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From the Pastor:   

Bear One Another’s Burdens  
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
I am so proud of you and the way you 
have all pulled together to help one 
another face the effects of this pan-
demic. We’ve had to learn the Zoom 
platform to hold and participate in 
worship online; learned to wear 
masks to help our neighbors and con-
tribute to the common good; learned 
how to make those masks and have 
made and given away many of them; 
learned how to work from home; 
continued to provide a free commu-
nity meal each Wednesday evening 
(To-Go for the time being); collecting 
soup and cereal for the Amazing 
Grace Food Pantry; visited from a 

distance; made many phone calls, 
cards, prayers, and emails to our 
families who are grieving. In this 
time of separation, I encourage you 
to draw closer to God through read-
ing scripture, praying, attending 
worship, and singing holy songs so 
we can all come through this trial 
stronger, more resilient, and filled 
with holy spirit.  
 
May God bless every good thing you 
do,  
 
 

+ Pr. Rohrs  

 

 Our  C hur c h ’s   

 S tr ate g ic  D ir e ct ion :  

 

Ad dr es s ing  Hunger  in  M idd l e t ow n ;  
 

S har ing  K now le dge ;  
 

S er vin g  &  e mpow er ing   

Yo ut h  &  S e n ior s ;  
 

How ? C oor d ina t ing  as s e ts  i n  our  

c ommun i t y t o  me et  ne e ds ;   
 

a nd  C ommu nic a t ing  a bout  r es our c es  

a nd  e ve nts .  



Page 2 

Coping With COVID-19 

Here we are two and a half months into the COVID-19 pandemic and our altered world continues.  There has been 
nothing like this in 100 years and it continues to challenge the way we live.    
 
Our COVID-19 Task Force meets (virtually of course) regularly to review the latest safety information and how it relates 
to our church.  We have been careful to follow our governor’s guidelines for the State of Connecticut and Bishop Hazel-
wood’s recommendations for the New England Synod.  While new Coronavirus cases and deaths in our state continue 
to go down, this is not the time to relax the safeguards that have kept so many of us safe thus far.  Unfortunately, face-
to-face worship is still weeks away at best. 
 
Some may ask why we don’t just open up and observe social distancing in our spacious sanctuary?  That does sound 
tempting, and who isn’t starved for the experience of worshiping together and seeing our fellow members in person 
again?  But there are still unresolved problems including the fact that the virus appears to linger in the air, especially 
when people speak loudly or sing.  Also, we are a community with numerous “at risk” members i.e. over 65 yrs. old and 
preexisting conditions.  Even if we tell people to come ONLY if they are not at risk, some may come anyway.  Caring for 
our fellow brothers and sisters dictates we avoid that risk.  
 
For now, we continue with virtual, online Zoom worship services.  Who could have imagined that this would work so 
well?  Attendance is very good and comparable to most Sundays in previous years.  Our worshippers really enjoy (and 
take full advantage) when the microphones are opened during Sharing of the Peace and at the end of the service.   
 
Thankfully, God’s people haven’t forgotten Faith Lutheran Church and most pledges continue to come in during this 
crisis.  The Church Council decided from the start that we would do everything possible to keep our employees working 
at FLC.  Thanks to great effort and diligence, council Vice President Lee Kozlowski was able to secure funding from the 
second round of the federal government’s Payroll Protection Program.  The PPP as it is known, is a loan to small busi-
nesses and nonprofits like FLC which, if spent on payroll and utilities, should 
be forgiven.  So, on the financial front, so far so good. 
 
With this pandemic and associated economic downturn, our mission of feed-
ing our neighbors has taken on even more significance. Welcome Table 
Wednesday continues to serve “take-away” dinners each week and we have 
been collecting food and money for Amazing Grace Food Pantry. Thanks to our 
brave volunteers and members who come out weekly to serve the needy in 
our community.   
 
As I said in last month’s newsletter, we are living through unimaginable and 
challenging times.  But we are working together to worship and take care of 
one another.  If there is someone you haven’t seen or heard from, give them a 
call.  It is our job as God’s people to look after God’s people.  Please be patient 
and stay healthy.  Good things come to those who wait.  
 
Steve McDermott, Council President 
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A friendly reminder: 
If you are unable to serve on a particular Sunday,  

please line up a replacement and let the office 
know. 

Thank you for serving. 

Reformation 
and 

Confirmation Sunday  
for   

Amelia Kugeman 
and 

Micaela Cope 

October 25th 

 

Living Stewardship - May 2020   
Assisting Ministers 
June 7 ~    Lee Kozlowski 
June 14 ~  Lee Lozlowski 
June 21 ~  Steve McDermott 
June 28 ~  Faith Twining 
 

I would like to thank everyone for all the get 
well cards to Rich and I and the many sympathy 
cards and phone calls I have received when 
Rich passed away.  It has really helped me 
through a very difficult time.  And thank you 
Pastor Rohr for all your support also.  I plan on 
having a nice memorial service for Rich as soon 
as the churches are open again.   
 
Bev Radziwon  

The family of Ruth Anderson gives thanks to 
the members of Faith Lutheran for the many 
prayers and sympathy cards upon her recent 
passing from COVID-19. 
 
Ray Anderson  

ission 

onth 

 

 

Our Mission of the Month for June is 
the Church Fuel Oil Fund. 

~~~~~ 

Our Mission of the Month for July is the 
ACES Birth to Three Nutritional Program. 

~~~~~ 

Donations can be mailed to the church or  vis-
it www.faithelcamiddletown.org and click on 

http://www.faithelcamiddletown.org
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Finance Update 

We want to give our thanks to our members for their generous giving in these difficult times. 

In addition to pledges, there are other opportunities for members who 

want to pay for specific expenses. Earlier this spring, Robert & Pat Stielau 

made a gift to the Tithing Fund, to pay for Faith Lutheran Church’s 

Heating Oil Expenses, and to start a Building Maintenance Fund, which 

will help to maintain our worship space when we are able to return. 

While many members mail their gifts to the church, or have setup elec-

tronic payments, some members who are over 70 ½  and receive Annual 

Distributions from an IRA have chosen to have that Distribution sent di-

rectly to Faith Lutheran Church, as a qualified charitable distribution.  

Members who are interested in giving money directly from their IRA to 

Faith Lutheran should consult their IRA plan administrator. 

Please let me know if you have any questions, 

Tom Kugeman, Treasurer     

Thrivent Choice Donations 

The Thrivent Choice charitable grant program engag-

es Thrivent members and Thrivent Member Networks in providing 

grants that support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent's mis-

sion and its purposes.   

By directing Choice Dollars® through Thrivent Choice, eligible 

members recommend where Thrivent should distribute some of 

its charitable outreach funding among thousands of enrolled non-

profit organizations and churches.  

So far this year, Thrivent has deposited over $500 into our bank 

account through the Thrivent Choice® program. We thank those 

members who have directed their Thrivent Choice Donations to 

Faith Lutheran.  Your continued gifts help us further support our 

important work in the community .   

Please contact the church office if you have any questions about 

the Thrivent Choice program. 

 

Families Feeding Families 

 
Thank you for your very generous 

financial and food donations to 

help our friends at  

Amazing Grace!   

You are TRULY AMAZING!!            



 

June 4   Bob Barney Jr 
  Jennifer Barney 
June 5  David Hall 
June 6  Bill Stielau 
June 9  Holly Schroeder 
June 13 Kim Bacon 
  Leah McDermott 
June 19 Donna Barney 
June 22 Charles Bacon 
June 23 Joshua Abbott  
June 24 Ivy Anderson 
June 27 Doreen Winkel 
June 28 Marian Schultz 

HAPPINESS IS … OUR PARKING LOT!              By Margaret D'Aquila 
 
We might not be using our church parking lot but our community and neighbors are using it and it 
warms my heart. As I stopped to clean the clothes shed, I was taken aback by the number of 
cars on the lot. At first I thought, “what is this?” But, then I realized that the cars filled with 
people (social distancing) were planning a Birthday Drive-By. The cars were decorated with 
streamers and signs. People were smiling and yelling to each other and it made me feel happy.  
 

I knew the Birthday Person was going to be thrilled.   
 

As soon as the Birthday Caravan left I heard more voices and investigated. More people had  
arrived—parents with little kids celebrating a little boy’s birthday. They stayed apart but  
everyone was laughing, singing and enjoying seeing each other. When this ended, we had a visit 
from a couple of first responders, policemen, just sitting in their cars, social distancing, but  
enjoying each other’s company.  
 

It made me feel good knowing Faith Lutheran was being used and that we have become a  
community gathering place.  
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Faith Lutheran Church 
300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com 
Mijin Choi, Minister of Music 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Follow us on... 

 

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation planning. 
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Faith Lutheran From All Angles! 
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Faith Lutheran From All Angles! 
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Dear People of the New England Synod, 
 

As I have said from the very beginning of this pandemic, I have confidence and trust in your leadership. You continue to make wise, thoughtful 
and faithful decisions, and I appreciate the maturity with which you are handling extremely challenging forces. 
 

Re-Opening 
 

Our New England states have initiated various phases of so-called “re-opening.” In a few states, governors have provided guidance which per-
tain to houses of worship. The guidance may have given the impression or may have been interpreted as license to “open as usual.” That 
is not the case! 
 

In light of that, I want to offer here a path forward for the New England Synod: 
 

If you have not seen the ELCA Guidance Regarding In-Person Worship, here is the link. (click here) It’s quite helpful, and I encourage you to use 
it as a foundational document in decision making. 
I encourage you, if you have not already, to begin thinking about a phased re-opening of your ministry. I wrote about that to you previously. 
(click here) 
I believe there is wisdom in proceeding slowly, watching and learning from others as they manage their own re-opening. 
I strongly recommend that all of our congregations not hold any form of in-person indoor worship until at least July 1. 
 

In the coming weeks, I will provide additional guidance about moving forward. 
The timeline at the bottom of this letter will provide you assistance in your own planning. In the meantime, I suggest you engage your congre-
gation council in discussions around the following: 
  

If you have not already established shepherd or care groups, I would encourage you to put that in place. I interviewed Pastor John Polk about 
this for a podcast, (listen here) and John’s paper describing this can be found here. 
Now is a good time to contact your insurance carrier. Consult with them as to their recommendations regarding re-opening. It’s also a good 
idea to ensure your premiums have been paid and your account is up to date. 
If your congregation has outside organizations that use your facility, this is a good time to review contracts and ensure up to date proof-of-
insurance documents are in order. You may wish to inform them of the above July 1 date as well. 
  

Tomorrow (Wednesday, May 20), I will release a video where I discuss in more depth my thinking around re-opening. That video will be sent to 
your email address and posted on our various social media platforms. 
  

Holy Communion 
  

As you may recall, I have also encouraged a synod-wide conversation around Holy Communion. What follows is a timeline for those conversa-
tions as a general timeline for re-opening plans. 
  

Currently – Everyone is invited to view and read a variety of resources on this topic (click here). 
  

Week of May 25 - I will be releasing a video on the topic of Holy Communion. This will be a resource that congregations can use for educational 
purposes. You will receive a link to that video. 
  

May 28th – By this time I expect all of our conferences will have met with the pastors and deacons to discuss five questions related to this top-
ic. On May 28, my staff and I will be meeting with the deans to listen to feedback. You can view the discussion questions by clicking here. 
  

June 6th – Meeting of the New England Synod Council on this date. Among several items of business will be a discussion of a draft of recom-
mendations on Communion practices along with a review of recommendations for re-opening plans. 
  

June 10th – I will be sending out my letter of recommendations regarding the next steps in planning for re-opening as well as guidance around 
Holy Communion. 
  

I hope this outline provides you with a clear path forward. Please know that we are not in normal times. Therefore, we need to anticipate the 
need to adjust our plans. Flexibility is no longer an option in the church, it is a requirement. 
  

With that in mind, let me be clear about the July 1 date.......... 
I have indicated not reopening until at least July 1. Please do not interpret this as a date when you will re-open. There is much we do not know 
about this virus still, and there are many considerations before that is an option. 
 

I appreciate your dedication to your work, your congregations, the well-being of all your members and the ongoing proclamation of the Gospel. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

Bishop James Hazelwood 



Page 7 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

2 

9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 

 

3 
 
 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

4 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 

5 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

10 Ppm NA* 

6 

 
 

5:30 pm NA* 

7 
9 am Worship* 

8 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

9 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
 
 
7 pm Church 
Council* 

10 
 
 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

11 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 

12 

 
7:30 pm AA* 
10 Ppm NA* 

13 

 
 

5:30 pm NA* 

14 
9 am Worship* 

15 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

16 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

17 
 
 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

18 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

19 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

10 Ppm NA* 

20 

 
 

5:30 pm NA* 

21 
9 am Worship* 

22 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

23 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

24 
 
 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

25 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

26 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

10 Ppm NA* 

27 

 
 

5:30 pm NA* 

28 
9 am Worship* 

29 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

30 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

    

June 2020 

* Virtual through 
Zoom 


