
 

 

We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 
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“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good  

tidings of great joy”  
(Luke 2:10)  

                                  
 

     Ever wonder why “fear not” or “do not be 
afraid” or “have courage” are found so many 
times in the Bible? By some estimates,  
“fear” is mentioned five hundred times (this depends on the 
translation), and perhaps one hundred twenty-five times by 
Jesus in the Gospels. For example: “Don’t let your hearts be 
discouraged   (John 14), “Don’t be afraid; just believe” (Mark 5), 
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul” (Matthew 10). 
     Do you need to tell people who are not afraid to not be 
afraid? Probably not. For this reason and others, I believe 
that most of the Bible was written to people who were  
in great fear. I think about the people wandering in the  
wilderness, the people who were involved in war after war in 
the Promised Land, the people banished to Babylon, the ones 
persecuted by Herod, the ones persecuted for following Jesus, 
the ones who have suffered through pandemics. 
     We ourselves have been afraid from time to time during 
this pandemic. Out of concern for others, we have  
refrained from worshipping in person with one another since 
the last time we met, Sunday, March 8, 2020. But we have 
faithfully met on Zoom each Sunday, and for the last three 
months or so we’ve also met on Thursday nights for Suffrages. 
     Which brings me to the good tidings of great joy! We have 
listened carefully to the Center for Disease Control’s  

recommendations, to scientific studies, 
and to our governor’s guidelines and 
your Council and I are pleased to  
announce that we will resume in-person 
worship on Sundays at 9 am beginning 
June 6, 2021! Masks are mandatory at 
worship at this time to protect the very 
young who cannot be vaccinated yet 
and their families, as well as those who 
are immuno-compromised. Bring your 
gentle singing voice!   
 
 

 Praise God from whom all  
blessings flow!  

+Pastor Rohrs   



 

 

                         ACES 

“ACES” is now “ACES Early Head Start & Head 
Start Services!” During a pandemic, they have 
amazingly expanded to serve preschoolers in 
Middlesex County.  

Their main office is in the church “Ed building,” 
but they have school sites at Snow Elementary 
School, Valley View Elementary School, and one 
site in the American Legion building in Clinton 
on the shoreline.  

The Early Head Start Home Visiting Program is 
federally funded as is Early Head Start and Head 
Start – so the families they serve, never have to 
pay a fee for their educational, feeding, and 
emotional support services. ACES has sustained 
collaborations with 36 partners including faith 
communities, local school districts, community 
groups, and Middlesex Hospital.  

ACES has three main goals:  

• enhanced growth and development of  
children,  

• enhanced parent-child relationships,  

• and strengthening of families and smooth 
transitions.  

Let's continue to show God's love by continuing 
to generously support ACES diaper bank as they 
assist low-income families with children from 
birth to five years old, 
and to be a friendly 
face when we bump 
into our wonderful 
building partners!  
   
Praise God for ACES! 
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LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT 

      
“Little things” really do mean a lot. Luther sug-
gested that we are “little Christs.” 

Our actions and thoughts are the “little things” in 
other people’s lives that can help them continue to 
connect with the presence and joy of Jesus in 
their lives. 

Some suggestions for our friends and family: 

 Call to say “hello” and that you were thinking 
of her or him. 

 Send a note or letter. Include a photo and/or 
inspirational article. 

 Visit - leave something at their home  
(i.e., flowers or fruit) 

 Share a book, magazine, or other  
literature 

 Share a meal. 

 Pray – A prayer is one of the best gifts you 
can give someone who needs comfort or heal-
ing. It is a “big thing.” 

“We love and care because  
God loves and cares for us.”   

(1 John 4:19.)  
 

May this day be filled with the “little things” in 
life and may Jesus continue to give His blessings 
and gifts to you and through you to the people 
around you. 

Submitted By Janet Hayn 

Welcome Table Wednesday  

WTW currently serves 65+ meals weekly. And, as COVID-safe guidance changes, 

we anticipate that number to keep on growing! WTW operates fully on donations 

and we need to stock our shelves. If you are able to donate, the following items 

are always needed:  red sauce in jars; regular spaghetti; and individually por-

tioned desserts (homemade or prepackaged). You can drop off these items to the 

church during office hours or on Wednesday Night during WTW. 

Thank you for always supporting this much needed ministry.  Blessings!  
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KINDNESS AND RESPECT 
 

     When I think of ‘kindness’, I think considerate, thoughtful, sympathetic, etc. I feel warm inside when I am with a kind 

person. I experience kindness from my family members, friends, and members of our congregation.  

     When Jesus lived the perfect life for us here on earth, He gave us many examples of kindness toward others. As God’s 

children we show His kindness by being kind to others. Sometimes it’s hard to be kind to those with whom we live with eve-

ry day. At times kindness is replaced by harsh words and actions. Many adults are stressed and overwhelmed or have un-

realistic expectations for their children’s behavior. All too often disrespectful language is directed to children. We, as adults, 

need to model respect. Children learn from what adults say and how they say it. Adult consideration for others is the only 

way for children to learn considerate behavior. 

     Sometimes the least amount of kindness is shown within a family. Siblings often are less than kind to one another. 

Kindness is often lacking within families partly caused by the fact that family members are together more than with other 

people. There are times when family members lose their patience with one another and respond in anger. God can help. 

All of us need to ask God for forgiveness. Because God is kind and loving He forgives us. With this assurance of for-

giveness we can rely on the power of the Spirit to change us. Through faith we have the fruit of the Spirit. 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.”  

(Galatians 5:22-23) 

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger…Be kind and compassionate to one another.”  

(Ephesians 4:31-32a) 

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love.” 

(Ephesians 5:1-2a) 

     We can be an example of kindness for everyone. All of us can think before we speak and make an effort to use words 

that convey kindness and respect; and we can apologize when we’ve said something that has hurt someone. Children will 

be kind when they live with kindness. It is important to talk about kindness and forgiveness with family members. Talk 

about ways that you can be kind, considerate and thoughtful in your relationships with one another. Modeling concern for 

others is still the best method of teaching children to share and care for others.  

We love and care for them because of Jesus. 

In His Service, 

Janet Hayn 

 
                                           Finance Update 
Thanks to everyone who had been keeping up with their Pledges & continuing to support Faith 
Lutheran Church.  Through April, our Income is only $590 behind our budget!  Thank you!  
However, we have a deficit budget & we budgeted a loss of $18.9K through the end of April.  
Our Actual Loss has been a little higher, $21.8K, because some expenses, particularly  
insurance and repairs, have been higher than budget.   

On a positive news front, Faith Lutheran has received a Second Draw PPP loan of $25,683, 
which has helped to support us through the pandemic & our operating loss.  We have also  
applied for forgiveness for our First Draw PPP Loan (which we received in 2020) so we won’t 
have to repay that.  Many thanks to Lee Kozlowski for helping with our PPP Loans.  

Also, the Church continues to expand the ways that people can choose to 
donate.  Members can mail in checks, drop off cash or checks at our  
Worship services, setup electronic payments from their bank accounts, 
pay directly on the church website, scan a QR code on our online worship 
service with their phone or choose to pay Faith Lutheran Church through  
PayPal.  Bill Tacke, our Financial Secretary, has been working on our Pay-
Pal account setup & we will be publicizing more about that in the future. 
                                                       Tom Kugeman, Treasurer 
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Our Task Force met on May 14 on Zoom for our monthly assessment of our ongoing pandemic response, 
particularly in light of rules changes that went into effect on May 19. 

As of that date, the governor has relaxed all sector rules, with the exception of indoor masking for  
nonvaccinated persons in all situations, and for everyone in schools, public transportation, and medical 
settings such as doctors’ offices and hospitals. Businesses are free to set their own policies regarding 
masking and distancing.  

For many of us, this change seemed very sudden, and possibly a little rash, because it was such a differ-
ent approach to the caution we have been using throughout the pandemic regarding masks, distancing, etc. 
The sector rule relaxation is meant to encourage vaccination for all people 12+. Here’s the good news: 
there are now some good data available to indicate that the vaccines in use in the United States not only 
have a high degree of protection from serious illness and death, but also have shown substantial effect in 
lowering transmission rates AND infection rates. They are also very safe, with over 180,000,000 people 
in this country alone having received them with very few serious side effects (literally one in a million). 
The bottom line is, everyone who can receive a vaccine(s), should.  

At our meeting, the task force decided to follow the governor’s lead, and we recommended returning to in
-person worship starting in June 2021. The congregation council discussed this recommendation at their 
meeting on May 17, and approved it with the following considerations: 

• FLC will offer a “hybrid” service (online and in person). There are people in our congregation who  
cannot worship in person, due to distance or other issues, and we want them to still be a part of the 
service. Zoom is a great option if you’re sick – stay home until you get better. 

• We will keep some pandemic precautions in place. These include: 

 We ask you to please get your vaccine as soon as you are eligible and able. It’s safe, free, and 
amazingly effective, and vaccination is the only way that we can beat the virus. If you need help, 
we can connect you with those who can get you vaccinated. If you have questions, we can get you 
answers 

 We will keep distance between household groups. There are many “mixed status” households 
and we want everyone to feel safe 

 We will take Holy Communion in our pews with pre-filled cups and wafer packets 

 We ask that you continue to make your offering as much as possible by mail or online. There 
will be a locked receptacle in the narthex for on-site giving—we will not pass the plate 

 We will continue to wear masks indoors to help protect those who are not yet vaccinated from 
infection. Doing so also means that we can sing together – yay! 

 We ask that members refrain from kissing, hugging, shaking hands, or other close contact. 
Not everyone is vaccinated, and not everyone is comfortable with this kind of interaction. If 
you want to hug, etc., please do so outside and only with permission 

 Our building partners will be able to return to in-person activities, under the condition that 
FLC assumes no risk 

We wish to thank everyone who has worked so hard throughout this very challenging time, and who are 
continuing to lead us into the next phase of our life together. Thanks especially to Steve McDermott and 
Bill Stielau, who are figuring out how to make hybrid worship a reality. And we thank God for the gift of 
science and health care workers who have given us the tools to protect ourselves and each other. 

Wishing you continued good health and a blessed summer! 
Steve McDermott, John Twining, Lee Kozlowski, Donna Barney, Jen Eifrig, and Pastor Rohrs 

COVID Task Force Update 
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Where Have I Seen God Lately? 

This is going to be a bit lengthy and slightly out-of-date to begin because I didn’t get my submission in 
last month’s newsletter mostly due to preparing for my surgery at the end of April and then staying in 
the hospital slightly longer than expected; however, I’m doing well and really saw God’s work in all of 
the health care workers.  The doctors, nurses, technicians, anesthesiologists, cleaning personnel, and 
everyone else who helped me during my brief stay – they are miracle workers and work so hard and 
tirelessly to try to make people feel better.  All those red hearts we put out at the beginning of the 
pandemic and throughout should be there always.  Healthcare workers are awesome and definitely are 
heaven sent. 

All of the worship opportunities during Holy Week, culminating in our Easter service were also exam-
ples of where I saw God.  Each one was different and allowed us to focus on the Easter miracle.  Our 
daughter, Jennifer, was able to come home for a few days for Easter.  We hadn’t seen her in almost 
two years thanks to the pandemic; but the vaccines and safety protocols for travel being relaxed for 
her being fully vaccinated allowed her to come home from Utah for those days.  It was very special 
having her with me on the Zoom worship service for the Saturday Vigil, where she read two of the 
readings; and then Easter morning, she attended the Zoom worship and drive-in communion with me.   

We then gathered with my brother’s family and my mother for some fun.  My sister’s family had a po-
tential COVID exposure so they couldn’t join for that event.  God was also present there watching my 
autistic nephew, Nicholas, sitting down with his cousin, Jennifer, for over an hour in deep conversation.  
He loves Star Wars and all of the new characters (as well as the old), and Jennifer was able to talk to 
him in detail since she had just watched all of the movies with her friends!  My brother and sister-in-
law were amazed by her ability to keep him interested for such a long time.  It was a wonderful time.  
Gwendolyn, our puppy, was with us and had a great time playing with Kelly, Nicholas’ twin, and their old-
er brother, Kevin, as well as our youngest daughter, Melanie.  Sadly, Bob Jr. couldn’t come home due to 
no vaccination, yet.  But, it was great watching my mother having so much fun with her grandchildren! 

We also had a lot of other events in April – Kelly and Nicholas turned 18 (how could that be)?  And, my 
sister’s two boys also had birthdays in April – Tyler turned 26 and Zachary turned 17!  Where did all 
that time go?  We celebrated those events and had our Easter Egg hunt at my sister’s house at the 
beginning of May after their quarantine was over and I was out of the hospital.  Again, watching my 
mother with the grandchildren was wonderful.  We laughed a lot – all of the grown-up kids searching 
for plastic eggs filled with candy!  And our Gwendolyn got to play with my nephew, Tyler’s puppy, Doug 
the Pug!  Great family time! 

I was also blessed this month to be able to finally visit my friends, Sue & Ray, in person!  God is Great!  
The restrictions we’ve been under for the last 14+ months are lifting a bit, and we can start to do 
things.  What a wonderful visit I had!  I am so grateful for Sue & Ray! 

And, one more time I saw God – at a “Celebration of Life” for my friend’s daughter who had passed 
away.  This event should have happened quite awhile ago, but, of course, the pandemic prevented the 
gathering.  Although sad to have lost this vibrant wonderful woman to cancer, the support and love was 
apparent in all of the attendees.  Everyone wore purple, her favorite color, and wrote a memory on an 
index card.  Just seeing the comfort provided to her parents (who, by the way, lost both of their oth-
er children years ago, both to sudden heart attacks).  The strength they showed and their apprecia-
tion for all who attended was so beautiful.   

Hopefully, I haven’t bored you all with my rambling, but 
God is here and has blessed me a lot during these two 
months!  Have a great month everyone!   

Donna Barney 
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June Worship Assistants 
 

Assisting Minister 
June 6   Lee Kozlowski  
June 13   Donna Barney 
June 20   Open  
June 27   Open 
     

Zoom Host 
June 6   Bill Stielau  
June 13   Steve McDermott 
June 20   Bill Stielau   
June 27   Steve McDermott 

Living The Faith Lutheran Way — June 2021 

June Birthdays 
 

June 4 Jennifer Barney 
June 4 Bob Barney Jr 
June 5 David Hall 
June 6 Bill Stielau 
June 13 Kimberly Bacon 
June 13  Leah McDermott 
June 19 Donna Barney 
June 22 Charles Bacon 
June 23  Joshua Abbott 
June 24 Ivy Anderson 
June 27 Doreen Winkel 
June 28 Marian Schultz 

Local Christian Radio Stations 
 

K-LOVE 106.9 or 88.1 
Contemporary Christian Music  

“Positive and Encouraging” 

WIHS 104.9 
Contemporary Christian Music  

“Good News, Connecticut” 

WJMJ 88. 
Oldies & Education 

“Where Faith Meets Life” 

ZOOM / PC HELP IS HERE! 

Want to join worship on Zoom but usure how? Having 

difficulties with your PC Sound? Can’t see everyone on 

your screen during worship?  

Your Zoom Hosts Are Here To Help! 

Steve and Bill will be happy to help get you set up and 

ready for virtual worship on Zoom. Contact either of 

them during the week so they can have you ready for 

worship on Sunday morning. 

Steve McDermott (860) 716-0453 

Bill Stielau (860) 343-1673 

     Roy Kreiger welcomed a     
great granddaughter in April! 

Her name is Natalie Noel 
(Natalie is for Roy's Mother) 

Natalie weighed over 7lbs  
and is 21 1/2" long.   

    Congratulations Proud  
     Great Grandfather 

       Roy!  



 

 

 

 Our  C hur c h ’s   

 S tr ate g ic  D ir e ct ion :  

 

Ad dr es s ing  Hunger  in  M idd l e t ow n ;  
 

S har ing  K now le dge ;  
 

S er vin g  &  e mpow er ing   

Yo ut h  &  S e n ior s ;  
 

How ? C oor d ina t ing  as s e ts  i n  our  

c ommun i t y t o  me et  ne e ds ;   
 

a nd  C ommu nic a t ing  a bout  r es our c es  

a nd  e ve nts .  
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Faith Lutheran Church 
300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 

 
Email:   

churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 

The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs  
717.321.6799  (call / text) 

pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com  
 

Mijin Choi, Minister of Music 
mijin9872@gmail.com 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithelcamiddletown.org  

Follow us on... 

 

Please remember Faith  

Lutheran in your funeral  

and estate planning. 

Giving To Faith Lutheran  

Thank you for all of your time, talents and  

monetary support to make all these ministries a reality: 

Faith has been providing food and fellowship through 

Welcome Table Wednesday, phoning the  

homebound, praying for members through our prayer 

teams, raising funds through the White  

Elephant Room, providing Drive-Thru Holy  

Communion once a month, worshipping weekly on 

Zoom, offering intergenerational Sunday School,  

creating and distributing yard signs, and walking  

together on Sundays.  

We are dedicated to serve and guided by faith. 

As you are able, we appreciate you keeping your  

giving up-to-date!  Ways to donate:  

     * Drop a check in the mail 

     * Drop a check in the black church mailbox 

     * Give online through your bank 

     * Visit www.faithelcamiddletown.org.  

Blessings to Everyone! 

http://www.faithelcamiddletown.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

2 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 

 

 

6 pm WTW 

3 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 
 
  

7:30 pm  
Suffrages* 

4 

 

 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

5 

 
  

 

5:30 pm NA* 

6 
9 am Worship 
(Hybrid) 

7 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

8 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

9 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 

 

 

6 pm WTW 

10 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 

  
7:30 pm  
Suffrages* 

11 

 

 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

12 

 
  

 

5:30 pm NA* 

13 
9 am Worship 
(Hybrid) 

14 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
  

7 pm Church  
Council* 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

15 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

16 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 

 

 

6 pm WTW 

17 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 

  
7:30 pm  
Suffrages* 

18 

 

 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

19 

 
  

 

5:30 pm NA* 

20 
9 am Worship 
(Hybrid) 

21 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

 

 

7:30 pm AA* 

22 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

23 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 

 

 

6 pm WTW 

24 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs 
and Robin’s 
Office Hours 

  
7:30 pm  
Suffrages* 

25 

 

 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

26 

 
  

 

5:30 pm NA* 

27 
9 am Worship 
(Hybrid) 

28 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 
Office Hours 
  

7 pm W & M  
Committee* 
 
7:30 pm AA* 

29 
9 to 1:  Robin’s 

Office Hours 

30 
9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 

 

 

6 pm WTW 

   

June 2021 

* Virtual via Zoom 


