
 

 

We are Faith...  
 

God’s purpose for our 

new church is to unite 

unconditionally, 

sharing God’s love 

through our growing 

faith and mission with 

everyone in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 
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Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 
him, because he cares for you. 
1 Peter 5:6-7 NRSV 
  

When you feel the weight of anxiety on your 
heart and mind, when things are not going the 

way you wanted them to go, or they are going badly, Peter encour-
ages us to not get mad, or to get even, or to get discouraged, but 
to humble ourselves before God. We are to release and entrust all 
of our anxiety to God. 

Recently, after many things had gone wrong in a row for me, one thing 
went right and I said to myself, “Wow! Something went right! See, 

things can go right sometimes.” And thoughts of all 
those times that God made things turn out well came 
bubbling to the surface of my consciousness. 
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. When we feel sad, or discouraged, or exhausted, 
or at the end of our rope, that is the perfect time to 
remember to be humble and to trust the Lord our 
God. Why? Because God cares for you. God loves you. 

God is way out ahead of you to bring some measure of good out of your 
less-than-good circumstances. Be patient in suffering. Cast all your anxiety on 
him. Humble yourself under the care and planning and timing of God. Let God 
fix it so you can stay humble and patient and faithful. God will take care of you 
and watch over you because he cares for you and 
loves you. You don’t have to carry the burden of 
one little bit of anxiety. Release it to God so God’s 
Spirit can fill your heart with peace and hope and 
faith and love. 

          May God exalt you in due time, 
                       +Pastor Rohrs  
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                    Sunday School — Sharing Our Gifts and Talents 

On Sunday, November 21, 2021, several members of our congregation 
shared  their God-given talents with the Sunday School and other congrega-
tional members by showing things they have made and explaining what gifts 

were used to create them.  Pumpkin and Cherry pies were also shared in Fellowship.  Thank 
you to Janet Hayn for arranging this event and to all those who shared their creations:  Jen 
Eifrig, Tom Kugeman, Amelia Kugeman, Dana Kugeman, Donna Barney, Marge Smith, and  
Steve McDermott.  And thank you to Kelly Rubinow for capturing these 
beautiful photos! 

 

Delicious Cherry & pumpkin pies 

Tom shares his building talent with a 

sample chicken coop 

Janet sets up 

the goodies 

Yummy 

apple cider 

Thanksgiving napkins 

Jen shares her sewing talents 

Dana shows her lighted book insert 
                                     Continued on page 3 



 

 

   
More photos from Sunday School 

Talent Sharing Event 
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Marge shows her knitted sweater 

and scarf 

Donna shares her scrapbooking  creations 

Steve displays his woodworking 

talents 

Sharing goodies and watching the talents 

Holden Evening Prayer — Advent 2021 

 

Calumet Nation is invited to participate in Holden Evening Prayer on the 

Wednesdays of Advent at 7:30 PM. This is a beautiful, 25-Minute service that 

includes singing, prayers, a reading, and a pastoral reflection. Calumet is partner-

ing with Nativity Lutheran in North Conway NH and Freedom Christian Church in 

Freedom, NH. Learn more by clicking: www.calumet.org/advent2021 
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The late Laura Evelyn Lenz's famous Jewish Coffee Cake recipe 

 
1 c. oleo (2 sticks) 
1 1/2 c. sugar 
3 c. flour 
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 1/2 tsp. baking soda 
3 eggs 
pinch of salt 
2 tsp. vanilla 
1 1/2 c. sour cream (almost all of a container) 
 
Topping: 
3/4 c. brown sugar 
1 c. chopped nuts 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
 
Cream oleo and sugar; add eggs. Sift dry ingredients and add alternately with vanilla and 
sour cream. Put 1/2 of dough into greased 10-inch tube pan. Sprinkle 1/2 of topping over 
dough. Put rest of dough into pan and sprinkle rest of topping on top. Press topping in 
slightly with fork. 

Poinsettia Plants: A Christmas Giving Opportunity 

If you wish to add a Poinsettia to the altar for Christmas, please complete the form below & place it in the offering plate (or con-
tact the Church Office at 860.347.6068).  The information MUST be forwarded no later than Tues., Dec. 14th. 

We are currently offering 6 ½” plants for $8.00.  In addition, we’re offering eight 8” pots, each containing 3 plants, for $15.00 
per pot.  It is hoped that some of these plants may be left by the donor to be distributed to homebound members as a Christmas 
gift from the congregation. 

Please submit the form below to reserve your poinsettias. 

 

Christmas Poinsettia Order Form 

Plant given by __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In memory of __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please check one: 

______  will pick up and deliver above plant myself 

______  will leave plant for shut-in 

 

Please enclose the payment with this form. 

______ # of plants x $8.00 (cost/plant)  =  ________ total 

______# of plants x $15.00 (cost/plant) = ________ total 
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churchleaders.com 
 

The theme of this year’s stewardship appeal is Why Do You Serve?     
 
There are many ways to give back to God and many reasons for doing so.  Over three weeks in November, four of our 
sisters and brothers in Christ told us why they do what they do in videos and in emails.  In their own words they talked 
about their faith and service.  It was informative and uplifting.  
 
Kelly Rubinow runs Faith Lutheran’s White Elephant sale year-round.  She takes donated items, prices them, and sells 
them to benefit the church.  It is a lot of work, but Kelly told us: 
 
Janet Hayn teaches Sunday School and appreciates the opportunity to serve: 
 
Earl Woike started the Tithing Fund to collect money, invest it, and take only 10% of it each year for the church to use.  
That way the money would continue to collect and hopefully grow (which is has). 
 
Heather Karpe volunteers around the church in a number of ways.  She is always busy, sharing different skills and 
helping out:  
 
Our thanks to Kelly, Janet, Earl and Heather for taking time to tell us how they serve.   
So, what do you do? And what can you do?  Please take a few minutes to complete your 2022 Giving Form.  For your 
convenience you can complete it electronically on our confidential system by clicking (use ctrl + click) this link: FLC 
2022 Giving Form.  Or, print the form included in this newsletter on page 6 and return it to the church.   
 

"...they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,  
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh."       Matthew 2:11 

 

          Are You Eligible to Vote? 

 

With the annual meeting just around the corner in late January and a possible special 

congregational meeting between now and then, it is important for all members of 

Faith Lutheran to be eligible to vote. According to our church constitution: Voting members are confirmed 

members. Such confirmed members, during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have communed 

in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of record to this congregation. Members of this 

congregation who have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every 

regular and special meeting of the congregation. 

http://churchleaders.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhQLVUOGLTTEJvWcz2_uDxGaLS0ZOGLkOtTDFVAaqP0fEnLw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhQLVUOGLTTEJvWcz2_uDxGaLS0ZOGLkOtTDFVAaqP0fEnLw/viewform
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NEWS FROM FLC SUNDAY SCHOOL 

             November, 2021 

 

Our Bible Words: “O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! (Psalm 118:1). 

Our theme was “God Is So Good – God Gives Us Many Gifts.” God is the source of 
all our blessings. As Christians we are called to be thankful every single day of our 
lives. St. Paul wrote, “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Je-
sus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  

On November 21st, families and those at the worship service joined students and teach-
ers for pumpkin and cherry pie and cider after the worship service. We thank everyone 
that participated and helped in any way. 

In class we talked about the many gifts we are thankful for, especially Jesus. We encouraged the students to praise the 
Lord. Psalm 8:2 says, “From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.” (Jesus said this same verse 
quoted in Matthew 21:16.) We moved and played instruments while singing thank-you songs to God and made “a joy-
ful noise unto the Lord” (Psalm 100:1). 

It’s time to get ready! Jesus’ birthday is coming soon! We will meet again on Sunday, December 19, 
to hear and tell the Christmas story and celebrate the birth of our Savior with a party. Families and 
friends are invited! 

Christmas is a time of excitement and anticipation for children. Include your children and grandchil-
dren as you prepare for this special time. Sing songs as you bake, or wrap presents. Make sure the real 
meaning of Christmas is evident in your words and actions. 

Joy, Discovery, and Giving are not just holiday themes but the year-round basics of teaching and learning. I would like 
to end this newsletter with this Advent devotion from AN ALPHABET FOR ADVENT, written by Rev. Charles S. 
Mueller, LL.D., called  “J is for Joy”: 

 “Joy is a little word with a big meaning. One way to get at the meaning is to let each letter of the word stand for 
a word. Let J stand for Jesus; the o stand for others; y stand for you. Joy 
is the result of you doing things for others out of a love for Jesus. When 
all three elements are part of an action, it’s sure to be filled with joy.” 

 Think about the last time you gave joy to someone—and the last 
time you received joy, too. 

 

May your celebrations be filled with joy and peace! 

                 

                                                      In His Service, 

       

                                                      Janet Hayn 

Universal Charitable Deduction for 2021 
  
Late last year, Congress extended and expanded the universal charitable tax deduction that be-
came law as part of the CARES Act. This deduction now allows individual taxpayers to deduct up 
to $300 and couples filing jointly to deduct up to $600 in charitable contributions made in 2021. 
For many people, this restores the deduction for charitable contributions they benefitted from 
prior to the 2017 Tax Cut and Jobs Act (TCJA). 
  

To qualify, charitable donations must be: 1) in cash, not property (a “cash” donation includes money contributed by 
cash, check, credit card, electronic funds transfer, or payroll deduction), and 2) given to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, charita-
ble organization, such as a religious organization like your local church or the New England Synod. 



 

 

Page 8 

Did you know your congregations' 
giving to ELCA World Hunger through 
our Synod will be matched up to 
$100 per congregation during 2021? 
  
Six World Hunger projects in Rwanda 
& Malawi, including the one described 
below, are being funded by this spe-
cial emphasis. 
  
Checks from congregations should be 
made out to The New England Synod 
with "WH Rwanda & Malawi 2021" in 

the memo line and mailed to: New England Synod, PO Box 13, 
Worcester, MA 01614. You may also give online 
at www.nelutherans.org/donate and indicate "WH Rwanda & Mala-
wi 2021" in the "special instructions."    

 Malawi:  A Community Clinic & HIV/AIDS Treatment Center 
This project provides medical treatment, social-emotional care & the 
prevention andtreatment of HIV and AIDS.  This young woman be-
came an educator in the program and was empowered to protect 
herself against HIV/AIDS.  She gained new skills, socially & emotion-
ally, and started her own hair salon.   And she's also helped others! 

"Lights of Love," the holiday fundraiser by 
CT Hospice, is back for 2021. What a great 
way to honor or remember a loved one 
during the holidays. Sponsor a live tree 
($250), purchase a strand of lights ($25), 
or bid on a decorated tree during our si-
lent, virtual auction. Visit   
www.hospice.com/special/lights-of-love-
fundraiser/ , or call 203-315-7502. Silent 
Auction Commitment Deadline is Nov 20, 
2021. Live auctions are Dec 3-12, 2021. 

100 Double Beach Rd, Branford CT 06405 

ASSISTING MINISTERS      

NEEDED 

If you are willing to lend a hand 

as an Assisting Minister, please 

contact Donna Barney via 

phone at 860-966-8264 (please 

leave a message) or via email at 

donnabarney@comcast.net.  The 

following are scheduled : 

December 5  Jay Huntington 

December 12  Lee Kozlowski 

December 19  Donna Barney 

December 24 Janet Hayn 

December 26  Donna Barney 

 

 

Can you help in the   
New Year? 

 

Welcome Table Wednesday  

We are always looking for donations of 

regular spaghetti and sauce and would 

be grateful to receive some for our hun-

gry guests. Donations can be left in the 

kitchen or connector!   

Thank you for helping us, help others! 

As our neighbors in Haiti mourned the loss of loved ones, homes, and 

livelihoods following the August 14 earthquake, your love reached them 

in the form of emergency food, clean water, tarps, hygiene kits, and 

medical care to weather the crisis. 

Thanks to the generosity of Lutherans, our teams on the ground are 

able to respond quickly when disasters strike. Thru a gift to our World 

of Good Emergency Response Fund, your love can reach our neighbors 

in the immediate hours following a disaster and provide hope when it's 

needed most. 

Give online at lwr.org/help or mail a check to 

Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore 

MD 21297. Please write World of Good in the 

memo line. 

https://track.robly.com/01aa5dd1-acda-45c9-b57f-d63cea50ae2bb1906d58c5b9a86cdb9826f1f657a79c
http://www.hospice.com/special/lights-of-love-fundraiser/
http://www.hospice.com/special/lights-of-love-fundraiser/


 

 

 

 Our  Church ’s   

 St ra t eg ic  Direc t ion:  

 

Addres s ing  Hun ger  in  M idd le t ow n;  
 

Shar ing  Know ledge;  
 

Servi ng  & empow er ing   

Yout h  & Sen iors ;  
 

How ? Coord ina t ing  as s et s  in  our  

communit y t o  meet  needs ;   
 

and Commun ica t ing  about  res ources 

and event s .  
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Faith Lutheran Church 
 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 

 
Email:   

churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 

The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs  
717.321.6799  (call / text) 

pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com  
 

Kate Caton,  Minister of Music 
ktcaton27@gmail.com 

Follow us on... 

 

Please remember Faith  

Lutheran in your funeral  

and estate planning. 

Giving To Faith Lutheran  

We are dedicated to serve and guided by faith. 

As you are able, we appreciate you keeping your  

giving up-to-date!  Ways to donate:  

     * Bring your envelope to worship on Sunday 

     * Drop a check in the mail 

     * Drop a check in the black church mailbox 

     * Give online through your bank 

     * Visit www.faithelcamiddletown.org.  

Blessings to Everyone! 

Amazing Grace Food Pantry 

There are more hungry 
people in Middletown now 
than last year. If you think 
of it, perhaps you could do-
nate cereal and soup and 

other non-perishables for the Amazing Grace 
Food Pantry, on behalf of God and our church. 
Collection boxes are in the connector.    

Thank You! 

 

 

 

Have you enjoyed being able to gather on Zoom when 

you can’t gather in-person to worship? Consider do-

nating toward the $1600 spent for phone cameras, ca-

ble lines, and a laptop to make this happen. 

 

 

 

12/1   Jordan Boss 

12/3   Tabitha DeMerchant 

12/7   Patricia Bourdon 

12/10  Naomie Crouch 

         Kimberly Grasso 

12/13  Shirley Carlson 

12/17  Gianna Williams 

12/20  James Bacon  

         Kerianne Giuffrida 

12/22  David Winkel 

12/30  Braden Stielau 
 

***Please help us keep these records up-to-
date.  If anyone is missing or there is an error, 
please contact the church office.  Thank you!*** 

http://www.faithelcamiddletown.org


 

 

Where Have I Seen God Lately?                                                                                                                    

by Donna Barney 

It’s been a difficult couple of weeks for me, but I’m thankful that I’m here.  I was 

heading to our dear friend, Laura Lenz’s, calling hours a week ago Wednesday, 

when out of nowhere, I heard what was reminiscent of an explosion.  The car 

stopped with its alarm sounding, and I realized it was totally smashed up on the 

hood, the windshield was broken, and I was sitting with an air bag in my lap, and 

my knees were hurting.  After the saga unfolded, the responding policemen told 

me they found the deer that seemingly flew onto the hood of my daughter, Mela-

nie’s car (it was the first time I ever drove it).  I was slightly injured from the air bag deployment and 

the seatbelt tightening and was taken via ambulance to Middlesex Hospital to get checked out.  I had 

texted Pastor Rohrs to let her know I wouldn’t make it to the calling hours, and she said she was just 

leaving for them herself. She asked me where I was and within a few minutes, she was at the door of 

the ambulance.  She lived almost around the corner from where the accident had occurred!  She waited 

while the paramedics checked me out and said a prayer for me.  My husband, Bob, and daughter, Mela-

nie, arrived to get the stuff out of the car and dealt with the authorities to have it towed away.  

Throughout the course of the night, I had several tests and x-rays, and was eventually released to go 

home.  My knees were cut up and swollen and in quite a bit of pain, but I was OK.  Sadly, the deer and 

the car were not.  The car was totaled, and the deer went to the gentleman whose property he landed 

on.  I’m told it was a 6-point deer!  But, I saw God being with me during the ordeal.  There was a very 

nice man who stopped to see if I was OK just after it happened, which reminded me of the Good Samar-

itan; and the police responded quickly and assessed the  scene and my situation 

and called for the ambulance.  Pastor came, and my family left the house right 

away to get there, and the EMT’s and paramedic arrived in a very timely manner.  

The registration person, doctor, nurses, x-ray technicians, and transport people 

at the hospital were all there to help me with their medical gifts from God.  I 

thank them all for the care I received, and I thank God that I’m 

here to write this account. 

I also saw God in the wonderful Trans-Siberian Orchestra Christmas show this past 

Sunday afternoon.  The touching tale told by the narrator, the amazing light shows 

and special effects, and the beautiful Christmas music brought chills, 

tears, joy, and festiveness to me.  I thank God for providing me with 

the means to attend the concert and for the talent of the awesome 

musicians and technicians delivering the show.  The Christmas tale 

told showed the goodness in people and instilled the Christmas mes-

sage.  I wrote down this statement said by the booming 

voice of the narrator— “The things we do in life will 

somehow affect others.”    
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Merry Christmas!!! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 
5:30 pm  WTW 

to go 

2 

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ & 

Joni’s Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm  

Suffrages* 

3 

9 to 12:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
 

7:30 pm AA** 

4 

9 to 2: Holiday 

Craft Fair 

5:30 pm NA* 

5 
9:00 am Worship 
10:30 am In-person 
Sunday School 
11:30 am Bible 
Study—Luke 
2:30 pm United 
Pentecostals 

6 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
7:30 pm AA** 

7 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 

8 

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 
5:30 pm  WTW 

to go 

9   

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

& Joni’s Office 

Hours 
7:30 pm  

Suffrages* 

10 

9 to 12:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 

 

7:30 pm AA** 

11 

 

 

5:30 pm NA* 

12 
9:00 am Worship 
 
 
2:30 pm United 
Pentecostals 

13 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
7:30 pm AA** 

14 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 

15 

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 
5:30 pm  WTW 

to go 

16  

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

& Joni’s Office 

Hours 
7:30 pm  

Suffrages* 

17 

9 to 12:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
 

7:30 pm AA** 

18 

 

5:30 pm NA* 

19 
9:00 am Worship 
 
10:30 am In-
person Sunday 
School 
 
2:30 pm United 
Pentecostals 

20 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
7:30 pm AA** 

21 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 

22 

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 
5:30 pm  WTW 

to go 

23  

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

& Joni’s Office 

Hours 
7:30 pm  

Suffrages* 

24 

9 to 12:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
5:00 pm Christ-
mas Eve Worship 
 
7:30 pm AA** 

25 

 

Merry Christmas 

5:30 pm NA* 

26 
9:00 am Worship 
 
 
2:30 pm United 
Pentecostals 

27 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
7:30 pm AA** 

28 

9 to 1:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 

29 

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

& Joni’s Office 

Hours 
5:30 pm  WTW 

to go 

30 

9 to 1:  Pr. Rohrs’ 

Office Hours 
7:30 pm  

Suffrages* 

31 

9 to 12:  Joni’s 

Office Hours 
 

7:30 pm AA** 

 

December 2021 


