
 

 

We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 
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Waiting 

By Pastor Rohrs 
 

Lord God, we are waiting for you.  
 

Christmas is over and Epiphany is here, but we are still 
waiting for you to deliver us from isolation in our homes.  
 

We are waiting for our children to go back to school the 
regular way, for the pandemic to go away, for a vaccine 
to come into our arm.  
  

Some of us are waiting for the fog of heavy grieving to 
lift. Some of us have COVID-19 and are waiting with  
anxiety to see what happens next. Some are waiting for 
the fear to end. Some are waiting for the loneliness to 
end. Some would like to go back to work and have  
everything the way it used to be.  
 

We are waiting, Lord God, for you to save us from all of 
these things. In the meantime, we put all of our hope and 
trust in you. We will wait on you and you will renew our 
strength and resilience, you will salve our emotional 
wounds, you will give us peace.  
 

We thank you, Lord God, for working among us through 
paramedics, nurses, doctors, therapists, scientists,  
technicians, teachers, parents and all who help when 
they are called  
upon.  
 

We thank you that we 
can feel your presence 
when we call out to you 
or read your holy Word 
or gather on Sundays  
together.  
 

Be near us, Lord Jesus, 
we ask you to stay close 
by us forever and love us 
we pray.  
 

Amen.   
 
 



 

 

COVID-19 Task Force Update 
 

     Our Task Force met on Dec. 28 on Zoom to discuss the results of our drive-in worship with 
Holy Communion on Christmas Eve, and our plans for in-person worship going forward. 

     We were very pleased with the drive-in worship experiment: 32 people attended, including 
two visitors, despite the impending nor’easter, and all seemed enthusiastic. While the 
strengthening winds sometimes made it harder to hear Pastor over the FM transmitter, we 
are hopeful that on a less stormy day and with adequate adjustments we can overcome this is-
sue. 

     Attendees also seemed to appreciate the chance to safely gather in person.  

     So, starting on February 7 and monthly until further notice, we will have drive-in Holy 
Communion at 11 am on the first Sunday of every month, with a snow date of the second 
Sunday as needed. We ask attendees to remain in their cars throughout the service and keep 
their masks on if they open the car windows. 

     The Task Force felt strongly that this is our safest option for in-person worship at this 
time. 

     We will meet again on Jan. 18, at which point we will have more information about COVID 
trends following the Christmas/New Year’s holiday gatherings. We continue to hope and pray 
that there will not be an upsurge in cases, but local and national experts are predicting that 
January could be a very challenging time. This is the time to redouble our basic precautions 
while we wait for the vaccine to reach our citizens: wearing masks, keeping distance, washing 
hands frequently, and lifting each other up in prayer. 

     We give thanks to God for the frontline workers, scientists, and other leaders who are  
working so hard to protect us and heal those who are sick. We grieve with those who have lost 
loved ones, and seek to be spiritually and emotionally present with those who are anxious, 
frightened, and angry. We ask for patience and justice as the vaccine becomes available. 

     Please let any of the Task Force members know if you have special needs at this time – 
food, health, loneliness, or other concerns. We are here for you! 

     Please continue to pray for us, and for our congregation, as we live out our calling to preach 
the Gospel and help those in need: 

     Can you reach out to members with a phone call or card?  

     Can you donate pasta and sauce for Welcome Table Wednesday takeout?  

     Can you volunteer as a Zoom worship assistant? 

If so, let us know—your help is needed! 
 
Wishing you a safe, healthy, and peaceful new year! 

 Your COVID-19 Task Force: 

Steve McDermott 

John Twining 

Lee Kozlowski 

Donna Barney 

Jen Eifrig 

Pastor Rohrs 
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Where Have I Seen God Lately? 
By Donna Barney 

 
Amidst the bleak news reports on Covid-19’s rising statistics, on violence in 
the world, and the sadness that our families couldn’t all gather together for 

the holidays like usual, we had something miraculous and  
exciting happen this month:  

 

Our puppy was born!   
 

An Australian Shepherd who we have only met through pictures and through 
the wonders of social media was due to have a litter on 12/23/2020 and we 

were promised a puppy from the litter.  In fact, we would get to choose first 
once the puppies were born — the “pick of the litter.”   

 

The Mom, Sadie, had her litter on 12/21/2020; and about 2 hours after they 
were born, we were sent pictures of the puppies!   

We chose our sweet little Gwendolyn.   
 

What a miracle! 
 

It is so impossible to explain how much we can already feel love for this little 
furry puppy when we haven’t even met her, yet.  The breeder is wonderful and 

sends us pictures almost every day.   
 

God has blessed us with this helpless little being who has brought us joy and 
hope!  Here is Gwendolyn at about 2 hours old and at one week old.  We can-

not wait until we can actually hug her!   
 

Thank you God!  
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JESUS 

IS 

OUR 

HOPE 
 
Sunday School lessons in January will focus on the early life of Jesus:  

 
1. Simeon and Anna Praise God for Baby Jesus 

(Jesus’ Presentation at the Temple in Jerusalem - Luke 2:21-38) 
 

2. Wise Men Worship Jesus (Matthew 2:1-12) 
 

3. God Protects Jesus, Mary, and Joseph (The Flight to Egypt - Matthew 2:13-23) 
 

4. Jesus Grows Up (Luke 2:19-52) 
 

5. Jesus Goes to Worship His Heavenly Father 
(the account of 12-year-old Jesus in the temple - Luke 2:41-52).  
 
 Even as a boy Jesus knew He had come to save the world from sin and death. 

 
I look forward to when we will be able to meet together in our Sunday School class-

rooms and worship in God’s house where we can grow together through God’s Word and 
Sacrament. I attended the same Lutheran church growing up (St. Paul). Church has al-
ways been a safe place. I want children to experience the same spiritual nurturing that I 
received – what church and Sunday school provided me. 
 

With the uncertainties of the New Year, it is important to remember that Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, is always with us; and will lead us through the uncertainties of life in this 
world to life everlasting! May God’s peace and blessing be present with you each day. 
 
In His Service, 
 

Janet Hayn 
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Suffrages 
  

Join us on Thursdays at 7:30 pm! 
 

Have you ever sat down to pray and you don’t 
know what to say?  
 

A structured format may help you! 
  

Suffrages are part of the Daily Office and can 
be found in the ELW beginning on page 328.  
 

Suffrages also go by the name “Responsive 
Prayer.”  
 

This formal prayer setting asks for God’s sup-
port, assistance, or protection and to keep us 
strong in faith.  
 

Structure can help us focus so we see our 
world through prayer and help pray it into bet-
ter health.  
 

Bring your ELW if you have one and join Pastor 
Rohrs on Thursdays on Zoom at 7:30 pm.  
 
 

Living The Faith Lutheran Way 

Drive-Thru Holy Communion 

Sunday, January 3  

starting at 10:30 a.m. 

In the FLC Parking Lot. 

Please join us if you can! 

 

Drive-In Holy Communion 

Commune together with your 

church family the first Sunday 

of each month beginning on 

February 3  

at precisely 11:00 a.m. 

In the FLC Parking Lot. 

Please join us if you can! 
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January Worship Assistants 
 

Assisting Minister 
January 3   Jay Huntington 
January 10   Lee Kozlowski    
January 17    Sue Giuffrida 
January 24    Jay Huntington 
January 31   Donna Barney 
     

Liturgical Assistant 
All Sundays In January—Elizabeth Rohrs 

     

Zoom Host 
January 3    Bill Stielau 
January 10   Steve McDermott 
January 17    Bill Stielau 
January 24   Steve McDermott 

If you cannot  

assist on a  

particular Sunday, 

please contact the 

office as soon as 

possible.  

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

January 5—Karen Anderson 
January 6—David Bengtson 
January 6—Frederick Rau 
January 9—Donna Winter 
January 10—Eileen Bengtson 
January 10—Elizabeth Bengtson 
January 11—Emily Waterman 
January 13—Jeffrey Winter 
January 14—Sally Hibner 
January 16—Breanna Stielau 
January 19—Ray Girard 
January 21—Melanie Barney 
January 23—Susan Giuffrida 
January 23—Natalie Rubinow 
January 30—Larry Stauffer 

Living The Faith Lutheran Way —January 2021 

Daily Devotionals 

Christ in Our Home is a quarterly devotional resource 
that encourages readers to live out their faith daily. 
Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily 
scripture reference and prayer for the day that  
follows the Revised Common Lectionary.  

The Word in Season is a daily devotional, published 
quarterly, enriches life with a contemporary message for today's Christian. The Word in Season reflects 
on the themes of Sunday's texts with relevant meditations throughout the week. This devotional follows 
the Revised Common Lectionary.  

Because shipments of Christ In Our Home and The Word in Season have been delayed, 1517 Media has 
provided Faith Lutheran with the following links to receive the daily devotionals via email.  

The devotional emails will be sent every day at 4:00 AM Central on Jan.1 through March 1!  

Use the links below to sign up for the emails!  

Christ in Our Home: https://go.augsburgfortress.org/temporary-christ-in-our-home-email 

 The Word in Season: https://go.augsburgfortress.org/temporary-word-in-season-emails 
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To All Who Played a Part in the  
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service: 

  
We write to thank you for the uplifting 

remote service Christmas Eve.  
 

You most certainly helped to brighten  
our Christmastime.  

The Virtual Choir was especially  
delightful. 

  

We wish all a healthy, peaceful  
and joy-filled 2021. 

  

Yours, Diana & Jay Huntington 
 
 
 

Living The Faith Lutheran Way —January 2021 

    Thank you, dear  

congregation, for the 

extra monetary gift 

at Christmas.  

You are so kind.  

+ Pastor Rohrs  

 
 
 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to the Faith Lutheran Family 
for the Christmas Gift I received in the mail.   

I am overwhelmed by your generosity!   
 

I look forward to working with you all in 2021. 
Happy New Year!  Air Hugs All Around! 

 

Robin Aldieri 

IT’S OPEN!  The Clothing Donation Shed 
 

The Clothing Donation Shed at Faith Lutheran, 
which was temporarily closed due to global  
effects of the pandemic, has reopened to the 
public! 
 

St. Pauly Textile Inc., the company that has  
provided the shed, partners with businesses 
and various organizations to distribute donated 
items both here in the U.S. and worldwide, 
where they’re ultimately re-worn by people who 
need them.  
 

Faith Lutheran receives funding for collecting 
the clothing donated in our parking lot—so 
clean out those closets!  Acceptable items for 
the St. Pauly Collection Shed are: 
clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
curtains, pillowcases, and stuffed animals.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

 
Sunday, January 31, 2021 

10:00 AM Via Zoom 
 

Mark Your Calendars!  



 

 

 

 Our  C hur c h ’s   

 S tr ate g ic  D ir e ct ion :  

 

Ad dr es s ing  Hunger  in  M idd l e t ow n ;  
 

S har ing  K now le dge ;  
 

S er vin g  &  e mpow er ing   

Yo ut h  &  S e n ior s ;  
 

How ? C oor d ina t ing  as s e ts  i n  our  

c ommun i t y t o  me et  ne e ds ;   
 

a nd  C ommu nic a t ing  a bout  r es our c es  

a nd  e ve nts .  
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Faith Lutheran Church 
300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 

 
Email:   

churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 

The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs  
717.321.6799  (call / text) 

pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com  
 

Mijin Choi, Minister of Music 
mijin9872@gmail.com 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Follow us on... 

 

Please remember Faith  

Lutheran in your funeral  

and estate planning. 

Giving To Faith Lutheran  

Thank you for all of your time, talents and  

monetary support to make all these ministries a re-

ality: 

 

Faith has been providing food and fellowship 

through Welcome Table Wednesday, phoning the  

homebound, praying for members through our 

prayer teams, raising funds through the White  

Elephant Room, providing Drive-Thru Holy  

Communion once a month, worshipping weekly on 

Zoom, offering intergenerational Sunday School, 

creating and distributing yard signs, and walking 

together on Sundays.  

 

We are dedicated to serve and guided by faith. 

 

As you are able, we appreciate you keeping your 

giving up-to-date!  Feel free to donate in the  

following ways: 

     * Drop a check in the mail 

     * Drop a check in the black church mailbox 

     * Give online through your bank 

     * Visit www.faithelcamiddletown.org.  
  

http://www.faithelcamiddletown.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

2 

 

 

5:30 pm NA* 

3 

9 am Worship* 
Epiphany 
10:30 am  
Drive-thru  
Communion 

4 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

5 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 

6 

 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

7 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 

8 

 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

9 

 

 

5:30 pm NA* 

10 
9 am Worship* 

11 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
7 pm Church  
Council* 
7:30 pm AA* 

12 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 

13 

 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

14 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 

15 

 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

16 

 

 

5:30 pm NA* 

17 
9 am Worship* 

18 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
7 pm COVID Task 
Force* 
7:30 pm AA* 

19 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 

20 

 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

21 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 

22 

 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

23 

 

 

5:30 pm NA* 

24 
9 am Worship* 

25 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
7 pm Worship & 
Music Committee* 
7:30 pm AA* 

26 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 

27 

 

6 pm WTW 
To Go Meals 

28 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 

29 

 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

30 

 

 

5:30 pm NA* 

31 
9 am Worship* 
10 am Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting* 

   
 

  

January 2021 

*Virtual via Zoom. 


