened
his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who
is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his
sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this
is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing
I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him,

1

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he
9

10

“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see
may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”
P Here ends the Gospel.
C Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day:

“Will You Come and Follow Me”

ELW #798

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known?
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me?
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you let the pris’ners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen?
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.
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We Offer To God
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers of the Church
P With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things
that dwell in it and beneath it. Help us revive soil for crops to grow well.
Bring rain to lands suffering drought. Protect hills and shorelines from
damage caused by erosion. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders
who seek goodness, righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate
the efforts of those who would seek to cause violence or terror. Hear us,
O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come
quickly to all who seek prayer this day especially... for our mission
partners - Salem Lutheran Church and Genesis Lutheran Church; and for
those serving in the armed forces especially… We also pray for those we
name aloud or silently (a brief silence). Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each
person who enters, no matter their physical capacity, cognitive ability, or
sensory need. Help us to be creative and brave in making our facilities
and our ministries accessible to all. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them
to new life with you. We give thanks for your saints especially... Join us
together with them as your children in this world and the next. Hear us,
O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P Into your hands, Gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

A brief silence.
A God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who
testify to your deeds of power. Raise up voices in your church that are
often silenced or overlooked due to age, gender expression, race, or
economic status. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
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The Offering

Please mail your offering to the church, give from your online banking app, or go to our
website www.faithelcamiddletown.org to donate on the “donate here” button.

Special Musical Selection
The Offering Prayer
A Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends.
Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us
to share, that all people may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now
and forever.
C Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word
P Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and
brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
C we give you thanks and praise.
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway
home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,
C we give you thanks and praise.
P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those emtombed by death,
the way of our self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
C we give you thanks and praise.
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P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world
in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
though Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
Benediction
P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
C Amen.

Announcements
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Sending Hymn:

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”

Serving next Sunday, March 29, 2020

ELW #452

Awake, O sleeper, rise from death,
And Christ shall give you light;
So learn his love, its length and breadth,
Its fullness, depth, and height.
To us on earth he came to bring
From sin and fear release,
To give the Spirit’s unity,
The very bond of peace.

ASSISTING MINISTER: Faith Twining

Please email churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org if you switch with
someone so the correct person can be listed. Thank you.

Next Week – Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

There is one body and one hope,
One spirit and one call,
One Lord, one faith, and one baptism,
One God who made us all.

Upcoming Events

Then walk in love as Christ has loved,
Who died that he might save;
With kind and gentle hearts forgive
As God in Christ forgave.

Sun, March 22
Wed, March 25

9:00 a.m.
Worship via Zoom
Lenten worship materials emailed as desired

Sun, March 29
Wed, April 1

9:00 a.m.
Worship via Zoom
Lenten worship materials emailed as desired

For us Christ lived, for us he died,
And conquered in the strife.
Awake, arise, go forth in faith,
And Christ shall give you life.

Sun, April 5
Thurs, April 9
Fri, April 10
Sat, April 11

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Palm Sunday Worship via Zoom
Maundy Thursday via Zoom
Good Friday via Zoom
Easter Vigil via Zoom

Sun, April 12

9:00 a.m.

Easter Sun Worship via Zoom

Sun, April 19

9:00 a.m.

TBD

Sun, May 31

9:00 a.m.

Pentecost Day and Confirmation
Eucharist

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
Parts of the service reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2014 Augsburg
Fortress; from Words for Worship, copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress; from Lutheran Book of
Worship copyright 1978, Augsburg Fortress license #3014-L; from Words for Worship: Year B
2014-2015 copyright 2014, Augsburg Fortress; from Graphics for Worship copyright 1996
Augsburg Fortress license #3016-G. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The church office will be open, as we are able; Mon-Thurs 9-1. For
pastoral emergencies, please call Pr. Rohrs at 717-321-6799
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Prayer Requests
Worshippers are encouraged to speak the names of loved ones in need of prayer
during the Prayer of the Church. You are also encouraged to remember all the
following in your prayers. Names can be added to the prayer list by informing
the church office once permission has been received from the person being
added to the prayer list. O Lord, hear our prayers!
Mission Partners: Genesis Lutheran Church in Bridgeport, CT and Salem
Lutheran Church in Flint, MI.
Mission Supporters: Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, New England Synod
Bishop James Hazelwood, and Director of Evangelical Mission Kim
Bergstrand.
Church Council: Donna Barney (Secretary); Ellen Cassady; Margaret
D’Aquila; Mark Diehl (Assistant Treasurer); Heather Karpe; Lee Kozlowski
(Vice President); Tom Kugeman (Treasurer); Steve McDermott (President);
Pastor Cathy S. Rohrs; Bill Tacke (Financial Secretary); and John Twining.
Prayer Team: Donna Barney, Margaret D’Aquila, Sue Girard, Janet Hayn; Liz
Helbig, Heather Karpe, Rick Karpe, Carolyn Krenz, Tom Kugeman and Janet
Wright.
Health Issues: David Gionfriddo; Fred Rau; Rich Radziwon; Earl Woike; and
Giulio Giuffrida as well as our fellow Americans residing in Flint, MI who are
still living with inadequate water quality, our NA and AA attendees, ACES
families, and the people of United Pentecostal Church.
Life issues: The family and friends of Anthony Matthews, Winnie May, Ed
Blasco, Joseph McDermott, Archie Smith, David Albanese, Megan Brancifort,
Edie Tyler, Caroline Jarzbek, Ralph Schaffer, Louise Mansueto and Rev.
Richard Johnson.

Purpose of Faith Lutheran Church
God’s purpose for our new church is to unite unconditionally,
sharing God’s love through our growing faith and mission with
everyone in the name of Jesus Christ.

Guiding Principles of Faith Lutheran Church
—Committed to serve
—Forward thinking, future oriented
—Welcoming
—Guided by faith
—Fun, relevant, cool—a place people want to be

Our Church’s Strategic Direction
Addressing Hunger in Middletown;
Sharing Knowledge;
Serving & Empowering Youth & Seniors;
How? Coordinating assets in our Community to meet needs;
and Communicating about resources & events.

Contact Information

Please remember Faith Lutheran Church in your estate and funeral
donation planning.
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Website: www.faithelcamiddletown.org
Church Phone: (860) 347-6068
Church Email: churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs, Pastor
Please call or text Pastor Rohrs - cell phone: (717) 321-6799 or
email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com
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NOTICES:

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE

If FLC worship service should ever need to be cancelled due to
inclement weather, cancellation information will be posted on television
stations - WFSB (Channel 3), WTNH (Channel 8), and WVIT (Channel
30).
Welcome Table Wednesday—Donations collected weekly.
Prayer Bears in the Pews—The bears you see in the sanctuary have
been in the presence of Scripture, Prayer, and the healing presence of
Jesus. Please take these bears to those who need a touch of God’s Grace
as an extension of our prayer ministry here at Faith.
Spring Clean Up Day—Stay Tuned for New Date.

MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP

March’s

issio
n
onth
Our Mission of the Month for March is
Welcome Table Wednesday.
We will have a second offering the last Sunday in March (March
29) to help defray the cost of
Welcome Table Wednesday.
Thank you.
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Wednesdays: 7 PM
March 25
April 1

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
Palm Sunday, April 5
Maundy Thursday, April 9:
Good Friday, April 10:
Saturday Easter Vigil, April 11:
EASTER SUNDAY! April 12:
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9 AM Worship
7 PM Worship
7 PM Worship
7:30 PM Worship
9 AM Worship

