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Synod Assembly Highlights
Worship from Thursday evening's festive Eucharist with St. Thomas
Mass, to Friday morning's prayer service with a time of remembrance,
to our joyful closing worship on Saturday, assembly attendees were
treated to a wide range of music, worship styles, liturgies and more.

Of course, there's always business to be done which we started
off with our land acknowledgement, and the Bishop calling assembly to order with his new xylophone. Working hard behind
the scenes are synod vice president, Donna Kerry and secretary, Kyle Seibert and our parliamentarian, Brad Cook and timer, Brian Rajcok.

We heard from our partners - Ascentria, Calumet, Portico, Together We Thrive and ULS about all that's happening in their ministries. We heard from Forward Leadership, guest
speakers, panelists and those with display tables - so much good news to share about collaboration, finding hope and being church together.

It was a delight to welcome the School of Lay Ministry for their graduation ceremony on
Saturday, which included a farewell to outgoing Dean, Susan Chin, and a welcome to new
Dean, Bea Luciano.

Inside this issue:
Yale Bible Study info.
& InterCongregational
Meeting

2

Lutheran World

3

July Volunteers &
Upcoming Event

4

Where Have I Seen
God Lately?

5

Thank You
Messages & Growing
in Knowledge

6

July Birthdays

7

July 2022 Calendar

8

Page 2

Want to Nourish your Spirit this summer?
Explore the Yale Bible Study on The Books of Samuel,
where we learn the stories of the Hebrew people and how
their heroes shape their tradition. Whether historically accurate or not, these stories are among the most psychologically
realistic portrayals of humans, in all their complexity, in the
entire Bible. They deal with all manner of human emotion:
temptation, failure, and redemption. For the drama of its plot
and characters, Samuel is a truly remarkable text. This study
brings these stories to life, while challenging much of what
we usually think about them.

Begin your study here!
https://yalebiblestudy.org/courses/the-books-of-samuel/?tab=tab-curriculum&mc_cid=43ec80ccf1&mc_eid=31671bd11c

A great big “THANK YOU!” to the couple who donated
two years’ worth of postage costs to our budget!

We are so grateful to you!

The first Inter-Congregational Meeting between Bethlehem, East Hampton; Zion, Portland;
Faith, Middletown; Immanuel, Meriden; and Our Savior's, Newington occurred on
Saturday, June 4, 2022 at Faith Lutheran Church.
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Dear Faith Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous $300.00 emergency gift to help the people of Ukrainian, who are
enduring unimaginable hardship and suffering. Please continue to lift them up in your prayers.
Your gift is being put to use immediately to deliver emergency food, shelter, Personal Care Kits,
Baby Care Kits, medicines and other critically needed items for children and their families who
are trying to survive the horrifying fighting… or are being forced to flee their homeland with a
few meager belongings.
Your willingness to share your blessings during a global crisis like this is a godsend to your neighbors in Ukraine who are hurting. They can feel your love and are deeply grateful to know you are
keeping them in your thoughts and prayers.
You’ll also find inspiring stories of the life-changing work you make possible at lwr.org. And if
you haven’t already, be sure to subscribe to our e-newsletter to receive bi-weekly updates on
the impact of your generosity.
Thank you again, and God bless you!
Warm Regards,

Daniel Speckhard
President and CEO

Do all the good you can,
By all means you can,
In all the ways you can,

In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.
— John Wesley

ELCA Disability Ministries Blog:
In recent months, ELCA Disability Ministries has
been working on a brand-new venture:
We are starting a monthly blog! With this blog, you
will get to hear stories of life and ministry from
rostered ministers and lay leaders who have disabilities, as well as everyday people and families in
the ELCA who experience disabled life in different
ways. Finally, you will be introduced to some great
disability ministry teams and task forces that are
doing great things in different regions and synods.
We’re pretty stoked to see this blog take shape, and
we invite you to subscribe to it and share it with
your friends, family, and worshiping community.
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Join us for Suffrages on Thursdays at 7:30 pm
Have you ever sat down to pray and you don’t know what to say? Come pray with us; a structured format
may help you. Suffrages are part of the Daily Office and can be found in the ELW beginning on page 328.
Suffrages also go by the name “Responsive Prayer.” This brief but formal prayer setting asks for God’s support, assistance, or protection and to keep us strong in faith. Structure can help us focus so we see our
world through prayer and help pray it into better health. Bring your hopes and dreams and prayer petitions, and join the Pastor on Thursdays on Zoom at 7:30 pm. Look for the link sent by email each week.

UPCOMING EVENT — SAVE THE DATE
Community Family Concert
featuring

Saturday, August 13, 2022 from 4:00 pm — 6:00 pm on the
front lawn of our church. F U N for the entire family.
COME JOIN US !

Assisting Ministers:
July 3 — Janet Hayn
July 10 — Donna Barney
July 17 — Lee Kozlowski
July 24 — David Winkel
July 31 — Jay Huntington

Amazing Grace Food Pantry Update:
We are in need of soup and
cereal donations.

Thank you for helping us!
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Where Have I Seen God Lately?

by Donna Barney
Wow! Another month has come and gone. It is hard to believe how quickly time passes. And
God’s creation continues to provide amazing examples of His love. This month I’ve seen many
indications of God’s presence in nature in all of the gorgeous blooming
flowers and the lush green trees that were barren gray skeletons such a
short time ago. But what has amazed me most has been the presence of
so many new little creatures everywhere. Baby birds in nests in my hanging
plant, under my deck, in my back awning, and on my front porch light. Also,
I’ve been detained on my way to work on two occasions -- once by a crossing turtle on my street and then by two crossing ducklings on
another. My trip to church the other day was delayed by another crossing turtle and then by quite a sight – a pair of peacocks walking down the
street! I had to do a double take on that one, but there was a lady outside of her car
waving her arms to alert me and others of the phenomenon so we would pass by
slowly and let the couple walk by safely.
My mother’s yard has been frequented by an adorable bunny who has been named “Albert” by my
daughter. He provides much entertainment for my mother and also much concern if he doesn’t
show up one day! Albert was there when I was over for a visit last week when my mother and I attended a wonderful concert given by the Vernon Chorale conducted by
Kirby Stalley, Pastor Stalley’s son. God’s presence was felt at that concert in friends seeing each
other for the first time since the pandemic, in the beautiful spiritual songs being sung in the lovely
sanctuary that was the venue, and in the joy the members of the chorale expressed in being able to
do a live performance after so many virtual performances during the pandemic.
But this month, I really saw God in a moment driving to our church worship service. I was listening
to K-Love, the Christian radio station, and heard a beautiful song entitled “Truth Be Told” by Matthew West and listened to the lyrics and they spoke to me. Here’s the background story first –
we’ve been meeting with four other congregations to discuss our congregations -- to talk about
membership, to talk about synergy, community, working together, youth groups, how to reach the
community, joint events, the future, etc., and I was thinking about all of the things we discussed and
how we could get people to come to our church and the song came on the radio…these words rang
out and really made me think:
“There’s a sign on the door, says, ‘Come as you are’ but I doubt it
‘cause if we lived like that was true, every Sunday morning pew would be crowded
But didn’t you say church should look more like a hospital
A safe place for the sick, the sinner and the scarred and the prodigals
Like me…”
There’s much more to the song. It’s a very beautiful song. I highly recommend listening to it if you get a chance. I’m pretty sure God was telling me something here -- I, we, someone needs to reach out to those who need a safe space. Somehow we can get more people
through our doors, but it might not be in a traditional way. I think there’s an answer somewhere
here. What would Jesus do?
God is everywhere! Have a fantastic month!
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GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

“… we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened
with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For
he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14).
When we hear the Word of God, the Holy Spirit strengthens our faith. Christian Faith is strong, enduring, and resilient.
We need to continue to strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ, our Savior, through His Word and Holy Communion and
dedicate our time, abilities, and money to His service while we have the opportunities. With the Holy Spirit’s help we
have the ability to do great things for the Kingdom of God.
Doing all things to the glory of God should be our goal in life. The First Commandment, “Thou shalt have no other
Gods before me.”, means putting God first in all things – our love, our trust, our thoughts, our desires, our efforts, etc.
May each of us walk worthy of the Lord being fruitful in every good work and
growing in the knowledge of God. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
…” (Colossians 3:16).
In His Service,
Janet Hayn

Dear Faith Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your donation of baby clothes. Your donation will assist children in
need. We are grateful you thought of us.
God bless you, ABC Women’s Center
Dear Friends at Faith,
We are so grateful for your messages of love and support during this difficult time.
Thank you.
In Christ, Donna, Amanda, Britton, Morgan, Mark
During a time like this we learn how much our friends really mean to us. Your expression of sympathy will always be treasured.
THE FAMILY OF JOHN SERA

Faith Lutheran Church;
Thank you so much for the cleaning supply donations for our client. He was very grateful for all of
the items received and was excited to have his own place to clean.
We truly appreciate your support, it means so much to our housing program!!
Kelly Martin, MS Housing Case Manager
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July 02 - Diane Hayn
July 04 - Beverly Radziwon
July 08 - Bill Tacke
July 13 - Agnes Marchinkoski
July 18 - Betty Schaffer
July 20 - Freesia Singngam
July 21 - Janet Hayn
July 24 - Kathy Hartline
July 24 - Adam Hayn
July 25 - Thomas Bacon
July 26 - Al Abbott
July 28 - Hailey Hartline
July 30 - Elizabeth St. Paul-Ledger
July 31 - Emily Bacon

Faith Lutheran Church

JULY BIRTHDAY

300 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone 860.347.6068

CELEBRATIONS!

Email:
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs
717.321.6799 (call / text)
pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com

Follow us on...

PARISHIONERS:
Have you moved or changed your telephone number?
Please make sure our office has your new information.

Thank you!
Giving To Faith Lutheran
We are dedicated to serve and guided by faith.
As you are able, we appreciate you keeping your
giving up-to-date! Ways to donate:
* Bring your envelope to worship on Sunday
* Drop a check in the mail
* Drop a check in the black church mailbox
* Give online through your bank
* Visit www.faithelcamiddletown.org.

Blessings to Everyone!

Please remember Faith
Lutheran in your funeral
and estate planning.

Our Church’s
Strategic Direction:
Addressing Hunger in
Middletown; Sharing Knowledge;
Serving & empowering Youth & Seniors;
How? Coordinating assets in our
community to meet needs; and
Communicating about resources
and events.
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July 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Tag sale / White
Elephant Room
10 am —2 pm

7:30 pm AA*

3

4

9 am Worship

5
Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

6 Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

7

8
Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

5:30 pm WTW To Go

HAPPY JULY 4th

6:30 pm InterCongregational
Meeting at ACES
bldg.

7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

10

11 Office Hours 12

13

14

15

9 am Worship

9 am — 1 pm

2 pm United Pent.

7 pm Council
Meeting **
2 pm United Pent.

Office Hours
9 am —1 pm

7:30 pm AA*

Office Hours
9 am —1 pm
7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

21

22

18

19

20

9 am Worship

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am —1 pm

Office Hours
9 am —1 pm

2 pm United Pent.
7:30 pm AA*

7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

28

29

25

26

27

9 am Worship

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am —1 pm

Office Hours
9 am —1 pm

2 pm United Pent.
7:30 pm AA*

5:30 pm WTW To Go

23

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

5:30 pm WTW To Go

24

16

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

5:30 pm WTW To Go

17

9

30

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm
7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

31

* Hybrid

9 am Worship

** Zoom Only

2 pm United Pent.
* Virtual via Zoom **Hybrid

