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Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

    and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, 

    and he will make your paths straight. 

  

                  
 
 

  Mary trusted in the Lord with all her heart and God blessed all of 
humanity through her. What would happen if you trusted in the Lord with all 
your heart? What amazing things could God bring about to bless the world 
through you? Really. Take a moment and think deeply about this. 
               This Christmas as we worship and sing hymns and light our candles and 
feel that warm Christmas glow in our hearts, let’s give thanks to God who is the 
source of our love and care for one another. Let’s figure out how we can be a 
blessing to this world that God loved so much that he gave his only Son so that 
we might believe and be saved here in this world and more fully in the next. 
               Our Christmas Eve service will begin at 5pm on Saturday, December 24, 
and Christmas Day worship on Sunday, December 25 begins at 9am. I hope to 
see you there! O come, all ye faithful! 
  
May God bless you, your family, and your loved ones this Christmas season, 
  
+Pastor Rohrs  
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Dear Faith Lutheran Church, 

  

We are incredibly grateful for your gift of $109 from joint concert to Connecticut Foodshare. Your generosity plays a  

Vital role in supporting our neighbors who live with hunger and makes it possible for us to meet our clients’ needs, no matter  

What challenges come next.  

In today’s environment, too many families across Connecticut face challenges putting food on the table; on average, grocery  

costs have increased by $75 per month. Your investment powers our efforts to serve our most vulnerable neighbors with the 

Nutritious food they need to thrive. Your generosity enables us to: Conduct more than 100 mobile food distribution sites across 

The state with a focus on providing fresh produce to individuals, families and seniors; Support more than 650 partner agencies, 

Including food pantries and meal programs as they distribute food across our communities; Address root causes of hunger to  

increase economic stability and build long-term food security.  

On behalf of all of us at Connecticut Foodshare, we are very thankful for your partnership. Stay safe and well.  

With gratitude, 

Jason Jakubowski, President and CEO 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From St. Vincent de Paul Middletown: a small thing that 
you can do to make a big difference: Help us fill our 
shelves! Use the Wish List! Find a link to our Amazon list 
at: www. SVDMiddletown.org. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

The New Year wishes are for a new church year 

which begins with the first Sunday in Advent—

November 27 this year. The church new year comes a 

month earlier than the calendar new year. We in the 

church are the body of  Christ as 1 Corinthians 12:25-

27 says. “…there should be no division in the body, 

but that its parts should have equal concern for each 

other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 

one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now 

you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 

part of it.” 

Through Baptism and the work of the Holy Spirit, we 

have been united into one body with Jesus. It doesn’t 

matter where we come from, or how rich or poor we 

are, or what we look like – we are all one in Christ 

who believe that Jesus is their Savior. Though we are 

many, we form one body. With that one body we 

have one faith, one hope, and one Father God of all. 

We are bound together by the Lord to support and 

strengthen each other. The church, the body of Christ, 

doesn’t exist for itself. The church exists to be a 

partner with God in God’s mission to love, bless, and 

reconcile the world. 

This is my prayer: Ephesians 3:16-21 “I pray that out 

of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 

power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I 

pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 

may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of 

all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, to 

him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen.”                                 Janet Hayn 

"Ahavah, the Story of Christmas" production. The 

word Ahavah means "love" in the Hebrew language. 

The Ahavah production uses world-class dancing, acting, music, 

and projections to tell the story of Christmas through the eyes of a 

homeless girl. The entire daily will be inspired by this moving and 

engaging story! Shows are Saturday, December 3rd at 1 & 5 pm, 

and Sunday, December 4th at 7 pm at Middletown High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

"We congratulate Dana Kugeman, 

Conor D'Aquila and their families 

upon their Confirmation on 

Reformation Sunday, October 30, 

2022. Dana and Connor are now 

full adult members of Faith 

Lutheran Church."  
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December 4th:  Janet Hayn, Lee Kozlowski, Margaret 

D’Aquila, Jay Huntington, Beth Stielau and Donna 

Barney. 

December 11th: Lee Kozlowski, Jay Huntington, 

Heather Benedict, David Blasco and Rosa Perez. 

December 18th: Donna Barney, Heather Benedict, Lee 

Kozlowski, Bev Radziwon and Betty Bengtson.  

December 24th: Janet Hayn, Marge Smith and Jan 

Wright 

December 25th: Marge Smith and Jan Wright.  

 

**Please Volunteer to help us fill all the        

volunteer positions this Holiday Season** 

 

 

 

Join us for Suffrages on Thursdays at 7:30 pm 
 Have you ever sat down to pray and you don’t know what to say? Come pray with us; a structured format may help 
you. Suffrages are part of the Daily Office and can be found in the ELW beginning on page 328. Suffrages also go by 
the name “Responsive Prayer.” This brief but formal prayer setting asks for God’s support, assistance, or protection 
and to keep us strong in faith. Structure can help us focus so we see our world through prayer and help pray it into 
better health. Bring your hopes and dreams and prayer petitions, and join the Pastor on Thursdays on Zoom at 7:30 

MHVC Holiday Concert 

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Cords will present our annual holiday concert, “Let’s Have a Music Celebration”, on 
Sunday, December 11th at 2 pm, Portland High School, 95 High Street. Join us as our 80 member chorus and 8 piece 
band, proudly perform some of your holiday favorites. Don’t miss this concert! It’s sure to set a joyful mood for the 

upcoming holiday season.  

Tickets to the event are $20 and can be purchased from any member , by calling Joyce at 860-342-3120 or Diane at 

860-347-2787 or at the door. For more information, go to vocalcords20.org or visit us on Facebook. Don’t forget to 
”like” and “follow” us while you’re there.  

 

Welcome Table Wednesday Update:   
we are in need of the following: 

 

 64-oz. jars of spaghetti sauce       1 lb. boxes regular spaghetti      
 desserts (single serving)               grated parmesan cheese        

 
Weekly Needs 

bread, lettuce & other salad fixings 

            Amazing Grace Food Pantry Update: 
 

We were able to deliver 148 pounds of food               

in November.  

Thank you for helping us help others! 

        Worship, Music, & Parish Life Task Force 

In October, the Worship, Music, & Parish Life Task Force 

surveyed the congregation about possible ideas for 

fellowship events in 2023. A total of 23 members 

responded. 

Our top five choices were Pancakes or Waffles; 10-year 

anniversary celebration; ice cream social; concert; and 

Oktoberfest. The Task Force decided it would be a great 

idea to do all five in the form of a year-long 10th 

anniversary celebration, highlighted with four events. Our 

first event will be a Pancake/Waffle Breakfast on February 

19, 2023, followed by a concert in May/June, ice cream 

social in July; and Oktoberfest in September/October. 

Thank you very much for participating in this planning 

effort. We look forward to celebrating throughout 2023 

with you!                     

                                              Jen Eifrig                        
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Where Have I Seen God Lately? 
                                                                                                 by Donna Barney 

 
 

On the way to Camp Calumet this past month as our small group of women went up to camp in two 

cars, I rode with Joal. She happily volunteered to drive as I told her I was having trouble seeing at 
night. When we were about a half hour from camp, her car started having an issue, so we had to pull 
over and ended up having to be towed. We had to have a friend who was already at Camp come 

pick us and our belongings up. While waiting for her and the tow truck,   
there was an accident next to us from a rubbernecker looking at us broken 
down. Thankfully, no one was hurt. We met a nice young family (two 

children and a mom heading to a fair in Maine) who had hit the car of   
another woman and man. The policeman that came for the accident took 
care of them; and the tow truck came and brought Joal and me to the 

garage where we then met up with our friend. It was quite an ordeal and 
we were a bit flustered, sad, tired, and hungry. We headed to our favorite 
“normal” first stop, the Yankee Smokehouse, for dinner. 

 
When we got to the restaurant, we were seated and saw the waitress we have always had named 
Joanne; however, a waitress named Christine came to take our order. We told her to tell Joanne we 

said hello. We were chatting about the broken car situation and what we were going to do since it 
was a holiday weekend and how would we get someone to fix her car so we could get home when 
the upcoming Monday was a holiday. Our new waitress, Christine, overheard us and said, “my 

husband is a mechanic and might be able to help. Long story…but it seems God was with us that 
day and Christine was meant to be assigned as our waitress. You see, the place where we had been 
towed was closed for the three-day weekend, but Christine’s husband was going to be able to work 

on Joal’s car for her. The next day, the car was towed to his shop, and he spent a long time on the 
car—two days, in fact. We wouldn’t have been able to have an answer without that twist of fate. The 
entire story didn’t have a perfect ending as the car ended up needing a lot more work than 

anticipated, and we had to have my husband come and pick us up. (In the end, Joal had to have 
Christine’s husband find a buyer for it and had to find herself another car; but the way things turned 
out, and the events of the weekend and afterwards really did show us God’s presence). 
 

Then, at the end of our trip, we were at a scenic spot taking some leaf photos that Monday; and 
unbelievably, a woman walks up to us and says, “hey, weren’t you broken down on the side of the 
road last Friday?” We said, “yes.” And, she said, “Remember me? I’m the ‘smasher!’” Who would 

have thought we’d ever see her again? She and her children were heading back home and she 
stopped to take pictures on her way back from Maine at the same spot and at the same time that we 
did! What a coincidence! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Photo: (left to right) 

Robin, Donna, Joal, Peggy, Karla 
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Tower Repair  

Over the summer and into the fall, Faith Lutheran Church had repairs made to its roof 

and bell tower. For more than a year now, heavy rainfall would cause water to leak into 

the Narthex and several other places in the main church building. A team was organized 

to assess the problem and recommend repairs. Tom Kugeman, Steve McDermott and 

Bill Tacke contacted several vendors to take a look. It took some time, but we found the 

right firm for the job: Eagle Restorations, Inc. of Bristol, CT. 

FLC has a traditional slate roof, and over time those slates were in need of maintenance. 

Some roof slates were loose and some were missing altogether. The experts from Eagle 

brought in a crew to make immediate repairs during the summer. Once the slates were 

put back in place and the gutters cleaned, the leaks stopped. However, while on the roof, 

Eagle discovered masonry issues with our bell tower. In their words: “After a thorough 

inspection we found major problems with water entering open mortar joints of exterior 

precast and brick. In the winter months it freezes and is shifting areas (walls) of concern 

causing damages.” To keep our building watertight and safe, Eagle made a proposal to 

address these concerns. It wouldn’t be cheap to make these important repairs and our 

budget couldn’t absorb the cost, so an appeal was made to the congregation. Thankfully, 

Pat and Peter Bourdon donated over $16,000 for the project. Praise be to God! 

Eagle Restorations had a crew working on our bell tower over the last two weeks of 

October completing the job on time (well before the winter freeze). Bill Tacke and 

Pastor Rohrs took responsibility for meeting the work crews every morning at 8 am and 

making sure everything was locked up at the end of the workday. We are thankful for 

the hard work of the team that vetted the vendors and oversaw the work. God willing, 

our building will now be in decent shape for years to come. 

 

Finance Update 

 

 Thanks to everyone who had been keeping up with their Pledges; continuing to support Faith Lutheran 

Church. Through October, our Income has exceeded our Expenses by $870! While we had approved a 2022 

Budget that expected a $30K operating loss, with your continued support, we will finish the year with a small 

operating gain. 

 We have been helped by several large Budget Gifts; members continuing to contribute their pledges. To 

help us plan 2023, we ask that everyone complete a pledge form. Once you have done that, you can consider 

whether you would like to setup an automatic payment of their pledged giving. Once you set it up, you don’t 

need to do anything else on a monthly basis; the church will receive your designated gift. Let Bill Tacke know 

if you would like to setup an automatic payment of your church offering. We will also be ordering offering 

envelopes, so they are available to all our members. 

 I want to give a thank you to all our members who provided donations to Hurricane Ian Relief. Over $1190 

were sent to Lutheran Disaster Response to aid people hurt by Hurricane Ian. 

           Tom Kugeman 



 

 

 

Page 5 

Faith Lutheran Church 
 

300 Washington Street 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone 860.347.6068 

 
Email:   

churchoffice@faithelcamiddletown.org 
 

The Rev. Cathy S. Rohrs  
717.321.6799  (call / text) 

pastorcathyrohrs@gmail.com  
 

Follow us on... 

Please remember Faith Lutheran in your    

funeral and estate planning. 

  October 03 - Rich Lee 
  October 10 - Elizabeth Tomboly 
  October 11 - Lee Kozlowski  

                
  
December 01 – Jordan Boss 

December 03 – Tabitha DeMerchant 

December 07 – Patricia Bourdon 

December 10 – Naomie Crouch 

December 10 – Kimberly Grasso 

December 13 – Shirley Carlson 

Ou r Chu rch’s  St rateg ic  D irect io n:  
 

Add ressing  Hun ger in  Middleto wn;    

Shar ing  Knowledg e:   Serv ing  & empowering  You th  

& Sen io rs;  Ho w?  Coo rd inat ing  assets  in  ou r  

community  to  m eet  need s,  an d Communicat in g  

Giving To Faith Lutheran  

We are dedicated to serve and guided by faith. 

As you are able, we appreciate you keeping your  

giving up-to-date!  Ways to donate:  

 

     * Bring your envelope to worship on Sunday 

     * Drop a check in the mail 

     * Drop a check in the black church mailbox 

     * Give online through your bank 

     * Visit www.faithelcamiddletown.org.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Please remember to inform the church of any changes in your contact information 

so that you may continue to receive emails and mail in a timely manner.   

                                                   Remembrances 

A fond farewell, for now, funeral for beloved member Earl Woike featuring Rev.  

Maureen Hawksley's eulogy sermon was given on October 11 at Faith Lutheran Church. 

A very long-time member of St. Paul's and then a founding member of Faith Lutheran  

Church, Earl established the Tithing Fund for both churches. Ten percent of the value  

of the Tithing Fund is withdrawn one time a year for the church's general operating  

budget. From that 10%, is taken 10% to send to the New England Synod. Memorial gifts 

are being accepted in Earl's name for the church's Tithing Fund. We thank God for Earl's 

wise financial guidance and for his faithful service in "all things food" for St. Paul's,  

and his fine example of strong life-long faith.   

      

      

    Many Thanks 
 

           Before he passed, Earl  wanted to tell you,   

                       “Thanks for all of the get-well cards and text messages!  

               They mean a lot to me.”   

http://www.faithelcamiddletown.org


 

 

 
Stewardship 2022 
December Newsletter Article  

 
 

 
The theme of this year’s stewardship appeal is “Our Daily Bread.”  
 
When we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us today our daily bread,” we pray not just for what is to come, 
but for a recognition that God provides what is needed for now.  

We pray in gratitude for what was there the day before.  
We pray that we might trust it to be there tomorrow.  
We pray that what we have might be used well and shared for the benefit of all. 

 
What does this mean? It means trusting in the future and believing that God will provide.  
 
And God does provide.  Faith Lutheran Church is ten years old now.  Each year we have had a deficit budget, 
so “on paper” we should have run out of money and closed our doors long ago.  But we are still here! 
 
God has bigger plans for us and our mission in this community.  We feed the hungry, collect clothes for the 
needy, support families and children in our education building and provide a meeting place for AA and 
other community groups.  And of course, we worship together and provide Christian education and 
fellowship.   
 
We do all of this because we have faith, faith that God will provide.   
 
If you haven’t done so already, please take a few minutes to make your pledge for 2023. See the form in 
this newsletter where you can either scan the QR code to pledge on your phone or print it to complete and 
turn in to the church. You can also pick up a copy in the Narthex.  
 
Thank you for being a part of Our Daily Bread!   
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 * Virtual via Zoom   **Hybrid 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
 
 

Tag Sale: White 

Elephant Room 

10am—2pm 

4 

 

9 am Worship: 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent*      

2 pm United Pent. 

5 
 
Office Hours            
9 am — 1 pm 
 
7:30 pm  AA* 

6 
 
Office Hours           
9 am — 12 pm 
 
 

 

7 

 
Office Hours           
9 am — 1 pm 
 

5:30 pm WTW   

8 
 

 

6:00 pm Vinnie’s 
Jump & Jive 

7:30 pm Suffrages** 

9 

 

7:30 pm  AA* 

 

 

 

11 

 

9 am Worship: 

3rd Sunday of 

Advent*      

2 pm United Pent. 

12 
 

Office Hours            

9 am — 1 pm 

7 pm: Council 

Mtg** 

7:30 pm  AA* 

13 
 
Office Hours           
9 am — 12 pm 

 

 

 

14 

 
Office Hours           
9 am — 1 pm 
 
 

5:30 pm WTW   

15 

 

 

6:00 pm Vinnie’s 
Jump & Jive 

7:30 pm Suffrages** 

16 

 

7:30 pm  AA* 

17 

 

 

18 

 

9 am Worship: 4th 

Sunday of 

Advent*      

2 pm United Pent. 

19 

Office Hours            
9 am — 1 pm 
 
7:30 pm  AA* 

20 
 
Office Hours           
9 am — 12 pm 

 

 

 

21 
 
Office Hours           
9 am — 1 pm 

 

 

5:30 pm WTW   

22 
 

6:00 pm Vinnie’s 
Jump & Jive 

 

7:30 pm Suffrages** 

23         

 

7:30 pm  AA* 

24 

5 pm 

Christmas 

Eve Worship* 

 

25 

 

9 am Christmas 

Day Worship*      

2 pm United Pent. 

26 

Office Hours            
9 am — 1 pm 
 
7:30 pm  AA* 
 
Pastor’s vacation 

27 
 
Office Hours           
9 am — 12 pm 
 

 
Pastor’s vacation 

28 

 

 

5:30 pm WTW   

Pastor’s vacation 

29 

 

6:00 pm Vinnie’s 
Jump & Jive 

7:30 pm Suffrages** 

Pastor’s vacation 

30 

 

 

7:30 pm  AA* 

Pastor’s vacation 

31 

 

 

Pastor’s vacation 

January 1 

Jay Huntington 

to preach 

 
Pastor’s vacation 

      

*  Hybrid 

**  Zoom Only 

December 2022 


