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Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight.
It is the season of back-to-school and college. Fall will surely follow
and perhaps the temperatures will come down out of the 90’s!
I remember a Bible Study leader telling me when I was in fourth grade
or so, that I should study scripture as if I was studying a school text book. When
I thought about it, I decided that Bible Study and Sunday School were actually
even more important to my life than my school studies. The Bible is God’s
word, telling us the best way to live and so I began to take Bible study seriously.
I invite you to do the same.
As sure as the changing of the seasons, if you put your trust in God and
not in your own experience, and in everything you do acknowledge God, he will
tell you which way to go. That is one of the pearls of wisdom that I read in the
book of Proverbs. There are many types of devotional books out there that will
help you to study God’s word daily. The church gets two kinds of devotional
booklets: The Word in Season, and Christ in Our Home. There are devotional
books from bookstores that can help you read the Bible in a year, or that are
written especially for men, or especially for women, or for those with addiction
issues, eating issues, grief, illness, anxiety issues, etc.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, trust in the Lord with all your heart
and don’t rely on your own wisdom or experience. Submit to God’s wisdom and
teachings and God will make a way for you.
+Pastor Rohrs
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“Better Than Love ♥” Cake
1 Yellow cake mix
1 lb. can crushed pineapple
1 c. sugar

1 large vanilla instant pudding
whipped topping (cool whip)
flaked coconut (optional)

Bake cake mix in 9x13-inch pan as directed on box. While cake is baking, heat crushed pineapple with 1 c. sugar (bring to
boil until all sugar melts). Cool cake after baking. Poke holes in cake with toothpick and spread pineapple mixture over cake.
Prepare vanilla pudding according to package directions and spread over cake to edges. Cover & refrigerate overnight.
When ready to serve, cover cake with cool whip & sprinkle with coconut if desired.
Agnes Marchinkoski
“Do not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbor; act as if you did. As soon as we do this we
find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently come to
love him.”
― C. S. Lewis

School of Lay Ministry Accepting Applications
Interested in learning more about the teachings and life of the Lutheran Church? Want to gain new skills for serving your congregation? Consider enrolling in the New England Synod’s School of Lay Ministry. The School of Lay Ministry is designed to educate
and equip lay people for enhanced participation in congregational and synodical life through personal spiritual development, biblical enhancement and life-long learning.
The School consists of a two year program with one year devoted to bible study and the other, to
theology and church history. This rotating curriculum allows new participants to join each fall. Each
year begins and ends with a retreat at Calumet (the Synod's outdoor ministry site in Freedom, New
Hampshire) in September and May. All registrations are due by Aug. 15 and require a signature from
your pastor and initial deposit toward tuition. Click here for more information.
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Advocacy Alert for Augusta Victoria
Hospital in Jerusalem, part of our
Companion Synod
Most of you know that President Biden visited Israel
mid-July and included a trip to the West Bank at an
East Jerusalem Hospital. That hospital was The
Lutheran World Federation’s Augusta Victoria
Hospital (AVH), part of the New England Synod’s
Companion Church based in Jerusalem. AVH has
received the distinction of the Joint Accreditation
and is part of the East Jerusalem Hospital Network.
President Biden visits Augusta Victoria Hospital.

Since the president has pledged $152 million in a multi-year aid package to East Jerusalem hospitals, you are invited to sign an advocacy alert from ELCA advocacy to thank him for his visit, and to
urge him to continue to support hospitals and provide must needed aid for the health care they provide. This takes less than a minute to complete.
Advocacy Alert to support funding for Augusta Victoria Hospital.

FAVORITE SUMMER THINGS
By Janet Hayn
Eating lunches or dinners outside with family or friends is my favorite summer activity. Another favorite activity is going to an ice cream shop or stand with a friend or with the children I have cared for. It is a joy for me anytime but especially on a warm summer day!
Growing up, I remember there was vanilla ice cream in the freezer most of the time. I have warm memories
of my maternal grandparents taking my sisters and me to the library and also out for ice cream. Now I usually only eat
chocolate ice cream; and I don’t have it very often, although I could eat it anytime.
I thank God for the abundant life through faith in Jesus Christ, my Savior, and these extra blessings in the
summer.

You may have noticed a sunflower with blue tissue paper on
our chancel near the baptismal font. It was placed there the
second week of the war that Russia is waging on Ukraine.
The sunflower is Ukraine’s national symbol, and its flag consists of yellow and blue. The sunflower and blue tissue paper are in our sanctuary so we remember to keep Ukraine
and her people in our prayers.

Page 4
Join us for Suffrages on Thursdays at 7:30 pm
Have you ever sat down to pray and you don’t know what to say? Come pray with us; a structured format may help
you. Suffrages are part of the Daily Office and can be found in the ELW beginning on page 328. Suffrages also go by
the name “Responsive Prayer.” This brief but formal prayer setting asks for God’s support, assistance, or protection
and to keep us strong in faith. Structure can help us focus so we see our world through prayer and help pray it into
better health. Bring your hopes and dreams and prayer petitions, and join the Pastor on Thursdays on Zoom at 7:30
pm. Look for the link sent by email each week.

UPCOMING EVENT
In an effort to support our local Lutheran churches,
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 164 Hanover St Meriden CT,
will hold a Pasta Dinner Fundraiser on
Saturday, October 15, 2022 from 4-7pm. Eat in or take out!
$15 Adult / $5 Child 7+ / Children Under 7 Free

Assisting Ministers:

TO OUR VOLUNTEERS

September 4 — Janet Hayn
September 11 — Amelia Kugeman
September 18 — Breanna Stielau
September 25 — Dana Kugeman
We are still in need of volunteers (Ushers & Greeters). Let us know if
you’d like to volunteer – churchoffice@faithelcmiddletown.org or
(860) 347-6068.

Welcome Table Wednesday Update:
we are in need of the following:
64-oz. jars of spaghetti sauce
Italian dressing
grated parmesan cheese

1 lb. boxes regular spaghetti
desserts (single serving)

Weekly needs:
bread, lettuce & other salad fixings
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Where Have I Seen God Lately?
by Donna Barney
I had the privilege of attending my nephew’s play entitled “The Rainbow That Lost
Its Stripes On the Farm” this month. Nicholas attended a two-week camp for individuals with special needs. The group worked on creating the idea for the story,
the characters, the set, and music. It was an amazing production put on by the
Miracle League of CT and the Playhouse Theater Group, with the assistance of a
wonderful group of students from Goodwin University.
If you have ever been involved in putting on a production, you know what a tremendous amount of effort and coordination is needed. Imagine adding different
individual challenges for each of the stars. I sat in amazement watching the pride
in each individual’s face as they delivered their lines, some of them being transcribed by assistive technology devices. I became emotional watching the performance. It was so beautiful.
The other thing I noticed in this group of individuals is that like with God, there was no judgment. The group
was the definition of diverse, and there was not a hint of discrimination or prejudice. All I saw amongst the
cast and staff was support and joy. Everyone was working toward the goal of entertaining their audience and
putting on the best show they could. The staff of the camp showed patience and compassion for each participant, catering to each individual’s strengths and needs. They made sure that each could show their talent in
a way to make them shine.
Each actor chose their character and costume and blended it into the story. Who would think that a butterfly,
Superman (that was my nephew), a horse, a tricky leprechaun, a unicorn, Cat woman, a wolf, and a dalmatian dog would be starring characters in the same story about a rainbow on a farm?! But, I guess when you
think about it, God’s creation contains everyone and everything! I truly saw God in this performance!
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** UPCOMING EVENT **
Welcome Table Wednesday Picnic
Wednesday, September 14, 2022 from 5:30-6:30 pm
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
It’s time to celebrate the wonderful Welcome Table Wednesday Ministry with the Annual Picnic! It
will be held outside (weather permitting), on the front lawn, with traditional hot dogs and spaghetti…and any other
donated dishes. BUT we NEED volunteers to help with carrying tables and chairs before and after the event. We are
also looking for donations of your favorite picnic sides and desserts. Please let Margaret D’Aquila or Donna Barney
know if you can help.

**Please attend the picnic for fun and fellowship with each other and our neighbors**

Thank you, "Embers in Transit" band, for a GREAT concert on
our front lawn on Saturday, August 13!
It was the best weather we've had in three weeks, a perfect day to listen to a band
playing rock and sacred rock songs. Thank you to Rev. Mary and the Church of
the Holy Trinity, Middletown for loaning them to us! And a special thank you to
all the other churches and their wonderful volunteers that made the event happen:
Bethlehem Lutheran in E Hampton, Zion Lutheran in Portland, Immanuel Lutheran in Meriden, and Our Savior's in Newington! — Pastor Rohrs

What a wonderful event we had on Saturday,
August 13, 2022, on the front lawn of our
church! Six churches combined forces, ideas,
manpower, and came up with the concept of a
concert for all ages to get us all together and bring in community. We were both
blessed and entertained by the band “Embers in Transit,” who are a Praise Band at
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Middletown and also perform as a Rock Ensemble with a wide mix of songs with something appealing to everyone!
Free snacks and water were provided by generous donations and, in part, by a
Thrivent grant.
Many thanks to all of you who gave of yourselves, your time, your baking skills,
your shopping, your strength, and your financial gifts. Each and every one of you
cannot be thanked enough! I was humbled by all of the support you gave to this
event. Over 100 people were able to enjoy a free and virtually stress-free afternoon on one of the most beautiful days of the year!
It was so great to finally get together after so long with the limitations of the pandemic. Hopefully, the
inter-congregational group will team up for additional fellowship opportunities. The sponsoring churches
were: Bethlehem Lutheran of East Hampton, Zion Lutheran of Portland, Our Savior’s Lutheran of
Newington, Immanuel Lutheran of Meriden, Trinity Episcopal of Middletown,
as well as our own Faith Lutheran of Middletown.
—submitted by Donna Barney
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September 01 - Michael Brooks Sr
September 02 - Bette Behm
September 04 - Jan Kurneta
September 07 - Michael Anderson
September 09 - Raymond Anderson
September 16 - George Winter
September 17 - Nancy Ahlquist
September 18 - Michael Bacon
September 25 - Daniel Botti
September 25 - Pat Stielau
September 27 - Allison McDermott
September 29 - Catherine Vynalek
September 30 - Betty Wall

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATIONS!

Faith Lutheran Church
300 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone 860.347.6068
Email:
churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org
The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs
717.321.6799 (call / text)
pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com

Follow us on...

Please remember to inform the church of any changes in your
contact information so that you may continue to receive emails
and mail in a timely manner.

Giving To Faith Lutheran
We are dedicated to serve and guided by faith.
As you are able, we appreciate you keeping your
giving up-to-date! Ways to donate:
* Bring your envelope to worship on Sunday
* Drop a check in the mail
* Drop a check in the black church mailbox
* Give online through your bank
* Visit www.faithelcamiddletown.org.

Blessings to Everyone!

Please remember Faith Lutheran in your
funeral and estate planning.
Our Church’ s
Strat egic Dir ectio n:
Ad d res sin g Hu n g e r i n M i d d leto wn ;
Sh a r in g Kn o w led g e: S e r vin g & em p o w e rin g Yo u t h
& Sen io rs; Ho w? Co o rd i n atin g ass ets in o u r
co m m u n it y to m eet n eed s, an d Co m m u n i catin g
ab o u t re so u rce s an d e ve n ts.

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to
be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in
the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will
store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
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September 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3
Tag sale / White
Elephant Room
10 am — 2 pm

7:30 pm AA*

4

5

9 am Worship

6

7

8

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

9

10

4:30 pm Vinnie’s
Jump & Jive

2 pm United Pent.

7:30 pm AA*

11

12

13

9 am Worship

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

5:30 pm WTW To Go 7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

14 9Office
Hours
am — 1 pm 15

16

4:30 pm Vinnie’s
Jump & Jive

7 pm Church Council
Meeting**

5:30 pm—6:30 pm
WTW Picnic

2 pm United Pent.

7:30 pm AA*

18

19

20

9 am Worship

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

21

22

23

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

7:30 pm AA*

25

26

9 am Worship

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Vinnie’s Jump & Jive
Church Hall

5:30 pm WTW To Go 7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

27

28

29

30

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

2 pm United Pent.
5 pm — 9 pm
CG&SS Rehearsal

7:30 pm AA*

5 pm — 9 pm
CG&SS Rehearsal

24
6 pm—10:30 PM

4:30 pm Vinnie’s
Jump & Jive

2 pm United Pent.

17

Office Hours
9 am — 1 pm

4:30 pm Vinnie’s
Jump & Jive
5:30 pm WTW To Go 7:30 pm Suffrages**

7:30 pm AA*

↓↓↓↓↓↓

* Hybrid

This year’s Holiday
Fair will be on
Saturday, Nov. 19

** Zoom Only

* Virtual via Zoom **Hybrid

