
 

 

We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Inside this issue: 

SEPTEMBER 2020             Volume 7, Issue 8 

Where Have You 
Seen God Lately 1/2 

COVID Response 3 

Living Stewardship 4 

Living the Faith 
Lutheran Way 5 

ELCA Disaster 
Relief—Wildfire 6 

NE Synod  
Notification 7 

God’s Work. Our 
Socially-Distanced 
Hands 

8 

September 
Calendar 9 

           Where Have You Seen God Lately?  
 
Pastor asks us this question at 
the start of our worship service 
each Sunday morning.   
Sometimes people have an  
answer, but often times there is 
an awkward silence.   
   

I received the “verse of the 
day” (Jeremiah 29:13) from the 
K-Love radio station today, and 
it prompted me to look at  
different translations of this 
verse, and I thought about  
Pastor’s Sunday morning  
question.  
 

“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.” 
NLT:  New Living Translation 
 

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 
NIV: New International Version 
ESV:  English Standard Version  
RSV:  Revised Standard Version 
 

“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with 
all your heart.” 
KJV:  King James Version  
  
“When you come looking for Me, you'll find Me.” 
MSG:  The Message 
  
I read each of these translations and thought about my week and 
where I might have seen God... and WOW!! 
I realized He was there every day:  
  
I saw God at our friend’s wake - although we were all sad at a life 
lost way too early to cancer, God was there in the strength of the 
family members, in the overwhelming support of friends, in the un-
derstanding and gentle demeanor from the caretakers at the funeral 
home, and in the photo memories and laughs shared as we moved 
through the line. 
      ...Continued on page 2... 
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...continued from page 1… 

God was present in nature as my husband and I woke up to see a baby deer and his mother  
eating our apple tree (so that’s why we never get any apples)...a branch snapped back at the 
baby as he tried to bite it and he playfully jumped back making us laugh! 
 
Beautiful sunset colors across the sky show His majesty, and the shining rays of light that 
come from the clouds often make me think God is reaching down to us. 
 
Our healthcare workers always amaze me with their knowledge, compassion, and sacrifices for 
the danger they face everyday, especially now with the pandemic we are facing.  The  
protective equipment they have to wear is far from comfortable as we all know from just  
having to wear our masks, making it hard to breathe.  I thought of how they can’t stay socially 
distant as I was getting my blood drawn for a few tests.  I believe God is with them in their 
caring.  
 
The love I feel from my cats when they rush to my bedroom door as I open it in the morning 
or when they hop up to find a spot on my lap or the arm of my chair or at my feet when I sit 
down after a long day at work.  The “hugs” from their little paws bring God’s comfort.   
 
I saw God’s presence in the excitement on a little boy’s face as he came out of the hygienist’s 
room at the dental office where I work, telling me he had his teeth “counted and tickled by 
the machine” after his very first cleaning.  And then in the extra care taken by an older  
gentleman who pushed his wife in her wheelchair and patiently helped her into the dental chair 
as she came to have impressions taken for new dentures.  
 
I felt God’s presence as I watched my niece and nephews interacting at our backyard  
barbecue, having fun together in the pool, playing horseshoes and the triumphant shout of my 
niece’s very first ringer, and watching my mother enjoying the grandchildren.  
 
So what I realized after pondering the verse from Jeremiah — if I look, I can find God  
everywhere!  I hope you can, too — please share with us on Sunday morning!  We all need some 
positivity and uplifting stories amidst the depressing media and news!  Have a blessed 
week...God loves you! 
 

Donna Barney  



 

 

State officials and federal agencies warn there’s a new phone scam circulating: Some callers posing 

as COVID-19 contact tracers try to pry credit card or bank account information from unsuspecting 

victims. The imposters apparently are taking advantage of a genuine public health intervention that’s 

crucial to stopping the spread of the novel coronavirus: contact tracing. In one such scheme, de-

tailed in a warning from the Montana attorney general, scammers tell their victims, “I’m calling from 

your local health department to let you know that you have been in contact with someone who has 

COVID-19.” Then they move in for the kill, asking for payment information “before we continue.”  

Don’t fall for that, say public health advocates and officials.  

Legitimate contact tracers don’t ask for payment or seek other financial information.  

Real contact tracers generally work for health departments. They contact COVID-positive patients to 

track symptoms; they help the people they call figure out how to isolate themselves from others until 

they clear the virus, and determine which friends, neighbors, colleagues or acquaintances they 

might have been near in the days just before or after they tested positive for the coronavirus.   

Page 3 Update from the COVID-19 Task Force 
(submitted by Steve McDermott) 

 

Since the pandemic isn't taking a vacation, the church COVID-19 Task Force continued to meet 

throughout the summer.  So what is happening? 

Could worship be coming back to church soon?  Possibly. We still face huge challenges in our 

sanctuary due to inadequate ventilation (vintage 1950s) which makes it unsafe to hold services 

there.  But, we are working on a plan for "Drive-In" worship right in our church parking lot! What 

would you think of that? Or, perhaps drive-by communion outside the church building. But before 

we go too far developing these plans, we'd like your input.  Please fill out the survey sent to your  

email and let us know what you think. 

Signs of Faith - if you have driven by the church over the last few weeks you would have seen 

beautiful, handcrafted signs on the church lawn declaring our belief that everything is going to be 

alright.  Our Signs of Faith campaign was put together by artistic members of the COVID-19 Task 

Force and their families and will continue to "pop-up" around town to spread hope and love.  

If you have questions for the COVID-19 Task Force please call or email them to the church  

office.   

All inquires and ideas are welcome. 

Phone scam alert:  
No legit COVID-19  
contact tracer will 

ask you these  
questions! 
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Reformation 
and 

Confirmation Sunday  
for   

Amelia Kugeman 
and 

Micaela Cope 

October 25th 

 

Living Stewardship—SEPTEMBER 2020   

Assisting Minister 
September 6  Donna Barney 
September 13 Lee Kozlowski 
September 20  Jay Huntington 
September 27  Steve McDermott 
   

Liturgical Assistant 
September 6  The Kugeman Family 
September 13 Donna Barney 
September 20  Lee Kozlowski 
September 27  The Kugeman Family 

 

Zoom Host 

September 6  Steve McDermott 
September 13 Bill Stielau 
September 20  Steve McDermott 
September 27  Bill Stielau 

Cereal and 
Soup for 
Amazing 
Grace! 

 
Please don’t 

forget we are 
the Soup and 

Cereal Church and should try to provide 
these supplies to the Food Pantry.  

 

Please feel free to drop off the items  
during office hours on Monday, Tuesday or 

Thursday from 9 am to 1 pm. 

ission 

onth 

 

 

 
Our Mission of the Month for September 

is  
~~~~~ 

ACES Diaper Program 
~~~~~ 

Donations can be mailed to the church or  
visit www.faithelcamiddletown.org and 

click on the “donate here” button.  
Thank You! 

If you cannot  

assist on a  

particular Sunday, 

please contact the 

office as soon as 

possible.  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

September 1 - Michael Brooks, Sr 
September 2 - Elizabeth Behm 
September 2 - Elizabeth Paulson 
September 4 - Jan Kurneta 
September 7 - Michael Anderson 
September 9 - Raymond Anderson 
September 16 - George Winter 
September 17 - Nancy Ahlquist 
September 18 - Michael Bacon 
September 25 - Daniel Botti  
September 25 - Emma Stielau 
September 27 - Allison McDermott 
September 29 - Catherine Vynalek 
September 30 - Elizabeth Wall 
 
 
 
 

http://www.faithelcamiddletown.org
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Living the Faith Lutheran Way 

 

Dear Faith Lutheran Church Family, 

Thank you for all of the thoughts and prayers that 
were sent for me and for the beautiful rose I  
received when I was in the hospital. 

It really gave me comfort to know so many people 
cared and were praying for me. 

Thank all of you too, who sent me cards.  
I cherished every one! 

Thank you and God bless you all! 

Love, 

Donna Barney 

 

ALL MEMBER SURVEY! 
 

Dear members and friends of FLC: 
 
As you know, we have been worshipping via Zoom 
since March, due to the continued need to maintain 
physical distance during the coronavirus outbreak.  
 
You can help FLC's Covid Task Force plan the next 
phase of our remote worship experience by answer-
ing a few questions about the current worship expe-
rience, and a possible drive-in option. 
 
This survey will take only three minutes of your 
time, and assist us greatly. 
 
Thanks in advance for your participation! 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Steve McDermott 
Council President  

 

 

ZOOM DIAL IN PHONE NUMBERS 

We’ve been asked to provide the phone num-
ber for those of you who wish to call into 
Zoom Worship on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
eastern.   

No PC Needed, Just a telephone.  Use one of 
the phone numbers below (New York if you 
are in CT) and when prompted, enter the 
Meeting ID and Password.   

Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 
Meeting ID: 350 421 7856 
Passcode: 011182  

Any questions, please contact the church  
office! 

https://faithelcamiddletown.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e82b4742786ee5ec4b3ac84a&id=e5873a89a4&e=875fda8dd2


 

 

Friends, 

 

Fueled by a heat wave and ignited by lightning strikes, some of the worst wildfires in California’s history 

have erupted across the state. At least four people have died, tens of thousands of people are under 

evacuation orders, over 1 million acres have burned, and more than 1,000 structures have been  

destroyed and thousands more are threatened. Some evacuees face the difficult decision of whether to 

stay in a shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with Lutheran Social Services of Southern California and  

Lutheran Social Services of Northern California, along with the three California synods (Sierra Pacific, 

Southwest California and Pacifica), to assess the situation and determine the best ways to respond. We 

expect immediate needs to include food and other life necessities, as well as emotional and spiritual 

care for those who have been traumatized. Long-term recovery assistance may include rebuilding and 

repairing homes. 

 

You can support wildfire survivors. Gifts to “U.S. Wildfires” will be used in full (100%) to assist 

those affected by wildfires until the response is complete. 

 

Please join me in praying for those whose lives are being impacted by disasters at this time: wildfires, 

COVID-19, severe storms, hurricanes and more. Even as we face multiple crises, by working together, 

we can reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors in their time of need. 

 

 

 

With gratitude for your partnership, 

 
The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Funding 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

PLEASE GIVE NOW 

“For I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor  

powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord”  

 

(Romans 8:38-39). 
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https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fuswildfires&srcid=234068&srctid=1&erid=46a378b8-a247-4725-8831-e9176c57e77c&trid=46a378b8-a247-4725-8831-e9176c57e77c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fuswildfires&srcid=234068&srctid=1&erid=46a378b8-a247-4725-8831-e9176c57e77c&trid=46a378b8-a247-4725-8831-e9176c57e77c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fuswildfires&srcid=234068&srctid=1&erid=46a378b8-a247-4725-8831-e9176c57e77c&trid=46a378b8-a247-4725-8831-e9176c57e77c


 

 

 

 Our  

C hur c h ’s   

 S tr ate g ic  D ir e ct ion :  

 

Ad dr es s ing  Hunger  in  M idd l e t ow n ;  
 

S har ing  K now le dge ;  
 

S er vin g  &  e mpow er ing   

Yo ut h  &  S e n ior s ;  
 

How ? C oor d ina t ing  as s e ts  i n  our  

c ommun i t y t o  me et  ne e ds ;   
 

a nd  C ommu nic a t ing  a bout  r es our c es  
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Faith Lutheran Church 
300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 
 
Email:   
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 
In case of an emergency or to  
contact  our pastor, 
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs,  

please text or call at 717.321.6799. 
Email: pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com 
Mijin Choi, Minister of Music 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Follow us on... 

 

Please remember  

Faith Lutheran Church  

in your estate and funeral  

donation plan-

Prayers are requested for 
Emanuel Lutheran Church in 
Fitchburg, MA, as their 150 
year old organ shorted and 
caught fire yesterday, with 
the sprinkler system flooding 
the sanctuary and smoke filling 
the building. Fortunately, no 
one was hurt, and mitigation 
and restoration work are al-
ready in process, although the 
organ is a total loss.  Prayers 
and wishes may be sent to Rev. 
Daniel Spigelmyer at  
revdanielspig@gmail.com,  
or to the church at 1200 John    

  Fitch Highway, Fitchburg, MA, 
  01420.  

NEW ENGLAND  
SYNOD 

mailto:revdanielspig@gmail.com
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 God’s Work. Our Socially-Distanced Hands. 

  
We are a church committed to serving our neighbors! Like so much else during the pandemic, how 
we do that is shifting and changing. While we might be missing some of the things we are used to 
doing to care for those in need and work for justice and peace, we are finding new ways to live that 
part of our baptismal call. 
  
We’re inviting you to participate in God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday on September 13 (or another 
date that works for your congregation). It might look very different this year because of the re-
strictions on gathering. Take a look at what the people of Our Saviour Lutheran in Thomaston, CT, 
have been up to here.  

Or here are some more ideas to get you thinking: 
  
-Get together on Zoom to create a video thanking and supporting essential workers, teachers, or 
others in your community. Include cards and messages from those who can’t access the internet. 
 
-Create a fun video to raise money online (with a mail-in option) to buy something for the community 
(school supplies, meals for essential workers, supplies for the local shelter or food pantry, etc.). 
 
-Educate each other about community organizing efforts in your area and commit together to take a 
next step in connecting with that work. 
 
-Explore opportunities to participate in advocacy activities through the ELCA Advocacy Office and 
invite your members to participate by writing letters and, for those who are able, inviting others 
through social media. 

Or check out more ideas from the ELCA’s Service in the time of COVID-19 toolkit.  

We hope to hear about your community and congregation being inspired through your service!  

If you have any ideas for how 

Faith Lutheran can  

participate in this year’s  

“God’s Work.  

Our Socially-Distanced Hands.” 

activity, please contact the 

church office!  

http://elca.org/dayofservice
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=yBauhHdrHeKcRvmqeoNMNek8GBYNo0UonjMQ-2FxqIfNzITTu8Ya6LuhpYkKd0cTlRF0NQ701Lli-2FgYEh-2Fjve97ZOUDwEn2bJpAX0vQN-2FgSGC7UYBE-2BgaL33jk6Z1QajREo-aW_Nzm1CSG6IY38SDSP8GcwbnpNp8RbMN-2B-2BXmoyG2X3MBC4TxVgJoDzimpkSlPhcpWj4ZtHu08seLxu
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=9AxVjqPtusbZ2WGcbL17GBzWk4oUTACm47WFsWKUTca4V-2FQ6IoCfwvJFsDRxgIbIQm7z_Nzm1CSG6IY38SDSP8GcwbnpNp8RbMN-2B-2BXmoyG2X3MBC4TxVgJoDzimpkSlPhcpWj4ZtHu08seLxuPGvQ689s1c1nEtLsj6deQInJwQtf2-2F0PrP6ajHoOsl8DRdLRlPYpUZLW-2Fo5DJ3Xe33ei
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=yBauhHdrHeKcRvmqeoNMNZmeaTqcvk5PpbFS3Dl5N7-2B2b-2BU3NcXVlnekvAY4RxWy-2FZy6zX6ixVLlvBWvCCzvzJB5xAlHOkDI-2BwAneOBfWHYzUyaXMscLfJaxENIbK1Hq86y3nVofv7fVfgRPm9BW9yRXVRPX-2FPFujlCOu3pKZBHJ7J4X25hQ1fXitfJQ01VY50v70uDh07XL627tvhUPB


 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

10 pm NA* 

5 

6 
9 am Worship* 

7 
Labor Day 

No Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

8 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

9 

 
6 pm WTW 

To Go Meals 

10 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

11 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

10 pm NA* 

12 

 
5:30 pm NA* 

13 
9 am Worship* 

14 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

15 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

7 pm Church  

Council* 

16 

 
6 pm WTW 

To Go Meals 

17 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

18 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

10 pm NA* 

19 

 
5:30 pm NA* 

20 
9 am Worship* 

21 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

22 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

23 

 
6 pm WTW 

To Go Meals 

24 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

25 

 
7:30 pm AA* 

10 pm NA* 

26 

 
5:30 pm NA* 

27 
9 am Worship* 

28 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

29 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

30 

 
6 pm WTW 

To Go Meals 

 * Virtual through 
Zoom 
 

 

September 2020 
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